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Jamie Anderson celebrates after the women’s slopestyle 
final at Phoenix Snow Park at the Winter Olympics in 
Pyeongchang, South Korea, on Monday. 


USA’s Jamie Anderson wins 
2nd consecutive Olympic 
slopestyle gold medal Ra ge 3o 


■ Wind, ice and cold pose challenges, 
even for most seasoned vets Back page 


Report: Niger ambush probe to call for closer US mission scrutiny 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — A military investiga¬ 
tion into an ambush last year in Niger in which four 
U.S. soldiers were killed is expected to recommend 
tighter oversight of elite forces on the ground and 
higher command approval for dangerous patrols in 
the region. 

A draft of the U.S. Africa Command report on the 
Oct. 4 attack by Islamic State-affiliated militants 
calls for reducing the number of U.S. ground mis¬ 
sions in Niger and stripping field commanders of 
authority to dispatch troops on risky missions, The 
New York Times reported Saturday. 

Operations will be subject to more scrutiny and may 
require approval from senior leaders at AFRICOM 
headquarters in Stuttgart and at the Pentagon, the 
Times reported, citing unnamed military officials. 


Commanders in Niger currently have the author¬ 
ity to make decisions on when to launch reconnais¬ 
sance patrols. 

The report, which is expected to be released public¬ 
ly in the coming weeks, also found a series of missteps 
on the ground, such as “a breakdown in communica¬ 
tions that may have stemmed from a failure by mem¬ 
bers of the American and Nigerien team, and their 
superiors, to check their equipment before heading 
out on the Oct. 4 mission,” the Times reported. 

SEE NIGER ON PAGE 2 


The Army Honor Guard, the 3rd Infantry Regiment 
Caisson Platoon and the U.S. Army Band conduct 
the funeral of Staff Sgt. Bryan Black at Arlington 
National Cemetery in Virginia on Oct. 30. 

Courtesy of Elizabeth FRASER/Arlington National Cemetery 
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Smith tapped for 
SOCEUR command 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany — Air 
Force Brig. Gen. Kirk W. Smith 
has been tapped to serve as the 
next head of U.S. Special Opera¬ 
tions Command Europe, bringing 
recent NATO experience to the 
Stuttgart headquarters, the Pen¬ 
tagon announced Friday. 

Smith, who has been selected 
for promotion to major general, 
now oversees NATO special op¬ 
erations efforts in Afghanistan 
out of Bagram Air Base. 

Smith will replace Maj. Gen. 
Mark Schwartz in Stuttgart this 
spring. Schwartz, who assumed 


command of SOCEUR in June 
2016, will next serve as deputy 
commander for the Joint Special 
Operations Command at Fort 
Bragg, N.C. 

Smith comes to Germany at a 
time of transition for U.S. Europe 
Command, which contends with a 
resurgent Russia in the east and 
instability to the south. 

Along NATO’s eastern flank, 
U.S. special operations forces 
have been a quiet but steady pres¬ 
ence as troops conduct a range of 
training missions with allies. 

Smith graduated from the U.S. 
Air Force Academy in 1989. Be¬ 
fore his current posting in Af¬ 
ghanistan, he was director of 



U.S. Air Force Brig. Gen. Kirk 
W. Smith has been selected 
as commander of Special 
Operations Command Europe. 


force management and develop¬ 
ment at U.S. Special Operations 
Command headquarters. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 


F-16 lands safely in 
Ariz. after striking cable 

TUCSON, Ariz. — The pilot of 
an F-16 Fighting Falcon based 
out of the Arizona Air National 
Guard’s 162nd Wing in Tucson 
landed safely at a Phoenix airport 
after striking a cable. 

National Guard officials said 
the incident occurred about 10 
a.m. Sunday near Black Can¬ 
yon City, about 60 miles north of 
Phoenix. 

They said the aircraft arrived 
safely at Phoenix Sky Harbor In¬ 
ternational Airport. 

No other details were immedi¬ 
ately released. 

Officials said the Air Force will 
assemble a team to investigate 
the incident. 


Navy requests proposals 
for more destroyers 

BATH, Maine — The Navy has 
submitted a request for proposals 
for more destroyers to be built by 
either Maine’s Bath Iron Works 
or Mississippi’s Ingalls shipyard, 
or both. 

The Naval Sea Systems Com¬ 
mand issued its final request last 
week for Arleigh Burke-class de¬ 
stroyers built with ballistic mis¬ 
sile defense capability. 

The contract covers the fiscal 
years 2018 through 2022. 

The request for proposals 
doesn’t mention the number of 
ships but earlier Navy documents 
envisioned up to 10 destroyers, 
with options for more. 


Helo airlifts musher 
injured in Alaska race 

FAIRBANKS, Alaska — A U.S. 
Army helicopter airlifted an in¬ 
jured Canadian musher from the 
Yukon Quest Trail. 

The Fairbanks Daily News- 
Miner reported Quest veteran 
Jason Campeau, 43, of Rocky 
Mountain House, Alberta, was 
listed as stable at Fairbanks Me¬ 
morial Hospital. 

The Yukon Quest is a long-dis¬ 
tance sled dog race between Fair¬ 
banks, Alaska, and Whitehorse, 
Yukon. 

Race officials said Campeau 
was about 45 miles out of Eagle 
on the trail to Dawson City, the 
first race checkpoint in Canada. 

From The Associated Press 


Niger: Few paid attention to 
mission until troops’ deaths 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

AFRICOM said Monday 
that the investigation remains 
ongoing. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mat¬ 
hs, speaking to reporters Sunday, 
said he still needed to review the 
final report. 

“That report is making its way 
to me. It’s not yet been sent to me,” 
he said. “I would expect it as soon 
as the AFRICOM commander 
has reviewed it. It is extensive. It 
is thousands of pages long.” 

For several years, U.S. forces 
have been operating outside the 
public eye in Niger, where troops 
have worked alongside indig¬ 
enous forces to counter various 
extremist groups. Few outside 
military circles paid any atten¬ 
tion to the U.S. mission there until 
the deaths of American troops. 

Even before the Oct. 4 ambush, 
forces in Niger have come under 
occasional fire while conduct¬ 
ing joint reconnaissance patrols 
with their Nigerien counterparts. 
However, the October ambush 
of a 12-person U.S. special op¬ 
erations team led to an outcry in 
Washington. Some lawmakers 
claimed they were largely un¬ 
aware of military activities in the 
region, despite White House let¬ 
ters advising Congress of troop 
levels. 

The Times reported that the 
AFRICOM investigation would 
produce three reports — one 
classified, one for the public and 
one for the families of the slain 
soldiers Sgt. La David Johnson, 
Staff Sgt. Jeremiah W. Johnson, 
Staff Sgt. Bryan C. Black and 
Staff Sgt. Dustin M. Wright. 

U.S. military operations have 
intensified in Africa in the past 


several years, with Libya and So¬ 
malia being the focus. Scores of 
airstrikes have been conducted in 
both countries, where U.S. troops 
also conduct occasional raids. 

So far, there is no indication that 
events in Niger — and the pos¬ 
sible scaling back of some opera¬ 
tions on the ground there — will 
prompt simi¬ 
lar calls for 
curtailment 
in Somalia. 

In West Af¬ 
rica, al-Qaida- 
aligned 
militants, a 
small local 
Islamic State 
affiliate and 
Boko Haram 
are among 
the groups 
that have 
been a source 
of concern. 
Still, there 
has been little 
sign that any 
of those groups, which have a 
history of shifting alliances and 
affiliations, have the capacity to 
pose a threat beyond the region. 

“Many of the terrorist groups 
currently on the U.S. military’s 
watch list — for which the mili¬ 
tary is deploying additional 
special operations troops and 
building new installations — do 
not directly impact core U.S. in¬ 
terests,” security expert Steven 
Feldstein wrote on Friday in 
an analysis of Africa terrorism 
trends for the Carnegie Endow¬ 
ment for International Peace. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 
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Testing for 
reliability 

Above: A U.S. Marine 
with Task Force 
Southwest fires 
the M107 Special 
Application Scope Rifle 
to test its functionality 
and to sustain combat 
marksmanship at 
Camp Shorabak, 
Afghanistan, on 
Thursday. Marines 
with the unit’s 
security force test the 
weapons’ reliability in 
order to bolster base 
security and sustain 
gunnery skills. 

Right: A Marine 
prepares the rifle for 
firing. 

Photos by Conner Robbins/ 

Courtesy of the U.S. Marine 



Saudi terrorist 
testifies about 
perks at Gitmo 


By Carol Rosenberg 

Miami Herald 

GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL 
BASE, Cuba — A tortured al- 
Qaida terrorist-turned-prosecu¬ 
tion witness is being rewarded 
with a comfortable, cabin-style 
lockup where he can garden, 
paint, exercise, learn English, 
cook meals for his interrogators 
and attorneys and watch Ameri¬ 
can television. 

In sworn testimony Saturday, 
Ahmed al Darbi, 42, described 
changing from a lying, feces-fling- 
ing prisoner with a bad behavior 
record in the maximum-security 
Camp Five prison to a cooperating 
witness now cloistered in Camp 
Echo, an annex of the prison com¬ 
pound across the street. 

Darbi has his own kitchen with 
a freezer stocked with meat and 
spices, and has other never-be¬ 
fore-disclosed perks to pass his 
time while preparing to testify as 
a witness for the war court pros¬ 
ecutor in two cases, one that seeks 
the death penalty. 

The prison provides him with 
lamb, rabbit, chicken, shrimp 
and other halal meat, he said as 
defense attorney Air Force Maj. 
Yolanda Miller read from what 
sounded like a shopping list. 

“Goat,” the Saudi volunteered 
with a grin, adding, “I love chick¬ 
en, and I don’t see any issue with 
that. I still have it in my freezer 
until now.” 

Darbi is scheduled to go home 
to a Saudi rehabilitation program 
on Feb. 20 under a plea agreement 
if diplomats can close the deal and 
Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis 
approves the release. Four years 
ago, he pleaded guilty to being 
an accomplice in a 2002 al-Qaida 
attack on a French oil tanker, the 


Limburg, in Yemeni waters. 

Last year he recorded testimo¬ 
ny to be used as possible evidence 
against the alleged mastermind 
of the attack, Abd al Rahim al 
Nashiri. Also, he has testified 
about his life as an al-Qaida jihadi 
and pointed to an Iraqi captive in 
court and identified him as a for¬ 
mer al-Qaida commander named 
Abd al Hadi al Iraqi to counter the 
Iraqi’s claim that his true name is 
Nashwan al Tamir. 

This past weekend, Hadi’s at¬ 
torneys questioned Darbi on the 
truthfulness of his statements and 
memory for what could be used 
as time-capsule testimony if the 
Trump administration releases 
him. 

Deposition questioning Sunday 
delved into what Darbi called “the 
torture times” — his 2002-03 in¬ 
terrogations in Bagram, Afghani¬ 
stan, and at Guantanamo. 

Defense attorney Adam Thur- 
schwell, in an apparent bid to 
discredit Darbi’s identification of 
Hadi, led Darbi through a lurid 
description of his first year or 
more in U.S. custody. 

Darbi got to Guantanamo 14 
months after it opened. He testi¬ 
fied Sunday that he was kept in 
solitary confinement, deprived of 
sleep and subjected to midnight- 
to-dawn, no-bathroom-break 
questioning in an interrogation 
room stinking of urine and vomit. 
Threats included rape and send¬ 
ing him to Israel or Camp X-Ray. 

Now, Darbi has a battery-pow¬ 
ered toothbrush, with replacement 
heads, a Magic Bullet blender, free 
weights and a spin bike for exer¬ 
cising and Under Armour T-shirts 
and athletic socks to wear when he 
works out in his compound. 

“Yes, Nike also,” he told Miller. 
“Don’t forget that.” 


Dismissal of Army major convicted of beating stepson overturned 


By Nancy Montgomery 

Stars and Stripes 

The military’s highest court 
on Thursday overturned the dis¬ 
missal of an Army major convict¬ 
ed of beating his toddler stepson, 
narrowly deciding that a gener¬ 
al’s reprimand letter improperly 
influenced the jury. 

Mqj. David Jerkins was con¬ 
victed at court-martial in 2014 of 
assaulting the 3-year-old with a 
belt. He was 41, a father of nine, 
who had served 19 years, mostly 
in the reserves, and had won a 
leadership award in 2007. 

Before he was sentenced to 
six months in jail and dismissal 
at Fort Hood, Texas, two Army 


colonels and two major generals 
testified to his sterling military 
qualities and said they’d be proud 
to continue to serve with him. 

Prosecutors seeking to rebut 
that “good character” evidence 
were allowed by the judge to show 
the jury Jerkins’ recently issued 
reprimand letter. 

Issued by the commander 
of 1st Army Division West, the 
reprimand was for Jerkins’ frat¬ 
ernization with an enlisted sol¬ 
dier. Jerkins and the soldier, the 
toddler’s mother, were married 
in 2011. Shortly afterward, she 
became pregnant and left the 
service. 

The reprimand stated that Jer¬ 
kins had discredited himself and 


the Army and that it was doubtful 
he was fit for further service. 

The Court of Appeals for the 
Armed Forces ruled that the 
reprimand was not allowable evi¬ 
dence. It was issued after a frat¬ 
ernization charge for the same 
conduct was dropped days before 
Jerkins’ arraignment and it hadn’t 
been finalized because Jerkins 
hadn’t yet responded to it. 

As a result, “the commander’s 
opinion that [Jerkins] was unfit 
for continued military service 
— essentially, a recommendation 
that he be dismissed from the 
service — invaded the province 
of the members of the court-mar¬ 
tial,” according to the opinion is¬ 
sued Thursday. 


The justices split 3-2 in decid¬ 
ing whether the judge’s error was 
“harmless” or instead made a dif¬ 
ference in the jury’s sentencing 
decision. 

The two dissenting justices 
wrote in their opinion that the 
reprimand was less influential 
than other copious evidence, in¬ 
cluding Jerkins’ poor evaluation 
in which a senior rater ranked 
him 58th out of 58 majors. 

They also wrote that the sever¬ 
ity of Jerkins’ crime overcame 
possible prejudice from the repri¬ 
mand, as did photographs of the 
injured toddler depicting “bruis¬ 
ing, welts, and abrasions that cov¬ 
ered practically the child’s entire 
body.” Jerkins had initially told 


authorities that the boy’s injuries 
were a result of an accidental fall 
or a dog bite, the dissenting judg¬ 
es noted. 

“It is not difficult to fathom 
that the panel concluded that 
the severity of the beating and 
Appellant’s mendacity about its 
circumstances — standing alone 
— warranted the sentence im¬ 
posed on Appellant,” the dissent¬ 
ing justices wrote. 

The case will now go back to 
the Army Court of Criminal Ap¬ 
peals. That court can reassess the 
sentence or order a new sentenc¬ 
ing hearing. 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 
Twitter: @montgomerynance 
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2019 BUDGET 


$4.4T budget moves deficit sharply higher 


By Andrew Taylor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump unveiled a $4.4 
trillion budget for next year that 
heralds an era of $1 trillion-plus 
federal deficits and — unlike the 
plan he released last year — never 
comes close to promising a bal¬ 
anced ledger, even after 10 years. 

The growing deficits reflect, in 
part, the impact of last year’s tax 
overhaul, which is projected to 
cause federal tax revenue to plum¬ 
met. And Monday’s budget sub¬ 
mission does not yet reflect last 
week’s two-year, bipartisan, $300 
billion pact that wholly rejects 
Trump’s plans to slash domestic 
agencies. 

Tax revenue would plummet by 
$3.7 trillion over the 2018-27 de¬ 
cade, the budget projects. 

The spending spree, along with 
last year’s tax cuts, has the defi¬ 
cit moving sharply higher with 
Republicans in control of Wash¬ 
ington. Trump’s plan sees a 2019 
deficit of $984 billion, though $1.2 
trillion is more plausible after last 
week’s budget pact and $90 billion 
worth of disaster aid is tacked on. 
That’s more than double the 2019 
deficit the administration prom¬ 
ised last year. 

All told, the new budget sees ac¬ 
cumulating deficits of $7.2 trillion 
over the coming decade; Trump’s 
plan last year projected a 10-year 
shortfall of $3.2 trillion. 

The 2019 budget was originally 
designed to double down on last 
year’s proposals to slash foreign 
aid, the Environmental Protection 
Agency, home heating assistance 
and other nondefense programs 
funded by Congress each year. 

“A lot of presidents’ budgets are 
ignored. But I would expect this 
one to be completely irrelevant 
and totally ignored,” said Jason 
Furman, a top economic adviser 
to President Barack Obama. “In 
fact, Congress passed a law last 
week that basically undid the bud¬ 
get before it was even submitted.” 

White House focus 

In a preview of Monday’s re¬ 
lease, the White House on Sunday 
focused on Trump’s $1.5 trillion 
plan for the nation’s crumbling 
infrastructure. He also is asking 
for a $13 billion increase over two 
years for opioid prevention, treat¬ 
ment and long-term recovery. A 
request for $23 billion for border 
security, including $18 billion for 
a wall along the U.S.-Mexico bor¬ 
der and money for more detention 
beds for detained immigrants, is 
part of the budget, too. 

Trump would again spare Social 
Security retirement benefits and 
Medicare as he promised during 
the 2016 campaign. And while his 
plan would reprise last year’s at¬ 


tempt to scuttle the “Obamacare” 
health law and sharply cut back 
the Medicaid program for the el¬ 
derly, poor and disabled, Trump’s 
allies on Capitol Hill have signaled 
there’s no interest in tackling hot- 
button health issues during an 
election year. 

The budget also endorses a plan 
by Sens. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., 
and Bill Cassidy, R-La., to replace 
the Obama-era health law with 
$1.6 trillion in subsidies to states 
over the coming decade. 

It reprises proposals from last 
year’s Trump budget to curb crop 
insurance costs, cut student loan 
subsidies, reduce pension benefits 
for federal workers and cut food 
stamps, among other proposals. 

Mick Mulvaney, the former tea 
party congressman who runs the 
Office of Management and Budget, 
said Sunday that Trump’s new 
budget, if implemented, would 
tame the deficit over time. 

“The budget does bend the tra¬ 
jectory down, it does move us back 
towards balance. It does get us 
away from trillion-dollar deficits,” 
Mulvaney said on “Fox News 
Sunday.” 

“Just because this deal was 
signed does not mean the future 
is written in stone. We do have a 
chance still to change the trajec¬ 
tory. And that is what the budget 
will show tomorrow,” he said. 

A math trick 

Last year, Trump’s budget pro¬ 
jected a slight surplus after a de¬ 
cade, but critics said it relied on 
an enormous accounting gimmick 
— double-counting a 10-year, $2 
trillion surge in revenues from 
the economic benefits of “tax re¬ 
form.” Now that tax reform has 
passed, the math trick can’t be 
used, and the Trump plan doesn’t 
come close to balancing. 

His plan also promises 3 per¬ 
cent growth, continuing low in¬ 
flation and low interest yields on 
U.S. Treasury bills despite a flood 
of new borrowing, and it under¬ 
estimates the mounting cost of 
financing the government’s $20 
trillion-plus debt. Many econo¬ 
mists are likely to find the pros¬ 
pects for such a rosy scenario 
implausible. 

The White House is putting 
focus this year on Trump’s long- 
overdue plan to boost spending 
on the nation’s crumbling infra¬ 
structure. The plan would put up 
$200 billion in federal money over 
the next 10 years to leverage $1.5 
trillion in infrastructure spend¬ 
ing, relying on state and local 
governments and the private sec¬ 
tor to contribute the bulk of the 
funding. 

Critics contend the infrastruc¬ 
ture plan will fail to reach its goals 
without more federal support. 


*A lot of presidents’ budgets are ignored. 

But I would expect this one to be completely 
irrelevant and totally ignored, f 

Jason Furman 

top economic adviser to President Barack Obama 



Susan Walsh/AP 

The president’s fiscal year 2019 budget arrives at the House Budget Committee office on Monday. 


DOD seeks $686. IB to ‘rebuild’ military 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Pentagon is seeking a 10 
percent hike in funding, asking Congress for $686.1 
billion next year to grow the size and might of the 
U.S. military while investing in modern hardware, 
primarily in response to China and Russia’s growing 
capabilities. 

The Defense Department’s fiscal year 2019 budget 
request, unveiled Monday, asks lawmakers to fund 
an increase of more than 15,000 active-duty troops 
and invest in key modernization programs to rebuild 
the United States’ long-held battlefield capability ad¬ 
vantages over Russia and China. 

“Great power competition, not terrorism, has 
emerged as the central challenge to U.S. security 
and prosperity,” said David Norquist, the Defense 
Department comptroller. “The U.S. seeks coopera¬ 
tion with our competitors from a position of strength 
... (but) the U.S. must be prepared to compete, deter 
war and, if necessary, fight and win.” 

It means the Pentagon needs more money, espe¬ 
cially after operating through the current fiscal year 
under a continuing resolution, a stopgap funding 
measure that appropriates money to the Pentagon at 
fiscal year 2017 levels — about $611 billion for the 
year, Norquist said. 

The Pentagon’s request dwarfs the military budgets 
of China, Russia and other potential foes including 
Iran and North Korea, identified in recent strategy 
documents as the primary threats to America’s secu¬ 
rity. Norquist said Monday the proposed budget takes 
the initial steps to “restore and rebuild” the U.S. mili¬ 
tary, as President Donald Trump has pledged. 

The budget represents a $74 billion increase over 
the Defense Department’s current funding. It calls 
for $617.1 billion in base funding and $69 billion for 
Overseas Contingency Operations, which pays for 
ongoing actions in war zones like Afghanistan, Iraq 
and Syria, as well as reassurance operations in Eu¬ 
rope. The request does not include national defense 
money for the Department of Energy and other agen¬ 
cies that contribute to the Trump administration’s 
overall national defense request of $716 billion. 

It marks the second request under Trump, far 
surpassing the $639.1 billion his administration 
asked for last year, which drew criticism from 
Capitol Hill defense hawks who called for higher 
military spending. 

If enacted, the Pentagon’s budget request would in¬ 
clude money to build 10 Navy ships, including three 
guided-missile destroyers, two Virginia-class subma¬ 
rines and one littoral combat ship. It also would fund 
more than 400 new aircraft, including 77 F-35 Joint 
Strike Fighters, 24 F/A-18E Super Hornet fighters, 
60 AH-64 Apache helicopters and 68 UH-60 Black 
Hawk helicopters. 

The budget would also jump-start the Pentagon’s 
rebuild of its nuclear infrastructure, which it commit¬ 
ted to do in the Nuclear Posture Review released this 
month. The request includes $7.77 billion in upgrades 
to U.S. nuclear programs, including $2.3 billion for 
its nuclear-capable B-21 Raider heavy bomber, ex¬ 
pected to enter the force in the mid-2020s. 

Troops would get a 2.6 percent pay hike under 


the Trump proposal, its largest pay raise in nearly 
a decade. 

The budget request also calls for increases to ac¬ 
tive-duty force sizes, including about 4,000 in the 
Army and Air Force and about 7,600 Navy sailors. 

Operational requests include $46.3 billion for 
continuing warfighting costs in Afghanistan, where 
nearly 15,000 American troops are deployed to train, 
advise and assist Afghan security forces and conduct 
counterterrorism operations. Despite increasing 
forces in Afghanistan by some 3,000 troops, the fund¬ 
ing request represents a slight decrease over current 
funding for Afghanistan. 

However, the Pentagon increased the amount of 
money it is requesting for Operation Inherent Re¬ 
solve in Iraq and Syria and for operations in eastern 
Europe, where it is focused on dissuading Russian 
aggression. 

Anti-Islamic State operations in Iraq and Syria get 
a $2.3 billion boost over fiscal year 2018, even as ISIS 
has lost nearly 100 percent of the territory it once con¬ 
trolled there. Norquist said the boost will allow the 
U.S. to retain troops in those countries to help ensure 
the terrorist group does not return to prominence. 

In Europe, the Pentagon is increasing its funding 
for the European Deterrence Initiative — formerly 
the European Reassurance Initiative — by $1.7 bil¬ 
lion to $6.5 billion to fund a larger force of primarily 
rotating Army ground and air units, as well as addi¬ 
tional training. 

Hurdles remain for the Pentagon to receive the 
funding it is requesting. Even after lawmakers 
reached a deal to lift mandatory defense spending 
caps to clear the way for a $1.4 trillion, two-year mili¬ 
tary funding plan for the 2018 and 2019 fiscal years, 
they have yet to pass a full Pentagon budget. 

To follow through on the plan, lawmakers will have 
to issue an appropriations plan by the March 23 dead¬ 
line of the new temporary stopgap bill. 

Congressional defense hawks have said the funds 
will jump-start the demands of the new National 
Defense Strategy, which shows the U.S. military 
must prepare for the growing power threats of 
Russia and China. 

The military will be one step closer to following 
through on its 2018 spending plans if it gets an ap¬ 
propriation plan approved in the coming weeks. Until 
then, the Pentagon has had to make 2018 and 2019 
budget plans without permanent funding in place. 

Friday’s deal lifts a $549 billion budget cap for 
defense spending in 2018, to $629 billion, and puts a 
remaining $71 billion in the Overseas Contingency 
Operations fund, for a total of $700 billion. The 2019 
plan lifts a $562 billion budget cap to $647 billion and 
puts $69 billion in the war fund, for a total of $716 
billion. 

Norquist said Monday that he was certain lawmak¬ 
ers would finally appropriate the Pentagon funds. 

“I have great confidence in Congress’ ability to 
move forward with this,” he said. “It’s not easy. I know 
it’s a heavy lift. The staff (on Capitol Hill) is very ded¬ 
icated. I look forward to making this possible.” 

Stars and Stripes reporter Claudia Grisales contributed to 
this story. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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Infrastructure 
proposal reliant 
on local money 



NASA/AP 


Astronaut Robert L. Curbeam Jr., left, and European Space Agency astronaut Christer Fuglesang 
participate in a spacewalk on Dec. 12, 2006, during construction of the International Space Station. 
President Donald Trump’s 2019 proposed budget would end U.S. funding for the station by 2025. 

White House wants businesses 
to run space station, not NASA 


By Christian Davenport 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration wants to turn the 
International Space Station into 
a kind of orbiting real estate ven¬ 
ture run not by the government, 
but by private industry. 

Under President Donald 
Trump’s 2019 proposed budget 
released Monday, U.S. govern¬ 
ment funding for the space sta¬ 
tion would cease by 2025. The 
government would set aside $150 
million to encourage commercial 
development. 

“The decision to end direct fed¬ 
eral support for the ISS in 2025 
does not imply that the platform 
itself will be deorbited at that 
time — it is possible that industry 
could continue to operate certain 
elements or capabilities of the ISS 
as part of a future commercial 
platform,” an internal NASA doc¬ 
ument obtained by The Washing¬ 
ton Post said. “NASA will expand 
international and commercial 
partnerships over the next seven 
years in order to ensure contin¬ 
ued human access to and pres¬ 
ence in low Earth orbit.” 

In its budget request to be re¬ 
leased Monday, the administra¬ 
tion would request $150 million 
in fiscal 2019, with more in ad¬ 
ditional years, “to enable the 
development and maturation of 
commercial entities and capabili¬ 
ties which will ensure that com¬ 
mercial successors to the ISS 
— potentially including elements 
of the ISS — are operational when 
they are needed.” 

The plan to privatize the station 
is likely to run into a wall of oppo¬ 
sition, especially since the United 
States has spent nearly $100 bil¬ 
lion to build and operate it. Last 
week, Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, 
said he hoped recent reports of 
NASA’s decision to end funding of 
the station “prove as unfounded 


as Bigfoot.” He said the decision 
was the result of “numbskulls” 
at the Office of Management and 
Budget. 

“As a fiscal conservative, you 
know one of the dumbest things 
you can to is cancel programs 
after billions in investment when 
there is still serious usable life 
ahead,” he said. 

When asked about the possibili¬ 
ty of a public-partnership, he said, 
“I think all of us are open to rea¬ 
sonable proposals that are cost-ef¬ 
fective and that are utilizing the 
investments we made in a way that 
maximize their effectiveness.” 

Sen. Bill Nelson, a Florida 
Democrat who rocketed into orbit 
in 1986, said it makes no sense to 
walk away from the space station. 

NASA has spent close to $100 
billion on the orbiting outpost 
since the 1990s. 

Altogether, the budget seeks to 
increase NASA’s budget slightly 
to $19.6 billion. 

NASA is currently studying 
whether the life of the station could 
be extended to 2028 or beyond. 

But some questioned who would 
want to take over the station. 

“The ISS is built for science 
and human exploration;, it’s not 
built for profit seeking,” said 
Andrew Rush, CEO of Made In 
Space, a company that uses 3-D 
printing to manufacture objects 
on the space station. 

Frank Slazer, vice president of 
space systems for the Aerospace 
Industries Association, said the 
plan could prove sticky with the 
station’s international partners. 

“It will be very hard to turn 
ISS into a truly commercial out¬ 
post because of the international 
agreements that the United States 
is involved in,” he said. “It’s inher¬ 
ently always going to be an inter¬ 
national construct that requires 
U.S. government involvement and 
multinational cooperation.” 


Boeing currently operates the 
station for NASA, which costs $3 
billion to $4 billion annually. Last 
month, as reports circulated about 
NASA pulling the plug on the sta¬ 
tion, Mark Mulqueen, Boeing’s 
space station program manager, 
said, “Walking away from the 
International Space Station now 
would be a mistake, threatening 
American leadership and hurting 
the commercial market as well as 
the scientific community.” 

The internal NASA document 
has scant details over how the 
privatization of the station would 
work. As it prepares a transition 
plan, the White House said it 
“will request market analysis and 
business plans from the commer¬ 
cial sector and solicit plans from 
commercial industry.” 

The transition of the station 
would mark another bold step for 
NASA in turning over access to 
what’s known as low Earth orbit 
to the private sector so the space 
agency could focus its resources 
on exploring deep space. Under 
President George W. Bush, NASA 
took the first steps to outsource 
cargo supply flights to the station 
to SpaceX and Orbital ATK. Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama extended that 
model to hire Boeing and SpaceX 
to fly astronauts there. 

Now, the Trump administra¬ 
tion wants to push that public-pri¬ 
vate partnership even further to 
encourage “the emergence of an 
environment in (low-Earth orbit) 
where NASA is one of many cus¬ 
tomers of a non-governmental 
human space flight managed and 
operated enterprise, while provid¬ 
ing a smooth and uninterrupted 
transition,” the document said. 

It didn’t immediately propose 
what private enterprise might do 
with the station or which compa¬ 
nies might take it over. 

Information from The Associated Press 
was used in this report. 


By Jonathan Lemire 
and Martin Crutsinger 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump on Monday 
launched what he calls a “big 
week” for his infrastructure plan, 
which envisions $1.5 trillion in 
spending over a decade to rebuild 
roads and highways. The plan 
would fulfill a key campaign goal 
but rely heavily on state and local 
government budgets to become a 
reality. 

The president was meeting with 
eight governors and several state 
and local officials at the White 
House later in the day to drum up 
support. 

“This will be a big week for In¬ 
frastructure,” he tweeted. “After 
so stupidly spending $7 trillion in 
the Middle East, it is now time to 
start investing in OUR Country!” 

The administration’s 55-page 
plan is centered on using $200 bil¬ 
lion in federal money to leverage 
local and state tax dollars to fix 
America’s infrastructure, such 
as roads, highways, ports and 
airports. 

Trump has repeatedly blamed 
the “crumbling” state of the 
nation’s roads and highways for 
preventing the American econo¬ 
my from reaching its full poten¬ 
tial. Many in Washington believe 
Trump should have begun his 
term a year ago with an infrastruc¬ 
ture push, one that could have 
garnered bipartisan support or, at 
minimum, placed Democrats in a 
bind for opposing a popular politi¬ 
cal measure. 

But the administration chose to 
begin with health care and rela¬ 
tions with Democrats have only 
grown more strained during a 
turbulent, contentious year. The 
administration has pushed two 
previous “infrastructure weeks,” 
in June and August, that were 
sidetracked by other events. 

This time, the White House is 
grappling with the fallout from the 
departure of a senior aide after 
spousal abuse allegations, which 
has dominated the political dia¬ 
logue since last week. 

The massive infrastructure 
plan’s path through a polarized 
Congress isn’t clear. Congress has 
just dealt with two federal govern¬ 
ment shutdowns and is turning its 
attention to immigration. 

Administration officials pre¬ 
viewing the plan said it would 
feature two key components: an 
injection of funding for new in¬ 
vestments and help speeding up 
repairs of crumbling roads and 
airports, as well as a streamlined 
permitting process that would cut 
the wait time to get projects un¬ 
derway. Officials said the $200 bil¬ 
lion in federal support would come 
from cuts to existing programs. 


Half the $200 
billion would 
go to grants for 
transportation, 
water, flood control, 
cleanup at some of 
the country’s most 
polluted sites and 
other projects. 


Half the money would go to 
grants for transportation, water, 
flood control, cleanup at some of 
the country’s most polluted sites 
and other projects. 

States, local governments and 
other project sponsors could use 
the grants — which administra¬ 
tion officials view as incentives — 
for no more than 20 percent of the 
cost. Transit agencies generally 
count on the federal government 
for half the cost of major construc¬ 
tion projects, and federal dollars 
can make up as much as 80 per¬ 
cent of some highway projects. 

About $50 billion would go to¬ 
ward rural projects — transpor¬ 
tation, broadband, water, waste, 
power, flood management and 
ports. That is intended to address 
criticism from some Republican 
senators that the administration’s 
initial emphasis on public-private 
partnerships would do little to 
help rural, GOP-leaning states 

Jay Timmons, president of the 
National Association of Manu¬ 
facturers, saluted Trump “for 
providing the leadership we have 
desperately needed to reclaim our 
rightful place as global leader on 
true 21st-century infrastructure.” 

“When ports are clogged, trucks 
are delayed, power is down, water 
is shut off, or the internet has a 
lapse, modern manufacturers’ 
ability to compete is threatened 
and jobs are put at risk,” said Tim¬ 
mons. “There is no excuse for 
inaction, and manufacturers are 
committed to ensuring that Amer¬ 
ica seizes this opportunity.” 

But a number of Democrats and 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
have pushed the administration to 
commit far more federal dollars, 
funded by tax increases or by clos¬ 
ing tax loopholes. Environmental 
groups expressed worry about its 
impact. 

“President Trump’s infrastruc¬ 
ture proposal is a disaster,” said 
Shelley Poticha, of the Natural Re¬ 
sources Defense Council. “It fails 
to offer the investment needed to 
bring our country into the 21st 
century. Even worse, his plan in¬ 
cludes an unacceptable corporate 
giveaway by truncating environ¬ 
mental reviews.” 
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Khaled Elfiqi/AP 

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, left, speaks during a press conference with Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry at Tahrir 
Palace in Cairo on Monday. 


US, Egypt 
steadfast 
in fight 
with ISIS 

By Brian Rohan 

Associated Press 

CAIRO — The United States and Egypt 
on Monday reaffirmed their commitment 
to battle Islamic militants in the Middle 
East as U.S. Secretary of State Rex Til¬ 
lerson held talks with Egyptian officials 
in Cairo at the start of his weeklong trip to 
the region. 

Tillerson and his Egyptian counterpart, 
Sameh Shoukry, cited productive discus¬ 
sions on regional security and the struggle 
against Islamic State, whose Egyptian af¬ 
filiate, based in the Sinai Peninsula, has 
struck military and civilian targets across 
the Arab world’s most populous country. 

At a joint news conference with Shoukry, 
Tillerson said Egypt was an important part 
of the anti-ISIS coalition and that Washing¬ 
ton was “committed to strengthening this 
partnership in the years to come.” 

“We agreed that we would continue our 
close cooperation on counterterrorism 
measures, including our joint commitment 
to the defeat of ISIS,” Tillerson said. 

“We highly value the support the U.S. 
gives us in this war,” Shoukry said. 


The visit comes as Egypt is undertaking 
a major military operation in Sinai, where 
Islamic militants have been leading an in¬ 
surgency for years, and in remote areas of 
the mainland where extremists have at¬ 
tacked security forces and civilians. 

The campaign also comes ahead of 
March elections in which President Abdel- 
Fattah el-Sissi faces no serious competitors 
after authorities sidelined his opponents 
using a variety of charges and disqualifica¬ 
tions, leaving only a little-known supporter 
to run against him. 

El-Sissi, who will hold talks with Tiller¬ 


son later in the day, says he is the only one 
who can bring stability to the country. Mil¬ 
itant attacks, however, have surged under 
his leadership. 

Washington, which gives Egypt some 
$1.3 billion in annual military assistance 
and hundreds of millions more in civilian 
aid, withheld some of the funding last sum¬ 
mer, ostensibly over new Egyptian legisla¬ 
tion that blocks much foreign funding of 
nongovernmental organizations, especially 
those involved in human rights research. 

Asked about his country’s view of the up¬ 
coming vote, Tillerson said the U.S. always 


advocates for free and fair elections and 
would continue to do so. He did not spe¬ 
cifically mention el-Sissi’s virtually uncon¬ 
tested election, or the aid being withheld. 

“We have always advocated for free and 
fair elections, transparent elections, not 
just for Egypt but any country,” Tillerson 
said. 

After his talks with el-Sissi, Tillerson is 
traveling to Kuwait, Jordan, Lebanon and 
Turkey, where he will meet local officials 
as well as Saudi, Emirati, Iraqi and Syrian 
delegations. 


Conferences seek aid 
to help rebuild Iraq 


Jon Gambrell/AP 

A Kuwaiti official stands in front of an illuminated sign for a 
conference on Iraq being held in Kuwait City on Monday. 


By Malar Harb 
and Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

KUWAIT CITY — Kuwait on 
Monday opened a week of confer¬ 
ences seeking aid for rebuilding 
Iraq after the onslaught of Islam¬ 
ic State, asking for tens of billions 
of dollars for a nation that only a 
generation ago invaded it. 

Authorities estimate Iraq needs 
$88.2 billion to restore a country 
smashed after the Sunni extrem¬ 
ists seized the country’s second- 
largest city, Mosul, and a mass of 
territory in June 2014. 

“We finished one battle but we 
are engaged now with a war for 
reconstruction,” said Mustafa 
al-Hiti, the head of Iraq’s recon¬ 
struction fund for areas affected 
by terrorist operations. 

Among the hardest-hit areas is 
Mosul, which Iraqi forces, aided 
by Iranian-backed Shiite militias 
and a U.S.-led coalition, recap¬ 
tured last July. Their victory came 
at a steep cost for Mosul, as coali¬ 
tion airstrikes and extremist sui¬ 
cide car bombs destroyed homes 
and government buildings. 

Of the money needed, Iraqi of¬ 
ficials estimate $17 billion needs 
to go toward rebuilding homes, 


the biggest single line item of¬ 
fered Monday on the first day of 
meetings. The United Nations es¬ 
timates 40,000 homes need to be 
rebuilt in Mosul alone. 

“The majority of the damage 
was to western Mosul as it went 
through one of the worst and 
fiercest battles in history,” said 
Nofal al-Akoub, the governor of 
Iraq’s Nineveh province. It “led 
to the total destruction of its 
infrastructure.” 

Al-Akoub said $42 billion was 
needed for his province alone, as 
it is home to Mosul. Iraq needs 
some $20 billion now to begin its 
reconstruction, al-Hiti said. 

The war against ISIS displaced 
more than 5 million people. Only 
half have returned to their home¬ 
towns in Iraq. 

However, officials acknowledge 
a feeling of fatigue from interna¬ 
tional donors, especially after the 
wars in Iraq and Syria sparked 
the biggest mass migration since 
World War II. 

President Donald Trump on 
Monday tweeted that America 
was “so stupidly spending $7 tril¬ 
lion in the Middle East, it is now 
time to start investing in OUR 
country.” The U.S. has no plans 
to make any new pledges at this 


week’s conferences. 

Billions of dollars poured into 
Iraq after the 2003 U.S.-led inva¬ 
sion that toppled dictator Saddam 
Hussein, with what feels now like 
little visible effect. 

The U.S. alone spent $60 bil¬ 
lion over nine years — some $15 
million a day — to rebuild Iraq. 
Around $25 billion went to Iraq’s 
military, which disintegrated dur¬ 
ing the lightning 2014 offensive of 
ISIS, which grew out of al-Qaida 
in Iraq. U.S. government auditors 
also found massive waste and 
corruption, fueling suspicions 
of Western politicians such as 


Trump who want to scale back 
foreign aid. 

Meanwhile, the Middle East as 
a whole, especially countries such 
as Kuwait whose deep pockets 
rely on oil production, have taken 
a hit in recent years as energy 
prices crashed and only recently 
began regaining ground. 

Kuwait has a deep interest in 
seeing a stable Iraq, especially 
after Baghdad’s 1990 invasion of 
the small, oil-rich emirate. It an¬ 
nounced $330 million had been 
pledged Monday for Iraq at a hu¬ 
manitarian conference in Kuwait 
City. 


Taliban verify 
death of deputy 
chief in US 
drone strike 

Associated Press 

DERA ISMAIL KHAN, Paki¬ 
stan — The spokesman for the 
Pakistani Taliban has confirmed 
the death of its deputy leader in a 
recent U.S. drone strike in Paki¬ 
stan’s northwestern tribal region. 

Azam Tariq Mehsud, the 
spokesman for the Tehrik-e-Tal- 
iban Pakistan, said the group’s 
deputy chief, Khalid Mehsud, also 
known as Commander Sajna, was 
killed in last Thursday’s strike in 
the border village of Gorwak in 
North Waziristan, once a strong¬ 
hold of militants. 

He said another commander, 
Mufti Noor Wali, has been ap¬ 
pointed as the group’s deputy 
chief. 

Tariq says Wali enjoys the 
backing of Mullah Fazlullah, the 
leader of the Pakistani Taliban 
who is believed to be hiding in 
Afghanistan. 

Pakistani officials had earlier 
reported unconfirmed reports 
about Sana’s killing in a U.S. 
strike. 

Islamabad opposes the drone 
strikes, saying they violate its 
sovereignty. 
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US pushes for countries to take back detainees 


By Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

ROME — The United States is urging al¬ 
lied nations to help deal with the growing 
number of foreign fighters being held by 
the U.S.-backed Syrian Democratic Forces, 
saying the militants should be turned over 
to face justice in their home countries. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis is expect¬ 
ed to raise the issue during a meeting in 
Rome this week with other members of the 
coalition fighting Islamic State. 

The SDF is currently holding thousands 
of ISIS detainees, including hundreds of 
foreign fighters from a number of nations. 
The issue became more prominent in re¬ 
cent days after the announcement that 
the SDF had captured two notorious Brit¬ 
ish members of an ISIS cell commonly 
dubbed the Beatles and known for behead¬ 
ing hostages. 

U.S. officials have said putting the two 
in the detention center at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, is not an option. U.K. leaders 
have suggested they don’t want the men 
returned to Britain. 

“We’re working with the coalition on for¬ 


eign fighter detainees, and generally expect 
these detainees to return to their country 
of origin for disposition,” said Kathryn 
Wheelbarger, the principal deputy assistant 
defense secretary for international security 
affairs. “Defense ministers have the obliga¬ 
tion and the opportunity to really explain to 
their other ministers or their other Cabinet 
officials just the importance to the mission, 
to the campaign, to make sure that there’s 
an answer to this problem.” 

Speaking to reporters traveling with 
Mattis to Europe, Wheelbarger said the 
key goal is to keep the fighters off the bat¬ 
tlefield and unable to travel to other cities. 

“The capacity problem is very real,” 
Wheelbarger said, noting that at one point 
the SDF was capturing as many as 40 
militants a day. “Success in the campaign 
means you get more people off the battle¬ 
field. ... These facilities are eventually 
going to be full.” 

U.S. military officials have confirmed 
that El Shafee Elsheikh and Alexanda 
Amon Kotey, who grew up in London, 
were captured in early January in eastern 
Syria. 

U.S. officials have interrogated the men, 


who were part of the ISIS cell that cap¬ 
tured, tortured and beheaded more than 
two dozen hostages, including American 
journalists James Foley and Steven Sotloff, 
and American aid worker Peter Kassig. 

Hundreds of foreign citizens fought 
alongside ISIS as it took control of large 
parts of Syria, raising concerns they will 
bring terrorism with them if they ever re¬ 
turn home. 

The legal issues are daunting. Most na¬ 
tions, including the U.S., would be unwill¬ 
ing to take back detainees unless they have 
evidence to prosecute them, and that often 
is difficult to collect in battlefield captures. 

While officials say Guantanamo is not a 
viable option for the two British insurgents, 
questions remain about any potential use 
of the facility. President Donald Trump 
issued an executive order last month that 
keeps the prison open, prompting specu¬ 
lation that additional detainees could be 
brought in. 

A number of allies, however, have openly 
criticized the use of Guantanamo, where 
detainees have been held for years without 
trial. And experts have argued the facility 
serves as a recruiting tool for extremists. 


Former ISIS hostages and families of the 
group’s victims are saying that Elsheikh 
and Kotey should be brought to trial. 

French journalist Nicolas Henin, who 
was held by the men and their comrades 
for 10 months, said he wants justice, and 
that the men should be tried in Britain, not 
shipped to Guantanamo Bay, because re¬ 
venge will just breed more violence. 

“What I’m looking for is justice, and 
Guantanamo is a denial of justice,” he told 
The Associated Press. 

Wheelbarger said the detainee problem 
is just one of the issues the defense minis¬ 
ters will discuss during the meeting. 

ISIS has been largely defeated in Iraq 
and is near destruction in Syria, where 
pockets of insurgents still operate along the 
Euphrates River near the border with Iraq 
and in other scattered locations. As a result, 
the coalition is shifting from an emphasis 
on combat operations to stabilization. 

“There are numerous questions about 
what’s next,” said Mattis. 

He said that will include ensuring that 
explosive devices are found and eliminat¬ 
ed, getting schools reopened and making 
sure clean water is available. 


No winners after Israeli 
strikes in Syria, but 
Syrians definitely lose 



Yehunda Pinto/AP 


In this image made from video, the wreckage of an Israeli jet that was shot down by Syrian anti-aircraft 
fire is seen on fire near Harduf, northern Israel, on Saturday. 


By Ishaan Tharoor 

The Washington Post 

One of the more dangerous es¬ 
calations in the long and brutal 
Syrian war took place last week¬ 
end. On Saturday, Israeli authori¬ 
ties shot down an alleged Iranian 
drone that had entered Israeli air¬ 
space from a base in Syria. The 
incursion was followed by a swift 
and stunning series of airstrikes 
— the largest the Israelis have 
carried out there since their 1982 
invasion of Lebanon. 

But the action didn’t stop there. 
Syrian regime forces hit one of 


craft fire. The 
plane crashed in 
northern Israel, and at least one 
of the two officers who ejected 
was severely injured. 

The incident was another re¬ 
minder of how entrenched the 
violence in Syria has become. As 
the country approaches a seventh 
year of conflict, the war taking 
place in its skies is growing more 
complicated, just as battles on the 
ground have. 

The Israelis have bombed Syria 
numerous times over the course 
of the war — though this is their 
first public acknowledgment of 
doing so. They want to counter 
Iranian influence on their door¬ 
step in the form of Hezbollah, the 
powerful Lebanese Shiite organi¬ 
zation, and various pro-Iran mili¬ 
tias, all deployed in defense of the 
Syrian President Bashar Assad’s 
regime. 

Meanwhile, the Russians are 
relentlessly bombing Syrian rebel 
groups, often at the expense of ci¬ 
vilians in their midst. 

Turkey, after years of work¬ 
ing toward Assad’s downfall, has 
started bombing Syrian Kurd¬ 


ish factions it sees as terrorist 
threats. The United States, of 
course, has conducted a devas¬ 
tating air campaign against Is¬ 
lamic State, sometimes working 
in league with Syrian Kurds as 
well as other rebel outfits on the 
ground. And the Assad regime 
continues to bomb targets within 
the country and, according to 
the United Nations, is still strik¬ 
ing civilian areas with chemical 
weapons. 

U.N. officials are alarmed by 
the “wave after wave” of deadly 
airstrikes hitting the country. In 
a statement, U.N. Secretary-Gen¬ 
eral Antonio Guterres called “on 
all to work for an immediate and 
unconditional de-escalation of 
violence and exercise restraint.” 

The incident gave Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne¬ 
tanyahu, facing a potential cor¬ 
ruption indictment at home, a 
chance to reprise his favored role 
as a champion of Israeli national 
security. 

“I have been warning for some 
time about the dangers of Iran’s 
military entrenchment in Syria. 
Iran seeks to use Syrian territory 
to attack Israel for its professed 
goal of destroying Israel,” he said 
via Twitter. 

But Netanyahu seems to have 
few options in Syria. He has made 
overtures to Russia in a bid to 
drive a wedge between Moscow 
and Tehran, Assad’s two main 
foreign backers. Russian forces, 
though, were almost certainly 
complicit bystanders in Syria’s 
shadow war with Israel. 

One of the Syrian bases “struck 
by Israel on Saturday houses not 
only Syrian soldiers but Russian 
military officers, too,” The Wash¬ 
ington Post’s Adam Taylor noted. 
“Some Israeli observers have said 


it is hard to imagine that the Rus¬ 
sians there would not have known 
about the Iranian drone or the 
subsequent anti-aircraft fire.” 

“Israel has no choice but to 
accept Moscow’s rules,” wrote 
Haaretz columnist Anshel Pfef- 
fer. “It will continue to demon¬ 
strate that it can fly over Syrian 
airspace and attack targets, but 
will nonetheless have to exer¬ 
cise much more caution. Russia, 
while it is not stopping the Israeli 
planes despite its control over 
Syrian airspace, will not stop 
Assad’s military from trying to 
shoot them down either.” 

So, beyond public snarling and 
a few covert strikes, the Israelis 
are themselves unlikely to risk 
further escalation. 

Either way, the situation means 
more pain for Syria’s beleaguered 
civilians. 

“The first weeks of 2018 have 
turned into one of the bloodi¬ 
est periods of the conflict yet,” 
the Post’s Liz Sly wrote last 
week, “with hundreds killed in 
airstrikes, nearly 300,000 dis¬ 


placed in northwestern Syria and 
400,000 at risk of starvation in a 
besieged area east of Damascus 
that has not received food since 
November.” 

“Numerous plans to limit the 
human toll have been floated, only 
to sink without trace,” Simon Tis- 
dall noted in a scathing essay in the 
Observer, referring to the fleeting 
talk of “safe havens” within Syria 
and the “faltering” Russia-backed 
scheme of “de-escalation” zones 
that numerous parties to the con¬ 
flict have flouted. 

Washington, meanwhile, is lit¬ 
tle more than a bystander. Both 
the Obama and Trump adminis¬ 
trations have focused primarily 
on defeating ISIS while skirting a 
reckoning with the Assad regime. 
It has led to a situation where 
America’s most important prox¬ 
ies in Syria will likely have to 
turn to Damascus. 

“Iranian drone took off from 
base under Russian control,” 
Pfeffer posted. “Syrians trained 
by Russians fired Russian mis¬ 
siles at Israeli planes. Israel co¬ 


ordinates operations over Syria 
with Russia and asks Russia to 
prevent escalation. The US has 
never been less relevant.” 

“In the end, our Syrian Kurd¬ 
ish and Syrian Arab allies must 
strike a deal with Assad,” Robert 
Ford, a former U.S. ambassador 
to Damascus, said in congressio¬ 
nal testimony last week. “Unless 
we are prepared for an indefinite 
military presence, that deal will 
largely be on Assad’s terms be¬ 
cause he will wait us out.” 

The damage is not just to U.S. 
credibility. 

“The failure to end the war has 
done enormous damage to the in¬ 
ternational institutions that have 
shaped global affairs since 1945,” 
Tisdall wrote. “It has altered the 
strategic power balance in fun¬ 
damental ways, permanently 
changing the world we live in. ... 
If the war has proved anything, it 
is that among Syria’s neighbors, 
concern for Syrian lives, territo¬ 
rial integrity, national identity or 
democratic governance does not 
rate highly.” 
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Trump aide confident of k 1 
release of Denis’ memo 


By Calvin Woodward 

Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON — Democrats 
on the House Intelligence Com¬ 
mittee are prepared to black out 
parts of their memo about the 
FBI’s Russia investigation to en¬ 
sure there’s no harmful spilling of 
secrets, then try again to get Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump to let it come 
out. A White House aide said he’s 
confident it will be released once 
Democrats “clean it up.” 

That possible nudge toward 
progress came as both sides trad¬ 
ed steamy recriminations over 
the matter. 

Rep. Adam Schiff, of California, 
senior Democrat on the House In¬ 
telligence Committee, said Trump 
is putting his personal interest 
above the country’s in blocking 
a memo that “completely under¬ 
mines his claim of vindication” in 
special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
continuing investigation of the 
2016 Trump campaign’s relation¬ 
ship with Russian interests and 
Russia’s meddling in the elec¬ 
tion. “The president doesn’t want 
the public to see the underly¬ 
ing facts,” Schiff said Sunday on 


CBS’s “Face the Nation.” 

The White House legislative 
director, Marc Short, countered 
that Democrats padded their 
memo with sensitive information, 
knowing Trump would stop its 
release, in an effort to make him 
look obstructionist. 

“We’re not afraid of transpar¬ 
ency,” Short said on NBC’s “Meet 
the Press.” “I think you’re going 
to see us release the memo.” 

Trump overrode strong Justice 
Department objections when he 
declassified a Republican memo 
alleging an abuse of surveillance 
powers in the FBI’s Russia investi¬ 
gation. The FBI expressed “grave 
concerns” about the memo’s accu¬ 
racy, and the Justice Department 
said in advance that its release, 
without proper review, would be 
“extraordinarily reckless.” 

But Trump has blocked the 
Democratic document, which 
tries to counter the Republican 
allegations of surveillance ex¬ 
cesses. The president has the au¬ 
thority to keep such information 
under wraps, and exercised it 
only against the Democrats. 

“Their goal here is to put the 
FBI on trial, to put Bob Mueller’s 


investigation on trial, and the 
president is only too happy to ac¬ 
commodate,” Schiff said. 

Rep. Devin Nunes, chairman 
of the intelligence panel, said if 
Democrats were intent on mak¬ 
ing important information public, 
they should get to work. “Their 
memo is sitting at the House In¬ 
telligence Committee, down at the 
bottom of the Capitol, waiting to 
be redacted,” the California Re¬ 
publican told Fox News. “If they 
really wanted to get it out, they’d 
be down there all day yesterday, 
redacting it, getting it back over 
to the White House so that the 
public can know what’s in it.” 

Schiff said Democrats showed 
the memo to the Justice Depart¬ 
ment and the FBI and asked for 
their feedback before bringing it 
to the intelligence panel, and did 
not hear complaints about inac¬ 
curacy. But he said Democrats 
will “sit down with the FBI and 
go through any concerns that 
they have” about the disclosure of 
classified intelligence. “We will 
redact it to make sure that we’re 
very protective of sources and 
methods,” Schiff said. 

In their memo, Republicans 
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Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif., ranking member of the House 
Committee on Intelligence, speaks Feb. 5 on Capitol Hill in 
Washington. 


challenged how the FBI and the 
Justice Department used infor¬ 
mation from former British spy 
Christopher Steele in obtaining a 
secret warrant to monitor Carter 
Page, who advised the Trump 
campaign on foreign policy. The 
memo alleges the FBI and the 
Justice Department didn’t tell the 
court enough about Steele’s anti- 
Trump bias or that his work was 
partly paid for by Hillary Clinton’s 
campaign and the Democratic Na¬ 
tional Committee. Republicans ar¬ 
gued that the reliance on Steele’s 
material politicized the govern¬ 
ment’s surveillance powers. 

Democrats said that memo 
“cherry-picked” details. They 
noted federal law enforcement 
officials had informed the court 
about the political origins of 


Steele’s work, some of his infor¬ 
mation was corroborated by the 
FBI and other evidence was used 
to get the warrant. The Demo¬ 
cratic memo is thought to elabo¬ 
rate on those points. 

Short, though, said Democrats 
also introduced political theater 
into the episode. “We believe that 
Congressman Schiff potentially 
put in there methods and sources 
that he knew would need to be 
redacted,” he said. “And if we re¬ 
dacted it, then there would be an 
outcry that said the White House 
is trying to edit it. So we said take 
it back, work with the FBI, clean 
it up, and we’ll release it.” 

Asked if Democrats drafted 
a memo they knew would be 
blocked, Schiff said “of course 
not.” 


White House response reflects obstacles abused women face 


By Juliet Linderman 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — When Jennifer Wil¬ 
loughby and Colbie Holderness stepped 
forward to tell the story of how they were 
physically, verbally and emotionally 
abused by their ex-husband, who since had 
become a top White House aide, President 
Donald Trump had nothing but good things 
to say about the man they had accused of 
domestic violence. 

Rob Porter “did a great job while he was 
at the White House. And we hope he has 
a wonderful career,” Trump said Friday, 
adding that the aide had vehemently main¬ 
tained his innocence. 

The president followed that up Saturday 
with a tweet that “lives are being shattered 
and destroyed by a mere allegation.” 

Porter’s resignation was announced 
Wednesday, just hours after a photograph 
was published of Holderness with a black 
eye, reputed to have been inflicted by 
Porter. Trump’s staff secretary called the 
allegations from his former spouses “out¬ 
rageous” and “simply false.” 

Trump’s chief of staff, John Kelly, had 
defended Porter on Tuesday as “a man of 
true integrity and honor” and “a friend, 
confidante and trusted professional.” By 
some accounts, White House counsel Don 
McGahn had been apprised of some ac¬ 
cusations about Porter at least four times, 
including as early as January 2017. 

The White House response serves as a 
high-profile illustration of the obstacles 
many women face in speaking out about 
their abuse. First and foremost: Will any¬ 
one believe them? 

“It so clearly illustrates that even today, 
in 2018, a lot of people react to these sorts 
of allegations by assuming that the woman 
is lying, or by indicating that, in essence, 
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President Donald Trump speaks to the 
media as he arrives at the Pentagon on 
Jan. 18. 

how a man behaves with women is nobody’s 
business, that it’s irrelevant,” said Emily 
Martin, National Women’s Law Center 
general counsel and vice president for edu¬ 
cation and workplace justice. “It suggests 
that what we really need to worry about is 
how these allegations will impact the man 
who is accused.” 

Months before Willoughby spoke to re¬ 
porters and identified Porter by name, 
she published a blog post explaining the 
fear and anxiety she felt about leaving her 
marriage and going public about the abuse 
she said she had suffered at the hands of 
a powerful man who was well-liked and 
well-respected. 

“Everyone loved him. People comment¬ 
ed all the time how lucky I was. Strang¬ 
ers complimented him to me every time 
we went out. But in my home, the abuse 
was insidious. The threats were personal. 
The terror was real. And yet I stayed,” 
she wrote. “When I tried to get help, I was 
counseled to consider carefully how what I 


said might affect his career. And so I kept 
my mouth shut and stayed.” 

In an interview on CNN’s “Anderson 
Cooper 360,” Willoughby said she’s often 
asked why she stayed in a relationship with 
Porter if he was a “monster.” 

“The reality is he’s not a monster,” she 
said. “He is an intelligent, kind, chivalrous, 
caring, professional man. And he is deep¬ 
ly troubled and angry and violent. I don’t 
think those things are mutually exclusive.” 

Martin said victims of domestic violence 
and abuse often hesitate to come forward 
or to leave their relationships, no matter 
how toxic, because they worry nobody will 
believe their accounts, particularly when 
the balance of power between the abuser 
and the victim is uneven. 

“That dynamic leaves many simply un¬ 
willing to consider the possibility that he 
has engaged in acts of violence, and when 
people aren’t willing to imagine that, the 
easiest thing to do is disbelieve the woman 
making these allegations,” Martin said. 

Both Holderness and Willoughby spoke 
of how Porter’s abuse shattered their con¬ 
fidence and manipulated their emotions, 
making the women feel powerless. In an 
interview with NBC, Willoughby said she 
didn’t even realize she was in an abusive 
relationship until she had been suffering 
for a year. 

Jessica Corbett is the wife of David So¬ 
rensen, who on Friday resigned as a White 
House speechwriter amid allegations that 
he physically and emotionally abused her. 
She wrote in a blog post that she was “em¬ 
barrassed to tell anyone because I thought 
that this wasn’t something that happened 
to women like me; it didn’t happen in my 
social circles.” 

“It’s lonely enough being a victim of 
abuse,” she wrote. “It’s even worse when 
the victim is made to stand alone.” 


Sorensen has denied the allegations. 

Debby Tucker, president of the board of 
directors for the National Center on Domes¬ 
tic and Sexual Violence, said women are 
far more likely to be accused of fabricating 
stories than men. Such long-standing so¬ 
cial biases play into victims’ reluctance to 
share their stories. 

“The societal belief system supports the 
idea that women are vindictive, spiteful 
and lie for advantage in custody and other 
matters,” she said. 

In the days since Willoughby’s story be¬ 
came public, comments on social media 
from abuse survivors tell stories of being 
afraid to come forward — and not being 
believed when they do. 

Vice President Mike Pence, striking a 
markedly different tone than Trump, said 
in an interview Friday on MSNBC that 
“there’s no tolerance in this White House 
and no place in America for domestic 
abuse.” 

But this is not the first time the White 
House has found itself in the middle of the 
#MeToo moment. 

Trump, who was recorded on tape prior 
to his presidency boasting about sexually 
assaulting women, has denied allegations 
of sexual misconduct from more than a 
dozen women, and said he was the victim 
of a “smear campaign.” 

Apart from disbelief, the White House 
also has showed ambivalence about alle¬ 
gations of mistreatment of women. Steve 
Bannon was brought on as Trump’s chief 
strategist despite misdemeanor charges 
in a 1996 domestic violence case. After 
Trump’s campaign manager, Corey Le- 
wandowski, was arrested and charged 
with assaulting a female reporter, Trump 
asked, “How do you know the bruises 
weren’t there before?” 
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'We are being targeted' 

Voodoo believers fear backlash after recent crimes 


By Alanna Durkin Richer 
and Philip Marcelo 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — Two separate 
crimes against children in recent 
days have one haunting similarity: 
Authorities have pointed to Voo¬ 
doo rituals as a possible motive. 

But practitioners of Haitian 
Vodou, which adherents spell dif¬ 
ferently to distinguish it from 
other variants, say the religion 
does not sanction violence and 
fear the crimes will spark a back¬ 
lash against their community. 

“We are being targeted,” said 
Maude Evans, a Haitian native 
and Vodou priestess in Boston’s 
Mattapan neighborhood. “I’m re¬ 
ally concerned that that’s how it’s 
going to be from now on. They will 
do things and blame it on Vodou.” 

Two sisters in East Bridgewater 
were arrested last month after they 
tied down and burned a 5-year- 
old girl, permanently disfiguring 
her, in a “Voodoo ritual” meant 


to rid her of a demon, authorities 
say. Peggy LaBossiere, who was 
arrested with her sister, Rachel 
Hilaire, also is accused of threat¬ 
ening to cut off the head of the girl’s 
8-year-old 
brother with 
a machete. 

About a 
week later, 
in nearby 
Brockton, 
officials 
said, a moth¬ 
er stabbed 
two of her 
children in 
what she 
described 
as a ritual 
involving 
“Voodoo 
stuff,” ac¬ 
cording to 
court docu¬ 
ments. Days later, at a candle¬ 
light vigil that drew hundreds of 
mourners to the crime scene, a 
local Christian bishop denounced 


the practice of Voodoo, to cheers 
from the crowd. 

Voodoo refers to religious prac¬ 
tices developed by Caribbean 
slaves who took spiritual tradi¬ 
tions from their native Africa and 
merged them with elements of 
Christianity and other faiths. Ad¬ 
herents generally believe every¬ 
thing is infused with a spirit and 
that prayers and other devotional 
acts will help bring them good 
health and protection. 

But there has been a movement 
in recent years in Haiti to refer 
to the practices as Vodou, which 
means “spirit” or “deity,” to set it 
apart from U.S. Deep South vari¬ 
ants more commonly associated 
with occult objects like Voodoo 
dolls and talismans. 

The negative portrayal of Voo¬ 
doo in American culture goes 
back at least to the Hollywood 
films of the 1920s and 1930s, said 
Patrick Bellegarde-Smith, a re¬ 
tired professor of African Studies 
at the University of Wisconsin- 


Some 
see us as 
worshipping 
the devil or 
evil spirits, 
but that’s 
far from 
what it is . f 

Lunine 

Pierre-Jerome 

Haitian Vodou 
practitioner 
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Sisters Rachel Hilaire and Peggy LaBossiere sit in Brockton District 
Court in Bridgewater, Mass., charged with tying down and burning a 
5-year-old girl in a “Voodoo ritual.” 


Milwaukee. In “White Zombie,” 
a 1932 film that often is credited 
as the first feature-length zombie 
flick, Bela Lugosi played an evil 
Haitian Voodoo master who com¬ 
manded an army of zombies. 

Lunine Pierre-Jerome, a Ran¬ 
dolph, Mass., resident who was 
raised in a Haitian Vodou house¬ 
hold and still practices privately, 
is adamant that what is being de¬ 


scribed as “Voodoo” in these cases 
is not a reflection of her culture. 

“Some see us as worshipping 
the devil or evil spirits, but that’s 
far from what it is,” said Pierre- 
Jerome, who teaches at Cam¬ 
bridge College in Boston and was 
a longtime administrator in the 
Boston public school system. 

Evans agreed: “We don’t hurt 
children. It’s about healing.” 


Adults in Kansas try to stop teens from running for governor 


By Avi Selk 

The Washington Post 

In a state where the youth voting rate is 
even worse than the dismal national aver¬ 
age, more than half a dozen Kansas teens 
are running for statewide office in 2018 
— a sort of viral movement against apathy 
that could, in theory, make a high school 
student the governor. 

Naturally, adults are trying to stop it. 

A state legislative committee moved a 
bill forward last week that would bar peo¬ 
ple under age 18 from running for state¬ 
wide office after a teenager discovered a 
loophole in the state’s electoral laws and 
inspired his peers to flood the race. 

“Oh, I could do that,” Jack Bergeson, 16, 
thought to himself when he realized Kan¬ 
sas law, while it restricts voting ages, says 
nothing about who can run for governor, 
the Kansas City Star reported last August. 

So the Wichita high school junior filed to 


run in the Democratic primary, campaign¬ 
ing for health care reform, medical mari¬ 
juana and open-carry gun laws. One of his 
classmates, a year older than Bergeson, 
became his running mate for lieutenant 
governor. 

Neither of them is old enough to vote. 

Some political analysts liked the idea of 
teens running for public office, the Star 
wrote, noting widespread apathy among 
young voters in the country. In the last 
nonpresidential election, census data show 
a mere 13 percent of Kansans ages 18 to 24 
voted. The national average was just a few 
points higher. 

Some other adults mocked Bergeson’s 
campaign. 

“People want something different,” the 
teen told Fox News host Jesse Watters in 
September. “They don’t necessarily want 
an experienced politician.” 

Watters interrupted him with a sneering 
laugh. “Yeah, so they want an inexperi¬ 


enced politician, and you’re going to be the 
most inexperienced politician ever.” 

“Yes,” Bergeson said, straight-faced. 

“Have you thought about a jacket and 
tie?” Watters asked, noting the candidate’s 
polo shirt. 

“If you dress more like everyday people, 
I think it shows a common relation be¬ 
tween the candidates and the people who 
elect them,” Bergeson replied. 

The host cracked more jokes, but the 
teen was not deterred. On the contrary, he 
talked his friend, Tyler Ruzich, into join¬ 
ing the governor’s race on the Republican 
side, where a huge slate of candidates was 
vying to replace former Gov. Sam Brown- 
back, who stepped down to become a U.S. 
ambassador. 

Fox News invited Ruzich to appear too 
— but this time respectfully, with the hosts 
noting his honor roll status and political 
experience in student government. 

From there, running for governor be¬ 


came something of a high school trend. 
Four candidates, all 16 or 17, held a forum 
inside the Lawrence Free State high school 
gym in October — long before any of their 
adult counterparts held a debate, the 
Wichita Eagle wrote. The forum looked not 
much different from any other, the news¬ 
paper reported. 

More and more joined the movement. By 
January, NPR wrote, six teens had entered 
the governor’s race alone — making up 
about a third of the candidates. 

That’s when the adults began to fight 
back. State Rep. Blake Carpenter, a Repub¬ 
lican, introduced a bill in the Kansas leg¬ 
islature in January that would bar anyone 
too young to vote from running for the gov¬ 
ernor’s office and other top state offices. 

The bill, which passed out of a commit¬ 
tee Feb. 6, wouldn’t affect the 2018 election 
if it becomes law. But going forward, Car¬ 
penter said, rules had to be laid down. 


White House’s promised Spanish-language website? Nada de nada 


By Luis Alonso Lugo 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Nada de 
nada — nothing at all. 

A year into the Trump adminis¬ 
tration, the White House website 
still has no Spanish-language con¬ 
tent, unlike during the two pre¬ 
vious administrations and even 
though nearly 1 in 5 people in the 
United States speaks Spanish. 

Even Iran and reclusive North 


Korea have made efforts to reach 
out to the Spanish-speaking world. 
In the U.S., meanwhile, President 
Donald Trump’s anti-immigrant 
rhetoric and his plan to build a 
wall on the border with Mexico 
are alienating some Hispanics. 

A year ago, then-presiden¬ 
tial press secretary Sean Spicer 
said the new administration had 
deleted Spanish content on the 
White House webpage but its in¬ 
formation technology folks were 


“working overtime” to develop a 
new site. In July, the White House 
director of media affairs, Helen 
Aguirre Ferre, said she expected 
a Spanish website to launch at the 
end of 2017. 

Now, Aguirre Ferre declines to 
say whether there are still plans to 
have a Spanish-language website. 

“We continue to work on im¬ 
proving the White House website, 
providing important content in 
English pertaining to the initia¬ 


tives and policies the Trump ad¬ 
ministration is undertaking,” she 
said in an email. 

Javier Palomarez, president and 
CEO of the U.S. Hispanic Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce, said the ab¬ 
sence of a White House webpage 
in Spanish “sends a very troubling 
message.” 

“There are over 4 million His- 
panic-American entrepreneurs 
and businesspeople in this coun¬ 
try, many of whom are receptive 


to the administration’s pro-busi¬ 
ness agenda,” Palomarez wrote 
in an email. “If they made even 
a little effort to communicate and 
engage with the Latino commu¬ 
nity, perhaps they would win a few 
of them over.” 

As Latinos became the largest 
minority in the U.S., President 
George W. Bush’s administration 
added Spanish-language content 
to the White House website for the 
first time. 
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Shooting suspect 
said victim had 
sought a hit man 



Steve Cannon/AP 


Rep. Byron Donalds, left, R-Naples, confers Friday with Rep. Cord Byrd, R-Neptune Beach, in 
Tallahassee, Fla. Donalds is the lead sponsor of a proposal that would allow parents whose children have 
been bullied at public schools in Florida to obtain state vouchers to help pay tuition at private schools. 

Florida bill would let bullied 
students go to private schools 


By Terry Spencer 

Associated. Press 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. 
— From third to fifth grade, 
Alyson Hochstedler says bullies 
slammed her son into lockers and 
punched him. One threatened 
to stab him. The public school’s 
administration did little to stop 
his tormentors, she says, so the 
mother of five transferred her 
son to private school, using a state 
grant for low- and middle-income 
families to pay his tuition. 

The Florida Legislature is con¬ 
sidering a proposal that would 
give parents like Hochstedler a 
second, more controversial op¬ 
tion, especially if they aren’t eligi¬ 
ble for income-based grants. That 
option is a state-funded private 
school voucher averaging $6,800 
per year expressly for children 
who say they have been bullied, 
regardless of income. 

The “Hope Scholarships” 
would be the nation’s first such 


program. The grants would be 
funded by car buyers who vol¬ 
untarily redirect $105 from their 
registration fee to the program, 
under a bill passed by the Florida 
House. Religious and secular pri¬ 
vate schools would be eligible. 

Hochstedler, a Tallahassee res¬ 
ident, wishes such a program had 
existed for her son, now 15 and 
thriving at a private school. 

“When the conflict is not re¬ 
solved for the safety and welfare 
of the child, having another re¬ 
course like the Hope Scholarship 
becomes just that ... hope,” she 
said in an email. 

But opponents whose children 
also have been bullied say it would 
do nothing to stop the problem. 
The state teachers union agrees, 
saying it is part of an effort to 
weaken public schools. A 2016 
study by the National Center for 
Education Statistics showed little 
difference in bullying between 
public and religious schools. 

Leah Ribando’s fourth-grader 


daughter suffers migraines from 
the relentless insults she and 
her friends receive from a group 
of girls at their central Florida 
school. She said accepting a 
voucher would seem like “I’m 
being paid off to leave” and would 
let administrators off the hook. 

“The bully isn’t being repri¬ 
manded — they will still be there 
to bully other kids,” she said. 

Under the proposal, students 
would be eligible if their parents 
told administrators they had been 
bullied, battered, harassed, hazed, 
sexually assaulted or harassed, 
robbed, kidnapped, threatened or 
intimidated at school. The allega¬ 
tion wouldn’t have to be proved, 
under the House bill. The com¬ 
panion Senate bill would require 
the principal’s substantiation. 

Critics say the measure is 
loosely written, and a child teased 
or jostled once in elementary 
school could get an annual vouch¬ 
er through high school. 


By Cleve R. Wootson Jr. 

The Washington Post 

Joseph Lopez had a chill¬ 
ing answer when investigators 
asked why he had shot a 19-year- 
old woman in the head around 
Christmas and then left her body 
in a rural area near Denver: She 
asked him to. 

Lopez said that Natalie Bol¬ 
linger had put an ad on Craigslist 
that said, “I want to put a hit on 
myself,” according to an affidavit 
obtained by Denver ABC-affiliate 
KMGH. Lopez responded. 

Lopez, 22, was charged Thurs¬ 
day with first-degree murder in 
the Dec. 28 killing of Bollinger. 
He is in jail with no bond, sched¬ 
uled to appear in court again 
Wednesday in a case that has 
shaken this part of Colorado since 
late last year. 

Investigators in Adams Coun¬ 
ty, Colo., have been poring over 
Bollinger’s social media accounts 

— and putting pressure on her 
friends and anyone else who 
may have known what happened 

— since her body was discov¬ 
ered a day after she was reported 
missing, Adams County Sheriff 
Mike McIntosh said in a news 
conference. 

Police discovered the Bloom¬ 
field teen’s body off Riverdale 
Road on the property of McIn¬ 
tosh Dairy farm a day after her 
boyfriend reported her missing 
Dec. 28. 

The affidavit recounts what 
Lopez told authorities, not neces¬ 
sarily what detectives believe. 

Two huge questions remain for 
authorities: Why did Bollinger 
have enough heroin in her sys¬ 
tem to kill her when she was shot? 
And did the suicidal thoughts 
that friends said Bollinger previ¬ 
ously expressed play a role in her 
death? 

Lopez had not known Bollinger 
for very long, McIntosh said at 


the news conference. 

Investigators said they had sin¬ 
gled out Lopez after interviewing 
Bollinger’s friends and sifting 
through her messages. 

They asked him Thursday as 
he arrived for work at Domino’s 
Pizza if he was willing to answer 
some questions, the Denver Chan¬ 
nel reported. 

According to the arrest affida¬ 
vit, he said “he was pretty sure he 
knew what we were there for ... 
he was sure it had to do with the 
girl he talked to on Craigslist.” 

He then told investigators how 
he had come into contact with Bol¬ 
linger, according to the affidavit. 

He said he stumbled across a 
strange ad combing through the 
“Women seeking Men” section on 
Craigslist, according to Denver 
NBC affiliate WBGA, and then 
messaged Bollinger, pretend¬ 
ing to be a hit man. He agreed 
to meet and kill her after a long 
conversation via text. Authorities 
uncovered more than 100 text 
messages between the pair. 

They discussed how she want¬ 
ed to be killed, and how he would 
be paid afterward. As they drove 
around, he said in the affidavit, he 
tried to talk her out of it, but she 
was adamant. She’d even brought 
her own gun, he said. 

He initially denied he was with 
her when she died, but investiga¬ 
tors countered with evidence that 
showed his cellphone at the scene 
of the crime, the affidavit said. 

Then he told them about Bol¬ 
linger’s final moment, according 
to court documents. 

He said Bollinger “knelt down 
on the ground and that he knelt 
down along her left side and 
slightly in front of her.” He then 
claimed they both said a prayer, 
he got up, closed his eyes and shot 
the teen. 

Then, he told investigators, he 
fled with Bollinger’s purse and 
the gun. 


Family IDs UK tourists killed in ‘horrible’ Grand Canyon helo crash 


By Walter Berry 

Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Three British people who 
died in a helicopter crash at the Grand Can¬ 
yon were in the American Southwest to 
celebrate one of their birthdays, a trip they 
had been looking forward to for a long time, 
family and friends said. 

They were identified early Monday as vet¬ 
erinary receptionist Becky Dobson, 27; her 
boyfriend, Stuart Hill, 30; and his brother, 
Jason Hill, 32. Dobson’s father, Peter Dob¬ 
son, told Britain’s Press Association news 
agency that the three were staying in Las 
Vegas for a long weekend. 

From there, they took a helicopter to 
the west rim of the Grand Canyon where 
it crashed under unknown circumstances 


Saturday evening on the Hualapai reserva¬ 
tion outside the boundaries of Grand Can¬ 
yon National Park. The three died and four 
others, including the pilot, were injured. 

Peter Dobson said his daughter and Stu¬ 
art Hill “were really happy together” and 
they were celebrating his birthday with a 
group of friends. 

“They were always going out and doing 
things, just enjoyed being with each other,” 
he said. “The whole thing is just terrible.” 

The group was traveling aboard a Pa- 
pillon Grand Canyon Helicopters chopper 
near Quartermaster Canyon. Crews tackled 
difficult terrain in a remote area to try to 
recover the victims’ bodies. 

A witness said he saw flames and black 
smoke spewing from the crash site, heard 


explosions and saw victims who were bleed¬ 
ing and badly burned. 

“It’s just horrible,” witness Teddy Fuji- 
moto said. “And those victims — she was so 
badly burned. It’s unimaginable, the pain.” 

Windy conditions, darkness and the rug¬ 
ged terrain made it difficult to reach the 
helicopter’s wreckage, Hualapai Nation 
police Chief Francis Bradley said. Rescue 
crews had to fly in, walk to the crash site 
and use night-vision goggles to find their 
way around, he said. 

The survivors were airlifted to a Las 
Vegas hospital by around 2 a.m. Sunday, 
Bradley said. All six passengers were from 
the United Kingdom, the British Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office confirmed. 

National Transportation Safety Board 


officials are expected at the crash scene to 
investigate what caused the chopper to go 
down, Bradley said. The Federal Aviation 
Administration also will be investigating 
the crash of the Eurocopter EC130, spokes¬ 
man Allen Kenitzer said. 

National Weather Service meteorologists 
in Flagstaff and Phoenix said winds were 
blowing an estimated 10 mph with gusts of 
20 mph around the time of the crash. 

Fujimoto, a Las Vegas photographer who 
was doing a wedding shoot at the time of the 
crash, said he suddenly saw people running 
toward the edge of a gulch. He said he heard 
gasps and went to check out the commotion 
coming from about 600 feet below. 

“In the gulch, there was a helicopter, 
flames, smoke,” he said. “It was horrible.” 
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Power back for most hit by Puerto Rico blackout 


By Danica Coto 

Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — Officials 
with Puerto Rico’s power company said 
Monday they have restored power to most 
customers who were hit by a blackout over¬ 
night after a fire at a substation, a setback 
that added to the U.S. territory’s struggle to 
recover from Hurricane Maria and years 
of deteriorating infrastructure. 

Two power plants that were knocked 
offline by the fire were repaired by dawn, 
while crews were still trying to repair 
two substations, power company spokes¬ 
man Geraldo Quinones told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. Power had returned to Puerto 
Rico’s largest public hospital and its main 


international airport. 

Quinones said he could not provide 
any numbers on how many customers re¬ 
mained without power as a result of Sun¬ 
day’s outage, which affected the island’s 
northern region. “They’ll be working 
throughout today to fully restore service,” 
he said, adding that authorities are investi¬ 
gating what caused the fire. 

Union leader Angel Figueroa said in a 
phone interview that a breaker normally 
would have prevented the incident, but 
that it’s too early to say if the problem was 
due to mechanical failure or lack of main¬ 
tenance amid an 11-year recession. 

“It’s very strange what happened,” he 
said. 

The outage adds to the woes of an island 


still struggling to fully restore power more 
than five months after Hurricane Maria 
started the longest blackout in U.S. his¬ 
tory. More than 400,000 power customers 
remain in the dark after the Category 4 
storm destroyed two-thirds of the island’s 
power distribution system and caused up 
to an estimated $94 billion in damage. 

The blast also illustrated the challenges 
of restoring a power grid that was already 
crumbling before it was devastated by the 
storm. 

In many cases, power workers are re¬ 
pairing equipment that should have long 
been replaced but remained online due to 
the power authority’s long financial crisis. 
The state-owned power company is worth 
roughly $4 billion, carries $9 billion in 


debt and has long been criticized for politi¬ 
cal patronage and inefficiency. It also has 
suffered frequent blackouts, including an 
islandwide outage in September 2016. 

Puerto Rico’s governor announced last 
month that he plans to privatize the com¬ 
pany, which relies on infrastructure nearly 
three times older than the industry aver¬ 
age. It would be the largest restructuring 
of a public entity in U.S. history. 

One week after his announcement, a fed¬ 
eral control board overseeing the island’s 
finances asked that a judge authorize a loan 
of up to $1.3 billion so the power company 
can keep operating. The board said the 
company could see an estimated $1.2 bil¬ 
lion loss in revenue in the first six months 
after Hurricane Maria. 


Help for Puerto Rican 
college students has 
some islanders worried 



Steven Senne/AP 


Brown University student Jessica Ortiz, seated at left, of Gurabo, Puerto Rico, receives a hug from 
Mariana Ramos Ortiz, of Cabo Rojo, as Fabiola Guasp, center, of San Juan speaks with Coral Murphy, 
right, of Manati, and Katerina Ramos Jordan, standing, of Trajillo Alto, on the school’s campus in 
Providence, R.l. Brown is among more than a dozen schools that have brought Puerto Rican students to 
study on campus for free in the wake of Hurricane Maria. 


By Collin Binkley 

Associated Press 

PROVIDENCE, R.L — It 
sounded like a scam. Three weeks 
after Hurricane Maria struck 
Puerto Rico, Brown University 
was offering to pick up 40 of the 
island’s top students in a private 
jet and shuttle them to the Ivy 
League school to study for a year. 
And it would all be free. 

Coral Murphy was suspicious 
but she applied anyway. Even 
after the acceptance email ar¬ 
rived, she still had doubts. Reality 
set in only after she got to the air¬ 
port and boarded the jet, where 
students were served sparkling 
water and sandwiches garnished 
with edible flowers. 

“I’m still kind of in shock,” said 
Murphy, 20, a junior in journal¬ 
ism who is now in her second 
term at Brown. “I’m like, ‘Where 
am I?”’ 

Murphy is among hundreds of 
Puerto Ricans who have come to 
colleges on the U.S. mainland fol¬ 
lowing the devastation wrought 
by Maria, often drawn by offers 
of free or discounted tuition from 
schools hoping to help students 
continue their education while 
the island recovers. 

Most of the offers are for one or 
two semesters, with the expecta¬ 
tion that students will return to 
their home universities in Puerto 
Rico. But some educators in the 
U.S. territory worry that some of 
the Caribbean island’s brightest 
students won’t come back to an 
already beleaguered public uni¬ 
versity system. 

“Some of these programs have 
targeted the cream of our crop, 
the best we have,” said Don 
Walicek, who teaches English 
and linguistics at the University 
of Puerto Rico. “Will they ever 
come back to Puerto Rico?” 

Even before the hurricane, en¬ 
rollment had been falling at the 
University of Puerto Rico, where 
students went on strike last year 
protesting deep budget cuts. 
When the system’s main campus 
at Rio Piedras reopened after 


Maria, more than 900 students — 
roughly 6 percent of the student 
body — did not return. 

Those who relocated are among 
thousands of other Puerto Ricans 
leaving the island, where elec¬ 
tricity is still in short supply amid 
a grueling recovery process. 

The tuition offers from main¬ 
land universities are modeled 
on programs created in 2005 to 
help U.S. students displaced by 
Hurricane Katrina. But Walicek 
and two other professors wrote 
an open letter in November not¬ 
ing that, unlike schools in New 
Orleans that closed for months, 
the University of Puerto Rico 
reopened just five weeks after 
Hurricane Maria. The exodus of 
students has reduced enrollment, 
forcing the cancellation of some 
courses. 

Officials behind the assistance 
programs say they’re only trying 
to help, and they’re encouraging 
students to return home after this 
school year. Administrators at 
Brown add that they partnered 
with the University of Puerto 
Rico and got approval for every 
student in the program. 

“We want and expect them to 
return to their home institutions 
to conclude their degrees,” said 
Marisa Quinn, chief of staff to 
the provost at Brown. “We really 
don’t want to do anything to un¬ 
dermine the university’s capacity 
to reopen and recover with great 
strength.” 

A total of 30 students accepted 
Brown’s offer and arrived on 
campus in October. Other schools 
hosting students at no charge in¬ 
clude Cornell University, which 
has 58 students from Puerto Rico 
this term. New York University is 
hosting about 50. Tulane Univer¬ 
sity enrolled 16. Some are offer¬ 
ing language support to students 


from the Spanish-speaking is¬ 
land, while others required appli¬ 
cants to be proficient in English. 

Dozens of other schools have 
offered reduced tuition rates 
typically reserved for state resi¬ 
dents, a move adopted by all pub¬ 
lic universities in New York and 
Massachusetts. A smaller group 
of schools also has extended this 
discount to students from the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, which was bat¬ 
tered by storms Irma and Maria. 

For universities, the act of 
charity can also bring a boost in 
publicity and a crop of talented 
students. While a year at Brown 
or NYU can top $70,000, many 
schools are adding students with¬ 
in their existing capacity, limiting 


the cost. In many cases, donors 
and foundations have chipped in. 

Many students who came to 
the mainland say they feel pulled 
between an allegiance to Puerto 
Rico and the bright opportunities 
they see here. Some vow to return 
home, but others say they’ll apply 
to other mainland schools or re¬ 
turn for graduate studies. 

The Massachusetts College of 
Art and Design in Boston brought 
10 students from Puerto Rico last 
month, including some who see 
the program as a stepping stone. 

“If I see another option, I will 
take it,” said Tanisha Pacheco Ro¬ 
driguez, a senior painting major, 
adding that after the hurricane 
hit, morale plummeted at her 


school, the School of Visual Arts 
and Design of Puerto Rico. “I ap¬ 
preciate this moment because it’s 
like being reborn.” 

At Brown, sophomore biology 
student Andrea Rodriguez-Vil- 
lafane said she wants to keep 
studying on the mainland, where 
she says internships are easier to 
find. 

“Here, they give you oppor¬ 
tunities on a silver plate. At the 
University of Puerto Rico, you 
have to search for them and be 
extremely determined,” she said. 
“They won’t come to you.” 

In Puerto Rico, she fears the 
threat of new budget cuts at school 
and the danger posed by future 
hurricanes. But she is conflicted, 
because it’s also her home. 

“I’m pretty terrified, but at the 
same time I have family in Puerto 
Rico, and I also feel this sense of 
responsibility that I should come 
back,” she said. “If everyone 
leaves, who will be there to help 
Puerto Rico?” 


* I also feel this sense of responsibility that I should come back. 

If everyone leaves, who will be there to help Puerto Rico? f 

Andrea Rodriguez-Villafane 

Brown University biology student from Puerto Rico 
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Left: Water flows through a break in the wall of the Oroville Dam spillway in Oroville, Calif., on Feb. 9, 2017. Right: The damaged spillway undergoes repair work in October. 


Crisis drives harder look at aging US dams 


By Ellen Knickmeyer 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — One year after the 
worst structural failure at a major U.S. dam 
in a generation, federal regulators who over¬ 
see California’s towering, half-century-old 
Oroville Dam say they are looking hard at 
how they overlooked its built-in weaknesses 
for decades. 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Com¬ 
mission is telling owners of the 1,700 other 
hydroelectric dams it regulates nationally 
that it expects them to look equally hard 
at their own organizations and aging dams 
in the wake of the sudden collapse of much 
of first one, then both spillways last Febru¬ 
ary at the 770-foot-tall Oroville Dam, the 
nation’s tallest. 

Given that the average dam in the United 
States is in its 50s, like Oroville, it’s criti¬ 
cal that owners and monitors of America’s 
90,580 dams act on a main lesson of the 
near-disaster, dam officials nationally say: 
Is the way a dam was built in the Cold War 
era or earlier good enough to protect lives in 
2018 and beyond? 

The crisis in California, a state that had 
been recognized nationally for its dam 
safety program, “makes very clear that 
just because a project has operated suc¬ 
cessfully for a long period of time does not 
guarantee that it will continue to do so,” 
the federal dam regulators wrote late last 
month in an unusual, blunt open letter to 
U.S. dam operators. 

“We are focusing on how to improve our 
program to identify and prevent incidents, 
regardless of magnitude, that could result 


from similar dam safety and organizational 
factors that contributed to the Oroville in¬ 
cident,” regulators wrote. “We expect our 
regulated-dam owners to have similar in¬ 
ternal discussions.” 

Residents flee 

On Feb. 12, 2017, residents across parts 
of three counties in the Sierra Nevada foot¬ 
hills fled their homes. Authorities warned 
that the chain reaction of structural failures 
at the Oroville Dam complex could send a 
wall of water gushing through their nearby 
Gold Rush-era towns within the hour. 

Despite evacuation orders for nearly 
200,000 people, the feared uncontrolled 
release of massive amounts of Oroville’s 
reservoir did not happen. California’s 
repair bills for the near-disaster have 
neared $1 billion. Residents downstream 
have filed more than $1 billion more in 
claims. 

Last month, two national dam safety or¬ 
ganizations focused the blame on the dam’s 
overseers. California’s Department of Water 
Resources, which owns Oroville, regulators 
and consultants had focused on satisfying 
routine regulatory requirements for the 
dam — which anchors a water system that 
supplies more than half of California’s peo¬ 
ple — but never took stock of whether the 
dam complex was built well enough in the 
1960s to stand up over time, their indepen¬ 
dent probe concluded. 

Oroville shows “we got a little compla¬ 
cent with what we were doing” as an in¬ 
dustry “and now need to re-examine and 
identify some of the more subtle and latent 


problems,” John France, a Colorado-based 
dams expert who led the probe, said. 

California’s Department of Water Re¬ 
sources declined to make an official avail¬ 
able to comment for this article but said in 
an email it is implementing changes called 
for by France’s team. 

The 19,000 residents of Oroville, the town 
that would have been first in the path of 
water from the reservoir, watch the year- 
round repairs at the dam in the hills behind 
them uneasy still. 

‘Pretty devastating’ 

“I’m not sure how much we trust DWR, 
but that’s out of our hands,” said Julie 
Jackson, owner of a downtown Oroville 
flower store. “It was pretty devastating,” 
she said of the fear that overrode tens of 
thousands of people stuck on evacuation- 
clogged roads as they tried to save families 
from what authorities said could be immi¬ 
nent disaster. “All our family members and 
friends we knew were in the path.” 

For Lori Spragens, executive director 
of the national Association of State Dam 
Safety Officials, the Oroville spillway col¬ 
lapses were the biggest structural failures 
at a major U.S. dam of her career. 

The last comparable one was the U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation’s Teton Dam in 
Idaho, which broke apart in 1976, kill¬ 
ing 11 people. Teton was less than half 
the height of Oroville, at 305 feet. Other 
U.S. dam failures since the 1970s involved 
dams that were just fractions of Oroville’s 
size but killed multiple people. 

Oroville Dam, by contrast, is the height 


of a 70-story skyscraper. Its size and the 
deep, snaking canyon that opened below it 
took France’s breath away when he drove 
to the foot of the dam after the spillways’ 
collapse. 

“I can’t report exactly what I said with¬ 
out expletives,” the dam safety expert said 
of his reaction. “It’s an enormous structure. 
The erosion was massive.” 

Dam safety officials, regulators and 
watchdog groups call Oroville a wake-up 
call. Most say it’s being heard. 

“Absolutely, it’s changed things,” said 
Kevin Colburn, a national director of Amer¬ 
ican Whitewater, which works on policy is¬ 
sues affecting rivers nationally. “If I lived 
downstream of a dam, I’d be glad Oroville 
happened.” 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Com¬ 
mission, which oversees Oroville and the 
nation’s other hydroelectric dams, said it’s 
too early to detail whether the post-Oroville 
reviews it ordered nationally have led to 
changes at other dams and declined to make 
a dam regulator available for interview. 

For some dam owners, however, Oro¬ 
ville’s immense size might make them think 
lessons there don’t apply to ordinary dams, 
said Jonathan Garton, president of the As¬ 
sociation of State Dam Safety Officials and 
a dam regulator for Iowa. So might the fact 
that no one died, Garton said. 

“Definitely from a dam safety commu¬ 
nity perspective, it was a wake-up call,” he 
said. But “in terms of owners saying, ‘Gosh, 
that scares me,’ I haven’t seen that.” 


* I can’t report exactly what I said without expletives. It’s an enormous structure. The erosion was massive, f 

John France 

Colorado-based dams expert 
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Leo Correa/AP 


A float is adorned with a puppet depicting Marcelo Crivella, the 
mayor of Rio de Janeiro, and the message “Mayor’s sin is not to 
enjoy the Carnival” during Carnival celebrations in Rio de Janeiro. 


What’s next for 
Korean Peninsula? 


WORLD 

Brazil’s 
politicians 
targets at 
Carnival 

By Mauricio Savarese 

Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO — There 
are some Brazilians who probably 
aren’t finding much to enjoy in Rio 
de Janeiro’s colorful Carnival pa¬ 
rades — the mayor, the governor 
and the president. 

An anti-establishment tone is 
echoing through this year’s cel¬ 
ebrations in Brazil. Sunday night’s 
parade at Rio’s Sambadrome 
featured entries that blasted the 
country’s political leadership at a 
moment of economic slump and 
political scandal. 

President Michel Temer, Rio de 
Janeiro state Gov. Luiz Fernando 
Pezao and Rio Mayor Marcelo 
Crivella were expected to skip 
the two-day bash at the Sambad¬ 
rome. The samba parades used to 
be a magnet for politicians before 
a sprawling corruption investiga¬ 
tion around state-run oil giant 
Petrobras began in 2014. Now of¬ 
ficeholders fear being booed and 
even attacked by critics. 

Temer, whose popularity is in 
single digits, spent his last Car¬ 
nival as president with a group of 
40 people on a military-guarded 
beach south of Rio. Earlier, a few 
hundred revelers in the capital of 
Brasilia organized a street party 
to make fun of his poor health and 
his unpopular pension overhaul. 

Crivella was photographed by 
the newspaper 0 Globo at Sao 
Paulo’s international airport near 
the time the parade began. 

In the Sambadrome or at street 
parties, Carnival revelers usually 
take the five-day extravaganza 
to forget everyday problems, and 
most of them will do just that. But 
the political message is more pres¬ 
ent than in recent years. 

“This has been the most politi¬ 
cal bash since the middle of the 
’80s when Brazil’s military dicta¬ 
torship was about to end,” Carni¬ 
val historian Luiz Antonio Simas 
said. “Brazil has been mired in 
political chaos and corruption 
scandals, and people want to vent 
their frustrations at the same time 
they want to be in the party. That 


is a great mix for Carnival.” 

Brazil is holding a presidential 
election in October, and the results 
are hard to predict in a polarized 
society. The front-runner in opin¬ 
ion polls is former President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva, but he faces a 
growing risk of being arrested fol¬ 
lowing a corruption conviction. 

Da Silva has also been a po¬ 
larizing figure at Carnival, with 
supporters using costumes and 
banners criticizing Brazil’s judi¬ 
ciary in his defense and adversar¬ 
ies bringing dolls of the former 
president in prison clothing. 

In Rio, though, the most criti¬ 
cized politician is the mayor. 

Mangueira, one of Rio’s most 
popular samba schools, prepared 
a float featuring a plastic butt with 
Crivella’s name on it. Since tak¬ 
ing office last year, the evangeli¬ 
cal bishop-turned-politician has 
cut city funding for samba schools 
and avoided the bash. 

A shirt popular among revelers 
says “Carnival will kick the Criv¬ 
ella out of you.” Earrings, tiaras 
and banners have also been used 
against the mayor, who has said he 
has nothing against Carnival but 
considers it to be “only a party.” 


“The mayor has no idea what 
Carnival is and doesn’t separate 
his religion from our city’s most 
important party,” said Lucia 
Araujo, who was wearing a “Fora 
Crivella” (Crivella out) tiara. 

Sao Paulo Mayor Joao Doria, 
who was until recently seen as 
a presidential hopeful, heard in¬ 
sults as he visited that city’s sam¬ 
badrome. A picture of him being 
snubbed by a top samba singer 
went viral on Brazilian social 
media channels Sunday. 

Later Doria used Twitter to say 
he was just being polite when he 
tried to shake hands and take pho¬ 
tos with singer Zeca Pagodinho, 
who is also a friend of da Silva’s. 

Other samba schools had a 
broader, but also political theme. 

Paraiso do Tuiuti featured plas¬ 
tic ducks manipulated by pup¬ 
peteers, in a reference to a giant 
plastic duck used by conserva¬ 
tives to complain about Brazil’s 
high taxes during demonstrations 
two years ago pushing for the 
impeachment of then-President 
Dilma Rousseff. The group’s float 
also had a vampire wearing the 
presidential sash under several 
false dollar bills. 


By Eric Talmadge 

Associated Press 

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea 
— North Korea won the political 
gold medal at Pyeongchang just 
by showing up. But what’s next? 

Kim Jong Un scored some badly 
needed publicity points by sending 
his little sister to the games and 



Korean Presi¬ 
dent Moon Jae-in 
to come to Pyongyang in the near 
future. And while his athletes are 
at best an asterisk at the games, 
the 229-member strong, all-fe¬ 
male and campy cheering squad 
is the hottest clickbait around. 

But parlaying photo ops and 
handshakes into lasting, positive 
change in the regional security 
situation is quite another matter. 

The issues that divide the Ko- 
reas are all too real. Kim Jong Un, 
for all of his newfound interest in 
cozying up with Seoul, is clinging 
to his totalitarian leadership style, 
nuclear weapons and long-range 
missiles as tightly as ever. 

With the North’s high-powered 
political delegation to the games 
now back in Pyongyang, and U.S. 
Vice President Mike Pence back 
in Washington, here’s a look at 
how the narrative has shifted and 
what some of Kim’s next moves 
might be. 

North Korea’s big fear isn’t 
South Korea. It’s the United 
States. 

By wooing liberals in Seoul, 
Kim Jong Un is trying to make 
Washington the odd man out. 

The more direct dealings North 
and South have, the harder it is for 
Washington to call the shots. If the 
North can create a mood of de¬ 
tente, or even of cautious engage¬ 
ment, President Donald Trump’s 
policy of “maximum pressure” 
gets harder to enforce. 

Kim’s strategy has already 
started to pay off. A number of 
sanctions had to be waived just 


Associated Press 

LONDON — All flights in and 
out of London City Airport were 
canceled Monday after a 1,100- 
pound unexploded World War II- 
era bomb was found nearby in the 
River Thames. 

The Metropolitan Police ser¬ 
vice cleared an area within 700 
feet of the bomb, including sever¬ 
al residential streets, as officers 
worked with specialists from the 
Royal Navy to remove the device. 

Police said the bomb was dis¬ 
covered Sunday at the George V 
Dock during preplanned work at 
City Airport. They described it as 
a 5-foot shell that was lying in a 
bed of dense silt. 

“The first stage of the removal 
operation is to free the shell from 


to allow the North’s delegation to 
come. More importantly, Kim got 
Moon to push Trump to postpone 
annual U.S.-South Korean mili¬ 
tary exercises Kim sees as a dress 
rehearsal for invasion. They are 
now set to be held after the Olym¬ 
pics and Paralympics are over. 
The North is pushing for them to 
be abolished altogether. 

The summit offer was Kim’s 
most obvious wedge move. 

Moon wisely gave a cautious, 
noncommittal response to Kim’s 
invitation. He’s a smart, savvy pol¬ 
itician. He’s dealt with Pyongyang 
before — well before Kim Jong 
Un was in charge — and he knows 
how easily deals can fall through 
and progress revert to rancor. 

But Moon has a legacy to think 
about. He might even have a sin¬ 
cere desire to actually fix prob¬ 
lems. Washington, meanwhile, 
hasn’t been his best friend of 
late, criticizing their trade deals 
and not even making the effort to 
name a new ambassador. 

So Moon has good reason to at 
least consider a trip to Pyongyang. 
If it doesn’t work out, there’s a mil¬ 
lion ways to spin. 

And as the two Koreas try to 
work out the details, where would 
Trump be? 

As far out of the picture as Kim 
can keep him. 

Without a lot of reassurances, 
Trump’s “America First” policy 
isn’t a comforting concept for 
South Koreans. 

For the U.S.-South Korean alli¬ 
ance to really work, Seoul needs to 
confidently believe two things: It 
can count on the U.S. to defend it in 
a war that can’t be avoided, and it 
won’t start a war on the peninsula 
that Seoul doesn’t want or doesn’t 
have a significant say in. 

Trump’s fire-and-fury style of 
dealing with Pyongyang makes 
some South Koreans question if he 
is taking the tremendous risks to 
their lives and livelihood into ac¬ 
count should hostilities flare up. 


the silt so that it can be floated 
for removal,” police said in a 
statement. 

Local officials offered emergen¬ 
cy accommodations to residents 
and said work to remove the bomb 
would continue into Tuesday. 

Airport CEO Robert Sinclair 
said he recognizes that passengers 
will be inconvenienced but said 
the airport is cooperating fully 
with authorities “to resolve the 
situation as quickly as possible.” 

London City, the smallest of 
London’s international airports, 
handled 4.5 million passengers 
last year. Popular with business 
travelers, it’s located in east Lon¬ 
don’s Docklands, an area that was 
heavily bombed during World 
War II. 


Data recorders found at Russian plane crash site 


By Vladimir Isachenkov 

Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Tramping through snowy fields out¬ 
side Moscow, emergency workers found both flight 
data recorders from a crashed Russian airliner as 
they searched Monday for debris and the remains of 
the 71 passengers and crew who died. 

The An-148 twin-engine jet bound for Orsk in the 
southern Urals went down minutes after taking off 
from Moscow’s Domodedovo airport Sunday. All 65 
passengers and 6 crew on board were killed. Russian 
investigators quickly ruled out a terrorist attack. 

The Investigative Committee, Russia’s premier 
state investigative agency, said the plane was intact 
and there had been no fire before it hit the ground. 

The plane’s fuel tanks exploded on impact, scatter¬ 
ing debris across 74 acres in deep snow, according to 
the Emergency Ministry, which used drones to direct 


the search. 

Deputy Prime Minister Arkady Dvorkovich told a 
Cabinet meeting that emergency teams have found 
both flight data and cockpit conversation recorders, 
which are crucial for determining the crash’s cause. 

Officials said the search for victims’ remains at the 
crash site will take a week. The 65 passengers ranged 
in age from 5 to 79, according to a list posted by the 
Russian Emergencies Ministry. 

The plane was operated by Saratov Airlines, which 
said the plane had received proper maintenance and 
passed all the necessary checks before the flight. The 
plane was built in 2010 for a different airline that op¬ 
erated it for several years before putting it in storage. 
Saratov Airlines commissioned it last year. 

The airline said the plane’s captain had more than 
5,000 hours of flying time, 2,800 of them in an An- 
148. The other pilot had 812 hours of experience, 
largely in that model. 


Bomb from WWII shuts 
down London airport 
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By Fred Hiatt 

The Washington Post 

T hat we celebrate the bipartisan 
budget agreement approved last 
week shows how far we have 
slipped as a democracy since 
President Barack Obama and House 
Speaker John Boehner tried to tackle our 
fiscal problem. 

It’s a decline that imperils our ability to 
keep America great. 

It is true that government did not shut 
down last week (well, not for long) and 
that the United States will keep paying its 
debts (at least for now). The alternatives, 
entirely imaginable in today’s Washington, 
would have been worse. But think back to 
the Obama-Boehner negotiations in 2012 
and 2013. Then, you might recall, the dis¬ 
pute was over how to balance two diffi¬ 
cult things: tax increases and entitlement 
cuts. Neither was popular, but Democrats 
understood we needed one, Republicans 
knew we needed the other. Together, poli¬ 
ticians were — almost — ready to put the 
nation on sounder financial footing. 

Now we cheer because Democrats and 
Republicans agree to let each other in¬ 
crease domestic and military spending, 
respectively. We have gone from arguing 
over portions of spinach and broccoli, in 
other words, to congratulating ourselves 
for letting each other eat as much of two 
different kinds of ice cream as we want. 

Look, the Democrats crow, we got $131 
billion of mint chocolate chip! We win! 

No, say the Republicans, we got $165 bil¬ 
lion of butter pecan! We win! 

As to difficult things — those are for 
suckers. If the other party won’t go there, 
why should we? 


By Kathleen Parker 

Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
hen White House staff sec¬ 
retary Rob Porter resigned 
Wednesday amid allegations 
that he abused his two ex-wives 
and a former girlfriend, he parted the cur¬ 
tains on a Trumpian-scale personnel and 
security disaster. 

Bottom line: You don’t keep people in 
the White House who’ve been credibly ac¬ 
cused of domestic abuse. I’d be the first 
to argue that an allegation doesn’t neces¬ 
sarily constitute guilt, and there’s been no 
adjudication of these charges. But there 
are sound reasons for security checks and, 
based on what the FBI discovered, Porter 
didn’t qualify. 

Indeed, he never did receive full clear¬ 
ance and remained in the White House as 
the president’s righthand man on a tem¬ 
porary permit dating back to his first day 
on the job. That he remained onboard for 
more than a year is surprising to all but the 
White House staff, who, given their cumu¬ 
lative inexperience, may not have realized 
that people usually are denied employment 
in far-less significant jobs if they can’t pass 
security checks. 

Exceptions can be made, of course. And 
the president has the authority to waive a 
security clearance. But what possible rea¬ 
son could there be to keep someone inside 
the classified world of the White House 
under such circumstances? Not only is 
there reason to question his character, but 
the overarching message here is that this 
White House isn’t much concerned about 
domestic violence. 

The simple answer may be that Porter is 
one of only a few people over on Pennsylva¬ 
nia Avenue who knew how to do anything. 


Politically, it seems to make sense. The 
only victims are the next generations, who 
will have to pay the debt; any remaining 
faith in politicians, whose hypocrisy once 
again is laid bare; and, maybe most de¬ 
structive, the government’s wherewithal to 
help prepare the nation for the challenges 
of the coming century. 

First responsibility, of course, lies with 
the cynic in chief. Has anyone ever frothed 
and foamed more, while caring less, about 
the deficit? 

“Our deficit spending is China’s gain,” 
Donald Trump tweeted in 2011. “@Barack- 
Obama is bankrupting our country.” 

The next year: “Obama just had another 
trillion dollar budget deficit for the fourth 
year in a row. At least he is consistent.” 

The next: “Obama is the most profli¬ 
gate deficit & debt spender in our nation’s 
history.” 

And the next, and the next, and the next. 
It was, of course, all a game. It took Trump 
13 months to surpass Obama in breath¬ 
taking irresponsibility, with his massive 
tax cut last year, unpaid for, and massive 
spending bill last week, mostly unpaid for. 

But even a president of gargantuan 
duplicity can’t accomplish this alone. It 
required the dishonesty of the entire Re¬ 
publican leadership, pretending that tax 
cuts pay for themselves and deciding to 
pass a “tax reform” with no input from the 
Democratic Party. 

That almost guaranteed that Democrats 
would forswear fiscal responsibility, not 
that most of them needed much convinc¬ 
ing. Why restrain spending, they would say 
—just to pay for tax cuts for the rich? 

The last pretenders were the conserva¬ 
tive Republicans who supported the tax 
cut, opposed the spending bill and claimed 


For one, he’s well-connected in Republican 
circles. His father, Roger Porter, worked 
in three administrations and was, I’m told, 
top-drawer. The younger Porter, now 40, is 
a Rhodes scholar who worked for Repub¬ 
lican Sens. Mike Lee, Rob Portman and 
Orrin Hatch, for whom he was chief of staff. 
Moreover, at Harvard, he was a classmate 
of Jared Kushner, who took a class from 
the senior Porter, who was teaching a class 
on the American presidency. 

Washington, if you haven’t heard, is a 
small town. 

Most likely, Porter was deemed too valu¬ 
able to the White House given that he, 
and virtually no one else, including the 
president and chief of staff John Kelly, 
understood how the legislative branch of 
government works. Whatever his mili¬ 
tary achievements, Kelly may be the least 
qualified chief of staff in recent history, in¬ 
cluding his lackluster predecessor, Reince 
Priebus, who is Jim Baker by comparison. 

It is unclear how events related to Porter 
unfolded — or didn’t unfold — or who knew 
what and when. If these questions sound 
familiar, they shouldn’t be dismissed as 
unimportant. Republicans who were of¬ 
fended by the lack of governing experience 
of Barack Obama should be equally out¬ 
raged by this administration’s. 

Kelly has pleaded ignorance about Por¬ 
ter’s alleged abusive background, saying 
he only recently found out about it. But it 
appears that Kelly was informed last fall 
and that White House counsel Don Mc- 
Gahn knew a year ago. The Washington 
Post reported Thursday, “When McGahn 
informed Kelly this fall about the rea¬ 
son for the security clearance holdup, he 
agreed that Porter should remain.” 

Meanwhile, comments from the White 
House, where Porter’s 29-year-old girl¬ 
friend, Hope Hicks, is director of commu¬ 


the mantle of fiscal rectitude — but for the 
most part are no readier than anyone else 
in Washington to support a government of 
the size that their tax bill will pay for. Yes, 
they’re happy to cut food stamps and force 
Medicaid recipients to work; but when it 
comes to scaling back the big middle-class 
entitlements that increasingly gobble up 
the budget, do not count on their votes. 

“This is no way to run a country,” said 
Sen. Michael Bennet, D-Colo., one of the 
few with the courage to oppose the bill 
for the right reasons last week. “Instead 
of scratching each other’s backs in Wash¬ 
ington, we should be working to find a 
balanced way to fund our priorities while 
ensuring that we do not strangle the next 
generation of Americans in debt they did 
not incur.” 

The key verb in that statement is not 
“strangle” but “fund” — because the 
saddest consequence of this failure of 
leadership is the lost opportunity to 
shape American greatness for the next 
generation. 

Honest leaders would be saying that we 
need, yes, to reform entitlement programs, 
but also to levy sufficient taxes to care for 
our old and poor and simultaneously take 
advantage of the opportunities that science 
and technology are presenting: Educate 
young people, retrain workers, invest in 
research, build the infrastructure that a 
21st-century economy needs. 

That would be one kind of leadership, the 
kind that did make America great and keep 
it that way for decades after World War II. 

Or you can whoop and holler because 
you got two scoops and the other kid got 
only one. 

Fred Hiatt is The Washington Post’s editorial page 


nications, have been all over the lot. First, 
Porter was fired, then he wasn’t; next he 
resigned, cleaned out his desk and was 
leaving, but not yet. Porter denied all alle¬ 
gations and claimed he was the target of a 
smear campaign. But by whom? 

Not by his two ex-wives, one of whom had 
sought a restraining order against Porter 
during their marriage. Neither of them 
sought out the Daily Mail, which broke 
the story. Rather, reporters pursued them, 
according to the women. But who tipped 
off the reporters and why talk to them if 
not for revenge? Or something. The plot 
doesn’t so much thicken as gurgle and ooze 
the way swamps sometimes do. 

Rumors abound, needless to say. One 
goes that former Trump campaign man¬ 
ager Corey Lewandowski, who author 
Michael Wolff claimed once dated Hicks, 
is behind the smear. Another story line in 
the Daily Mail involves a former girlfriend 
warning the White House of allegations 
against Porter. Pending further revela¬ 
tions, I’ll leave you with a quote from the 
late, great Kate O’Beirne, pundit emeri¬ 
tus, who used to say, “Never cheat on your 
mistress.” 

Ultimately, assuming you’re feeling dis¬ 
gusted by now, this unfolding story isn’t 
about bad marriages, philandering or 
romance. The shock and awe emanating 
from the White House about Porter aren’t 
so much a commentary on the man, but are 
testament to the surreal and potentially 
perilous incompetence surrounding the 
president. Nearly every day reconfirms 
the reality that having once been a chief 
executive (or a reality TV star) is no rec¬ 
ommendation for governance. 

PS. Kushner hasn’t cleared security yet, 
either. 


Why Porter lasted at White House for so long 
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Beach beset by stinging 
man-of-war creatures 

P| MELBOURNE — 
I L Beachgoers in one part 
of central Florida are encounter¬ 
ing dozens of stinging sea crea¬ 
tures known as the Portuguese 
man-of-war. 

Florida Today reported that 
a number of people on Brevard 
County beaches have suffered 
stings from the animals. Offi¬ 
cials said most of the stings occur 
when people pick the creatures 
up on the beach, rather than in 
the water. 

Man-of-war warnings were 
posted at some of the north¬ 
ern county beaches Saturday. 
There were reports of stings as 
far south as the Sebastian River 
State Park. 

Police: Homeless man 
attacked by 20 to 30 

|y W NEW Y0RK — Police 
Iri ■ in New York said a 
homeless man suffered injuries 
after a group of 20 to 30 people 
attacked him while he was on a 
train, and two teens have been 
taken into custody. 

Police said the 29-year-old 
man was on a northbound A-train 
about 9:30 p.m. Saturday when he 
was attacked as it approached the 
Columbus Circle station in Man¬ 
hattan. He was taken to a local 
hospital for treatment of minor 
facial injuries. 

A spokesman for the New York 
Police Department said a girl and 
a boy, both 16, are in custody. They 
face possible assault charges. 

Rescued beluga whale 
to go to SeaWorld park 

ffk |£ KENAI — Officials 
said a rescued Cook 
Inlet beluga whale soon will call 
SeaWorld San Antonio home. 

The Peninsula Clarion re¬ 
ported National Marine Fisher¬ 
ies Service official Kate Brogan 
said the Texas location is the best 
fit for the whale, named Tyonek, 
which has become both nutrition¬ 
ally and socially dependent and 
lacks the survival and socializa¬ 
tion skills that are necessary for 
life in the wild. 

The National Marine Fisheries 
Service in January began review¬ 
ing applications for which facility 
would make the best home for the 
whale, which has been under care 
of experts from the Alaska SeaL- 
ife Center in Seward since he was 
found in September in south-cen¬ 
tral Alaska. 

Police dog honored 
for capturing suspect 

|N CROWN POINT — A 
I lr| police dog that captured 
a double-murder suspect in De¬ 
cember has been honored by a 
northwestern Indiana city. 

Crown Point’s City Council re¬ 
cently named Radar and his of¬ 
ficer handler, Stanko Gligic, the 
city’s employees of the month. 

Gligic sent Radar to track 
down double-murder suspect 
Robert Stewart on Dec. 26 after 
the armed Merrillville man fled 
police. The dog led officers about 
a mile to a backyard shed. 

The Times of Munster report- 


THE CENSUS 


The number of vehicles whose tires and rims were stolen at a car dealership in Oklahoma. Norman police said the theft was 
discovered Feb. 5 and the vehicles were sitting on wooden blocks. Investigators estimated that 160 rims and tires had been 
taken. Investigators believe that the suspects entered the dealership by cutting the lock on the gate and then turned off the lights 
in the parking lot to conceal their movements. They said similar thefts have occurred in Houston and Tyler, Texas. 


Robert F. Bukaty/AP 

Sliding for fun, glory 

A toboggan team called the Ray Bandits makes a run Saturday during the U.S. Toboggan Championships in Camden, Maine. In the annual 
event, participants ride a wooden toboggan down a 400-foot-long chute that spills onto frozen Hosmer Pond. More than 350 teams 
competed at Maine’s Camden Snow Bowl to raise money for the nonprofit ski area on Ragged Mountain. 


ed Gligic commanded Stewart to 
step outside and disarm but he 
didn’t cooperate. He then sent 
Radar inside and the dog dragged 
Stewart enough outside the shed 
for Merrillville police officers to 
take him into custody. 

Stewart is charged in the shoot¬ 
ing deaths of Ryan Halbe, 27, and 
his mother, Candy Halbe, 55. 

Boston skyline to be 
lit in blue for hospital 

lk/1 A BOSTON — Boston’s 
skyline is being illu¬ 
minated in blue to support a local 
children’s hospital. 

City Hall, the Zakim Bridge, 
the Prudential Tower, the TD 
Garden and dozens of other city 
landmarks are turning on blue 
lights on Thursday to show sup¬ 
port for Boston’s Children’s Hos¬ 
pital. More than 35 skyscrapers 
and structures will light up in the 
hospital’s signature color when a 
patient flips a switch at sunset. 

The hospital says the lighting 
and a related fundraising cam¬ 
paign are meant to provide young 
patients with “hope and light” 
during the dark days of winter. 


Dozens of teens cited 
over alcohol party 

WX JAMAICA — More 
W I than 50 teens from New 
Jersey are in trouble in Vermont, 
where state police say troopers 
broke up a party involving a “vast 
quantity” of alcohol. 

Police said they were respond¬ 
ing to an unrelated vandalism 
case in Jamaica early Sunday 
morning when they found 55 un¬ 
derage high school seniors from 
New Jersey, the alcohol and some 
marijuana. Troopers collected 
the alcohol, supervised the teens 
as they destroyed it, called their 
parents and issued them paper¬ 
work for juvenile court diversion 
programs. 

Judge arrested in 
prostitution sting 

P| NAPLES — A Florida 
I L judge was arrested along 
with five other men in an under¬ 
cover police prostitution sting. 

The Naples Daily News report¬ 
ed that Lee County Circuit Judge 
Jay B. Rosman was arrested along 


with the others after arranging to 
meet someone Friday they thought 
was a prostitute but who was actu¬ 
ally an undercover Naples police 
officer. A police report says Ros¬ 
man, 64, offered to pay $300 for an 
unspecified sex act. 

A spokeswoman for the Lee 
County courts confirmed the 
arrest and said Rosman was re¬ 
leased on bail. Rosman has been 
a judge since 1986 and was the 
20th Judicial Circuit’s chief judge 
from 2011 to 2015. 

Bus driver takes loaded 
gun from kindergartner 

|J ALLIANCE—Author- 
n ities in northeast Ohio 
are investigating how a 5-year-old 
boy managed to carry a loaded 
handgun onto a school bus. 

The Alliance Review reported 
the kindergartner thought the 
.32-caliber revolver he put into 
his backpack for show-and-tell 
at an Alliance elementary school 
was a pellet gun. 

A bus driver took the weapon 
from the boy Friday morning and 
gave it to police when they ar¬ 
rived at school. 


Police said the boy lives with 
his grandmother and Stark Coun¬ 
ty’s children’s services agency 
has been notified. An Alliance po¬ 
lice lieutenant said endangering- 
children charges will be referred 
to a prosecutor. 

High school is treated 
after bed bugs found 

m WOONSOCKET — 
Woonsocket High School 
has undergone a professional pest 
control treatment following re¬ 
ported incidents of bed bugs. 

WPRI-TV reported a letter 
sent out by the superintendent of 
Woonsocket schools said that on 
Thursday one bed bug was de¬ 
tected in a classroom, which was 
subsequently treated by custodial 
staff that evening. On Friday, two 
students were seen by the high 
school nurse. 

Superintendent Patrick McGee 
said in the letter the decision 
to professionally treat the high 
school and the Woonsocket Area 
Career and Technical Center on 
Saturday was made out of “an 
abundance of caution.” 

From wire reports 
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Final ‘Fifty Shades’ fi l m 
tops ‘Jumanji’ at box office 


From wire reports 

Newcomers like “Fifty Shades 
Freed,” “Peter Rabbit” and “The 
15:17 to Paris” breathed some life 
into a marketplace that has for 
weeks been dominated by “Ju¬ 
manji: Welcome to the Jungle,” 
“The Greatest Showman” and 
various Oscar contenders. But it’s 
all just setting the stage for “ Black 
Panther,” which opens Friday. 

“Fifty Shades Freed” managed 
to take the top spot on the charts 
in North American theaters. Uni¬ 
versal Pictures estimated Sun¬ 
day that the final chapter in the 
Christian Grey and Anastasia 
Steele saga earned $38.8 million 
over the weekend — down signifi¬ 
cantly from the first film’s $85.2 
million debut and even the se¬ 
quel’s $46.6 million opening, but 
enough to bump the three-film 
franchise past $1 billion globally. 

The steamy romance outdid 
other new competitors like So¬ 
ny’s CGI and live-action update 
of “Peter Rabbit,” featuring the 
voice of James Corden, and Clint 
Eastwood’s “The 15:17 to Paris,” 
starring the real men who thwart¬ 
ed an attack on a Paris-bound 
train in the summer of 2015. 

“Peter Rabbit” came in sec¬ 
ond with $25 million. “The 15:17 
to Paris” pulled into third place 
with $12.6 million. 

“Jumanji: Welcome to the Jun¬ 
gle” fell to fourth place with $9.8 
million and “The Greatest Show¬ 
man” took fifth with $6.4 million. 

Cattrall to Parker: 

You’re not my friend 

Kim Cattrall has a message for 
Sarah Jessica Parker: Spare me 
your sympathy. 

Cattrall lashed out Feb. 10 at 
her former “Sex and the City” 
co-star after Parker expressed 
her condolences over the death of 
Cattrall’s brother, Chris. 

“Your continuous reaching out 
is a painful reminder of how cruel 


you really were then and now,” 
Cattrall wrote on Instagram. 
“Let me make this VERY clear. 
(If I haven’t already) You are not 
my family. You are not my friend. 
So I’m writing to tell you one last 
time to stop exploiting our trag¬ 
edy in order to restore your ‘nice 
girl’ persona.” 

The two actresses reportedly 
have not gotten along for years. 

Cattrall’s brother was found 
dead last week. He was 55. 

Other news 

■ Jordan Peele took home the 
top prize Sunday evening at the 
Writers Guild Awards for his ra¬ 
cially conscious film “Get Out.” 
He is the second consecutive black 
writer to win the prize for origi¬ 
nal screenplay — Barry Jenkins 
won last year for “Moonlight.” 

■ Rose McGowan has broken a 
dayslong silence to express sym¬ 
pathy over the suicide of her for¬ 
mer manager, whose family has 
criticized the actress and activist. 
In an Instagram post Feb. 10, Mc¬ 
Gowan wrote that she hopes the 
family of Jill Messick can find 
some “solace” and blames her 
death on Harvey Weinstein. Mes¬ 
sick killed herself last week, re¬ 
portedly distraught after details 
emerged about alleged sexual 
misconduct by Weinstein. 

■ Johann Johannsson, an 
award-winning composer and 
producer who combined classi¬ 
cal sounds and modern electron¬ 
ics on the acclaimed soundtracks 
to “The Theory of Everything” 
and “Sicario,” has died at age 48. 
More details were not available. 

■ Emmy-winning actor Reg E. 
Cathey, best known for “House of 
Cards” and “The Wire,” has died 
at age 59. 

■ John Gavin, the tall, hand¬ 
some actor who appeared in 
“Spartacus,” “Psycho” and other 
hit films of the 1960s before be¬ 
coming the ambassador to Mexi¬ 
co, died Feb. 9 at age 86. 


Stewart recites Shakespeare at Sci-Tech Awards 


Patrick Stewart was so in¬ 
spired by the inventors and in¬ 
ventions being honored by the 
motion picture academy Feb. 10 
that he offered 
a spontaneous 
recitation of 
a scene from 
Shakespeare’s 
“A Midsum¬ 
mer Night’s 
Dream.” 

The venera¬ 
ble actor hosted 
the academy’s 
annual Scien¬ 
tific and Technical Awards cer¬ 
emony, an untelevised dinner 
held in Beverly Hills, Calif., and 
he closed the evening with Puck’s 
plea in defense of art. 

Stewart was a game host 
throughout the more than three- 
hour program, calling the honor- 
ees “film magicians” and poking 
fun at his own lack of high-tech 
understanding. 

“I have to tell you, I wouldn’t 
know the difference between a 


warp-core breach and a space- 
time continuum if they got into 
bed with me!” the 77-year-old 
actor said to raucous applause. 

Stewart presented nine awards 
for hardware and software inno¬ 
vations, along with three Oscar 
statuettes. 

Two of the Oscars went to the 
creator and developer of the 
Houdini visual effects and ani¬ 
mation system, a collection of 
tools for computer-generated ef¬ 
fects that has been used in more 
than 600 feature films. Mark 
Elendt and Side Effects Software 
each accepted an Oscar for their 
25 years of work on the program. 
Four other Houdini collaborators 
received an academy plaque. 

The third Oscar was the Gordon 
E. Sawyer Award, which recog¬ 
nizes extraordinary technological 
contributions to the film industry. 
Jonathan Erland became the 26th 
recipient for his decades of study, 
innovation and advocacy for the 
science of movies. 

From The Associated Press 



Stewart 



Byrne gets technical 

'Peter Rabbit’ marks actress’ first brush with CGI 


By Lindsey Bahr 

Associated Press 

R ose Byrne has done nearly every type 
of film — physical comedy (“Brides¬ 
maids,” “Neighbors”), horror (“In¬ 
sidious”), sci-fi (“Sunshine”), period 
(“Marie Antoinette”), action (“Troy”), musical 
(“Annie”) and superhero (“X-Men: First Class”) 
— so it might come as a surprise that she met her 
technical match on “Peter Rabbit.” 

“I’ve never done anything this technical!” 
Byrne says of the film, now playing in the¬ 
aters. “It’s such a production with the CGI. It’s 
just like a guy in a blue suit. It’s kind of a sur¬ 
real and strange. You have to dig deep in your 
imagination.” 

Byrne plays Bea in this modern-day spin on au¬ 
thor and illustrator Beatrix Potter’s mischievous 
rabbit and Mr. McGregor’s garden from writer- 
director Will Gluck (“Easy A,” “Annie”). In the 
film, Bea is an artist who illustrates the rabbits 
(voiced by the likes of James Corden, Margot 
Robbie, Daisy Ridley and Elizabeth Debicki) 
in her backyard and often saves them from the 
cranky Mr. McGregor (Sam Neill). Things take a 
turn when old Mr. McGregor dies and his neph¬ 
ew (Domnhall Gleeson) comes to town. Although 
he’s none too happy about the destructive bun¬ 
nies, he and Bea start to fall for each other. 

“Rose has a very hard part in this movie,” 
Gluck said. “She has to be very funny, she has to 
be very emotional, she has to be very doting on 
the rabbits yet I was very conscious, as I am in 
all my movies, not to make her just a prop. She 
can’t just be there in support of the rabbits or in 
support of Mr. McGregor. She had to have her 
own thing, and Rose is just a force of nature. You 
believe everything she does whether it’s funny, 
emotional, sad, goofy or pathetic. And she can’t 
be perfect, either.” 

While the process of capturing the rabbit and 
human interaction was slow and sometimes te¬ 
dious in the filming, the result is a seamless 
blend of technology and reality, with physical 
comedy and cuteness for the kids and a pretty 
decent rom-com for the parents. Plus, Gluck shot 
the film in Australia, which meant work was only 


Allergy outrage prompts apology 

“Peter Rabbit" filmmakers and the studio behind it 
are apologizing for insensitively depicting a character’s 
allergy in the film that has prompted backlash online. 

Sony Pictures says Sunday in a statement the film 
“should not have made light” of a character being al¬ 
lergic to blackberries “even in a cartoonish" way. 

In “Peter Rabbit,” the character of Mr. McGregor 
is allergic to blackberries. The rabbits fling the fruit at 
him in a scene and he is forced to use an EpiPen. 

The charity group Kids with Food Allergies posted a 
warning about the scene on its Facebook page Feb. 9, 
prompting some on Twitter to start using the hashtag 
#boycottpeterrabbit. 

The studio and filmmakers say they regret not being 
more aware and sensitive to the issue. 

— AP 


10 minutes from Byrne’s home and her parents, 
who could help watch her young son Rocco while 
she was on set. 

Byrne, 38, and her partner actor Bobby Can- 
navale, 47, just recently welcomed another son, 
Rafa, in November — and as any working parent 
of two children under two would be, she’s pretty 
tired — yet not slowing down her output. She re¬ 
cently stopped over at the Sundance Film Festival 
to debut her new indie, “Juliet, Naked,” a rom- 
com based on the Nick Hornby novel in which she 
stars alongside Ethan Hawke and Chris O’Dowd. 
Production starts soon on the adoption comedy 
“Instant Family” with Mark Wahlberg. 

She’s also started a production company with 
some of her female friends in Australia. They’re 
currently working on a project about a Dolly 
Parton impersonator who fulfills her dream and 
then has an identity crisis and wants to be taken 
seriously. 

“There is a whole kind of movement in general 
in the business with female empowerment and 
female bravery,” Byrne said. “It feels like the 
walls are coming down finally. And I hope we see 
results in terms of actual films being made and 
people being removed from power who shouldn’t 
be there. It’s exciting and a watershed moment.” 


Rose Byrne said she had to dig deep in her imagination during the special effects-heavy 
production of “Peter Rabbit,” in which the English actress is one of only a few real-life actors. 

Columbia Pictures, Sony/AP 
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Power to spare 


2018 Jeep Grand Cherokee 
Trackhawk has a Hellcat heart 


By Charles Fleming 

Los Angeles Times 

F or the 2018 model year, Jeep has 
introduced a 707-horsepower 
version of its Grand Cherokee 
Trailhawk. 

Called the Trackhawk, it answers a 
question no one ever asked: What would it 
be like to cross a Jeep trailhopper with a 
Dodge muscle car? 

Imagine the pitch at parent company 
Fiat Chrysler HQ: 

“Boss, what if we put a Hellcat engine in 
a Cherokee — just because, you know, we 
can?” 

The result is a mild-mannered, off-road- 
ready Jeep, smirking slightly because it 
has a secret. 

Under the hood is the same supercharged 
power plant Fiat Chrysler Automobiles 
puts in its insanely fast Dodge Challenger 
and Charger SRT Hellcats. 

This is big Detroit beef at its baddest — a 
massive 6.2-liter V-8 growler that makes 
707 horsepower and 645 pound-feet of 
torque. In a Jeep. 

That’s like a Vespa overdosing on Viagra, 
or a Harley big twin in a tricycle. 

With the enormous engine mated to an 
eight-speed automatic transmission, with 
steering wheel-mounted paddle shifters, 
and assisted by Brembo brake calipers 
and a special Bilstein competition suspen¬ 
sion system, there’s plenty of “track” in 
Trackhawk. 

The beast is reputed to get from zero to 
60 miles per hour in a snappy 3.5 seconds, 
making it among the quickest gas-powered 


2018 Jeep Grand Cherokee 
Trackhawk 

Los Angeles Times’ take: A mouse that roars 
Highs: Furiously powerful engine on a tame 
frame 

Lows: It’s fast, but... it’s still a Jeep. 

Vehicle type: Four-door, five-passenger SUV 
Base price: $86,995 
Price as tested: $100,960 
Powertrain: 6.2-liter, supercharged, V8 
gasoline engine 

Transmission: 8-speed automatic 
Horsepower: 707 
Torque: 645 pound-feet 
EPAfuel economy rating: 11 mpg city/17 
highway/13 combined 

TNS 


sport utility vehicles ever offered. (Tesla’s 
battery-powered Model X, tested at 2.8 
seconds, appears to wear the quickest SUV 
crown.) 

I wasn’t able to get the Trackhawk to 
the track, but I did sport it around town, 
up some canyon roads and onto the free¬ 
way. It’s wicked fast and makes dramatic 
exhaust notes, even in standard driving 
mode. In sport mode, these are positively 
unnerving. In track mode — I didn’t dare 
test that, for fear of losing my license. 

I did take advantage of a large, empty 
parking lot to use the launch control fea¬ 
ture — but didn’t leave much rubber on the 
pavement thanks to the 4X4 tire grip — and 
I experimented a bit with the “custom” set¬ 
ting that allows the driver to make adjust¬ 
ments to how much horsepower and torque 


are applied with the gas pedal mashed into 
the floor. 

Despite the track-ready power plant and 
the beefed-up suspension, the Trackhawk 
doesn’t handle like a track car on the road. 
It’s easy to drive, but it leans a little to the 
outside on tight turns and doesn’t inspire a 
lot of high-speed cornering confidence. 

But it does inspire adequate off-road 
confidence. Some time back we reviewed 
the Grand Cherokee Trailhawk, with 
which the Trackhawk shares some basic 
architecture, and this Jeep felt similarly 
sure-footed. 

Though I didn’t put the Trackhawk 
through its Moab paces, I did roll along a 
rutted dirt road or two and found the sus¬ 
pension more than up to the job of keeping 
the Trackhawk steady and on track. 

On the inside, the Trackhawk is a very 
comfortable vehicle. 

The seats are leather clad and highly 
adjustable, and come standard with heat¬ 
ing and ventilation. The driver seat slides 
down and back automatically when the 
ignition is turned off, to allow for easy en¬ 
trance and exit, and uses “memory” to re¬ 
turn to its proper setting once the engine 
is on. 

The rear seats are heated, too, and 
offer adequate headroom and legroom. 
They are equipped with back-seat-driv¬ 
er video screens to keep the passengers 
entertained. 

Those seats split in the traditional 60-40 
manner, and fold down to expand the cargo 
area. 

On the road, the Trackhawk sits high 
like an SUV but rides more quietly than 


most SUVs, with little wind noise and road 
noise despite the massive 20-inch wheels 
that are standard on this vehicle. 

The Trackhawk is Apple CarPlay- and 
Android-ready and comes standard with 
FCA’s Uconnect system. It delivers infor¬ 
mation and entertainment choices via an 
8.4-inch display screen. 

Like other top-of-the-line FCA vehicles, 
the Trackhawk also comes standard with 
an impressive suite of safety features, 
including a very good adaptive cruise 
control, advanced brake assist, rear cross¬ 
traffic detection and more. 

The vehicle’s very good visibility is in¬ 
creased by a good back-up camera and by 
the addition of parallel and perpendicular 
park assist technology. This relatively big 
Jeep drives and parks, as a result, like a 
smaller car. 

But it doesn’t burn fuel like one. The big 
Hellcat engine requires a lot of juice. The 
Environmental Protection Agency put the 
combined fuel economy at 13 miles per 
gallon. Put another way, that means the 
Trackhawk requires about 7.7 gallons of 
fuel per every 100 driving miles. Put yet 
another, the EPA estimates an annual fuel 
cost of $3,250, and an average of almost 
$10,000 more in fuel costs, over five years, 
than the average new vehicle. 

Perhaps the greatest use for this ve¬ 
hicle would be a stop sign showdown: Re¬ 
move the Trackhawk badge, pull up next 
to a Porsche, and peel out. The Trackhawk 
wouldn’t win, but it would unnerve the 
Porsche owner plenty. 


UP TO $3,885 REBATE 


ON SELECT 201 8 VOLVO MODELS 
CONTACT US TODAY FOR DETAILS 


CAPITOL 

MOTORS 


http://capitolmotors.cc 


info@capitolmotors.cc 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Takata settles with hurt drivers to exit bankruptcy 


At least 16 people have died and more 
than 180 have been injured by defective 
air bags, which has touched off the largest 
series of automotive recalls in U.S. history. 


Associated. Press 

NEW YORK — Takata Corp.’s 
U.S. unit has reached a settle¬ 
ment with representatives of 
those injured by lethally defective 
air bags, paving the way for the 
company to exit Chapter 11 bank¬ 
ruptcy and move forward with a 
reorganization plan, according to 
court documents. 

The agreement between the 
Japanese auto parts suppliers, 
injured drivers and creditors was 
outlined in documents filed in a 
Delaware bankruptcy court. Two 


By Tom McElroy 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — New York’s at¬ 
torney general is accusing Hol¬ 
lywood movie producer Harvey 
Weinstein of “repeatedly and 
persistently” sexually harassing 
female employees at his film com¬ 
pany, according to a lawsuit filed 
Sunday by the state prosecutor 
that could affect the company’s 
potential sale. 

“As alleged in our complaint, 
The Weinstein Company repeat¬ 
edly broke New York law by fail¬ 
ing to protect its employees from 
pervasive sexual harassment, in¬ 
timidation, and discrimination,” 
state Attorney General Eric Sch- 
neiderman said in court papers 
filed against Weinstein and the 
company. 

Schneiderman launched a civil 
rights probe into the New York 
City-based company in October 
after The New York Times and 
The New Yorker exposed allega¬ 
tions of sexual assault and ha¬ 
rassment spanning decades. 


groups representing people suing 
over the air bags have dropped 
their opposition to the restructur¬ 
ing plan, according to the docu¬ 
ments filed Saturday. Under the 
settlement, lawsuits will be re¬ 
solved through a trust fund. 

Takata was forced into 
bankruptcy amid lawsuits, 
multimillion-dollar fines and 
crushing recall costs involving 
the air bags. Key to the restruc¬ 
turing plan is the planned sale of 
most of its assets to a Chinese- 
owned rival for $1.6 billion. 

Takata’s air bag inflators can 



John Carucci/AP 


Film producer Harvey Weinstein 
is seen in New York in 2011. 

Weinstein’s attorney, Ben Braf- 
man, released a statement Sun¬ 
day evening saying many of the 
allegations against his client are 
“without merit.” 

“While Mr. Weinstein’s behav¬ 
ior was not without fault, there 
certainly was no criminality, and 
at the end of the inquiry it will 
be clear that Harvey Weinstein 
promoted more women to key ex¬ 
ecutive positions than any other 
industry leader and there was 
zero discrimination at either Mi¬ 
ramax or TWC,” Brafman said. 


explode with too much force, 
spewing shrapnel into drivers 
and passengers. At least 16 people 
have died and more than 180 have 
been injured due to the problem, 
which has touched off the larg¬ 
est series of automotive recalls 


Scores of women, including 
well-known actresses, have come 
forward with stories of forced 
sexual encounters. Weinstein 
was fired by the film company he 
founded with his brother, Robert, 
and was expelled from Holly¬ 
wood’s movie academy. 

The attorney general’s office 
said the lawsuit was filed Sun¬ 
day partly due to reports of the 
company’s imminent sale, saying 
it believed it would leave victims 
without adequate redress. 

“Any sale of The Weinstein Com¬ 
pany must ensure that victims will 
be compensated, employees will 
be protected going forward, and 
that neither perpetrators nor en¬ 
ablers will be unjustly enriched,” 
court papers said. 

Schneiderman’s investigation 
found that employees were sub¬ 
jected to various verbal threats 
from Weinstein such as “I will kill 
you,” “I will kill your family,” and 
“you don’t know what I can do.” 

“To work for Harvey Weinstein 
was to work under a persistent 
barrage of gender-based obsceni- 


in U.S. history. At least 42 million 
vehicles and as many as 69 mil¬ 
lion inflators have been recalled 
in the U.S. More than 100 mil¬ 
lion inflators have been recalled 
worldwide. 

Thirteen automakers have 


ties, vulgar name-calling, sexu- 
alized interactions, threats of 
violence, and a workplace general 
(sic) hostile to women,” according 
to court papers. 

In one case, the probe found 
that “in a fit of rage against one 
female employee, he yelled that 
she should leave the company 
and make babies since that was 
all she was good for.” 

Female executives were forced 
to facilitate Weinstein’s sexual 
conquests with promises of em¬ 
ployment opportunities to women 
who met his favor, according to 
the lawsuit, which also accused 
the company of being “responsi¬ 
ble for the unlawful conduct” by 
failing to stop the abuse. 

The company and co-owner 
Robert “are liable because they 
were aware of and acquiesced in 
repeated and persistent unlawful 
conduct by failing to investigate 
or stop it,” court papers said. 

Representatives for Weinstein 
have previously denied all accu¬ 
sations of nonconsensual sex. 


joined the agreement, including 
General Motors and Ford Motor 
Co. and Toyota Motor Corp. The 
manufacturers, which are both 
Takata’s largest customers and 
biggest creditors, are indemnified 
in their agreements with Takata 
from losses and liabilities related 
to the air bag inflators. 

Takata will file an amended 
version of the reorganization 
plan in court, according to the 
documents. 

A spokesman for Takata said 
the company had no comment on 
the settlement. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Feb. 13).$1.2583 

Dollar buys (Feb. 13).€0.7947 

British pound (Feb. 13).$1.42 

Japanese yen (Feb. 13).107.00 

South Korean won (Feb. 13).1,057.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3830 

Canada (Dollar).1.2592 

China (Yuan).6.3281 

Denmark (Krone).6.0728 

Egypt (Pound).17.6507 

Euro.$1.2263/0.8155 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8195 

Hungary (Forint).254.45 

Israel (Shekel).3.5241 

Japan (Yen).108.55 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3003 

Norway (Krone).7.9504 

Philippines (Peso).51.95 

Poland (Zloty).3.40 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7509 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3250 

South Korea (Won).1,083.89 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9387 

Thailand (Baht).31.67 

Turkey (Lira).3.8030 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federal funds market rate.1.42 

3-month bill.1.50 

30-year bond.3.17 


AG lawsuit: Weinstein Co. failed to protect women 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


TUESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


TUESDAY IN EUROPE 


WEDNESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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Make me mobile—and 
keep me on top. 



STARSiOf STRIPES 


I need to know what’s going on in the 
world of the U.S. military — that’s 
why I subscribe to my #1 news source. 

Sure, I can access Stripes.com from 
my desktop. But as often as I’m on 
the road\ I need news that can 
keep up with me. The iOS app 
works perfectly on my phone and 
my tablet — and it’s included in the 
Digital Access subscription 
for one low price. 





Bizarro Beetle Bailey Carpe Diem Candorville Non Sequitur Pearls Before Swine Dilbert Frazz 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 


I'M WORRIED 
THAT ALL OF MY 
EMPLOYEES MIGHT 
HAVE MENTAL 
PROBLEMS. 


THEY EXHIBITED 
ANGER ISSUES WHEN 
I TOLD THEM TO WORK 
ALL WEEKEND FOR 
NO EXTRA PAY. 


DID THEY 

SAY YOU'RE I DON'T 
THE CAUSE LISTEN 
OF THEIR TO CRAZY 




52 Museum¬ 
funding org. 

53 Pro votes 



DOWN 

1 Shade tree 

2 Carnival city 

3 Mil. bigwig 

4 Vehement protest 

5 Quite 
enthusiastic 

6 Before 

7 Eavesdrop 

8 Peanut 

9 Russian river 

10 Rue the run 

11 Tennyson poem 
16 Goal 

20 “—girl!” 

21 Swindle 

22 Dorothy’s dog 

Answer to Previous Puzzle 


23 Store sign 

24 Sacred scroll 

26 Like a father-son 
talk, perhaps 

27 Black, in verse 

28 Singer Guthrie 
29— Godiva 

31 Sir’s counterpart 

34 Slogged away 

35 Furtive 

37 Play part 

38 Swelled 
heads 

39 Wise one 

40 Pottery oven 

41 Early Peruvian 

44 Mined-over 
matter 

45 “Gosh!” 

46 Italian article 

47 UFO crew 




f I kave an i££ue witk tke <Aaim ] 

I tkat yjour product reversed, — 

l male pattern Wdnefifi. J J 

4^1|jj| BlZAKKO.COM 

F^etook^om/SiZarroCornkfi 

s§«e ^ 

W, .1 


ACROSS 

1 Thus 
5 Solidify 
8 Site of Apra 
Harbor 

12 Stead 

13 “Entourage” 
agent 

14 Killer whale 

15 Film sequences 

17 Honolulu’s isle 

18 Espionage org. 

19 Postponed 
21 Tempest 

24 Head, to Henri 

25 Mimic 

26 Canadian city 

30 Devoured 

31 “West Side 
Story” song 

32 Bikini top 

33 Butte resident 

35 Auctioneer’s 
cry 

36 Swear word 

37 Pester 

38 Arctic dweller 

41 Frozen water 

42 Author Sheehy 

43 Capulet rival 

48 Leer at 

49 Rainbow shape 

50 Superman’s 
alias 

51 Transmit 

2-13 CRYPTOQUIP 

PE Y WZQHYPA BYQSZ JYLPAS 

IPQL HNHYBBF BYWRZL 

EZYHDZQX, LN FNM HDPAR 

PH JNMBL IZ XHNQR AYRZL? 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: MUSICAL INSTRUMENT 
LIKE A PIANO OR AN ORGAN PLAYED ALONG A 
COASTLINE: A SEABOARD KEYBOARD. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals K 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSl^STRIPES.' 


CLASSIFIED 





Advertising 


Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 

Circulation 

Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

Reader Letters 

letters@stripes.com 



Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


Classifiedsl 


il Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 Automotive 


140 Tax Assistance 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 


buy sight unseen and hav< 
the vehicle shipped 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


_H&RBLOCK 8 

> 

n 1 

Germany H&R Block Tax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

’Lfli 

x help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^Email: eclemons@hrblock.com^ 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 


Travel 


"Winter in Garmisch!" 

Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL oocp, free brkfsl 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 


Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


SlARSlpSTRI PES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 


Career CENTER 


Vectrus is currently staffing for our 

Air Force Contract Augmentation Program (AFCAP) 

Available for immediate deployment with active Secret 

clearance 


Relocation GUIDE 



Relocating to the Greater Tampa Bay Area? 

Let's open the door to your next home together. 


• Exclusive Relocation Service • Local Area Expertise 

• Network of Trusted Partners • School Enrollment Package 


Licensed Real Estate Consultant at Future Flome Realty Inc 
stefanisell2wesleychapel@gmail.com-Tel: 813.210.0168 
www.facebook.com/stefanisell2wesleychapel/ 





STARS AND STRIPES 


AFCAP QATAR 

• MWR Specialists (AFC000089) 

• Engineers and Engineering Technicians 
(AFC000111, AFC000112) 


Are you in the picture? 


• Facility/Appliance Maintenance (AFC000134) 

AFCAP AFGHANISTAN 

• Air Force Logistics/Material Storage Specialists- 
Enterprise Solution—Supply (ESS) (AFC000062) 


Visit www.vectrus.com/careers to apply 





Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a 
better handle on issues that affect you most. 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 

STARSiQiSTRIPES. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 

_ Read STARSlQfSTRIPES, online at 


www.stripes.com 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Called up F An¬ 
drew White III from Erie (NBAGL). 

SACRAMENTO KINGS - Waived G-F 
Joe Johnson. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Named Frank 
Reich coach. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NHL — Suspended Los Angeles Kings F 
Dustin Brown one game without pay for 
kneeing Tampa Bay D Mikhail Sergachev 
in their game on Saturday. 

COLLEGE 

TEXAS A&M — Dismissed freshman 
G J.J. Caldwell and suspended freshman 
G Jay Jay Chandler indefinitely from the 
men’s basketball team for violating pol¬ 
icy. 


Fed Cup Results 

WORLD GROUP 
First Round 
Winners to semifinals, losers to WG 
- \prii2i-22 


Ecuador Open 


At Club Jacaranda 
Quito, Ecuador 
Purse: $501,345 (WT250) 

Surface: Cla^r-Outdoor 

Championship 

Roberto Carballes Baena, Spain, def. 
Albert Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, 6-3,4-6,6-4. 

Sud de France Open 

Sunday 

Sud de France Arena-Montpellier 
Montpellier, France 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Singles 
Final 

Lucas Pouille (2), France, def. Richard 
Gasquet (5), France, 7-6 (2), 6-4. 

Doubles 

Final 

Ken and Neal Skupski, Britain, def. 
Ben Mclachlan, Japan, and Hugo Nys (4), 
France, 7-6 (2), 6-4. 


College baseball 


Sunday’s scores 

SOUTH 

Millsaps 2, Piedmont 1 
St. Andrews 8, WVU Tech 7 
Virginia St. 14, Claflin 13 

SOUTHWEST 

Ark.-Fort Smith 9, Henderson St. 3 
Ark.-Fort Smith 5, Ouachita Baptist 3 
Lubbock Christian 3, Regis 0 
Texas A&M-Kingsville 6, SW Baptist 5, 
14 innings 

FAR WEST 

Claremont-Mudd-Scripps 9, Texas- 
Dallas 8,10 innings 

Georgia Fox 14, Whitman 4 
UC San Diego 12, Colorado Mines 3 


College basketball 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. Villanova (23-2) did not play. Next: 
at Providence, Wednesday. 

2. Virginia (23-2) did not play. Next: at 
No. 25 Miami, Tuesday. 

3. Purdue (23-4) did not play. Next: at 
Wisconsin, Thursday. 

4. Michigan State (24-3) did not play. 
Next: at Minnesota, Tuesday. 

5. Xavier (23-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
Seton Hall, Wednesday. 

6. Cincinnati (23-2) beat SMU 76-51. 
Next: at Houston, Thursday. 

7. Texas Tech (21-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 17 Oklahoma, Tuesday. 

8. Auburn (22-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 24 Kentucky, Wednesday. 

9. Duke (20-5) beat Georgia Tech 80-69. 
Next: vs. Virginia Tech, Wednesday. 

10. Kansas (19-6) did not play. Next: at 
Iowa State, Tuesday. 

11. Saint Mary’s (24-3) did not play. 
Next: at San Francisco, Thursday. 

12. Gonzaga (23-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Loyola Marymount, Thursday. 

13. Arizona (20-6) did not play. Next: at 
Arizona State, Thursday. 

14. Ohio State (22-5) did not play. Next: 
at Penn State, Thursday. 

15. Tennessee (18-6) did not play. Next: 
vs. South Carolina, Tuesday. 

16. Clemson (20-4) did not play. Next: 
at Florida State, Wednesday. 

17. Oklahoma (16-8) did not play. Next: 
at No. 7 Texas Tech, Tuesday. 

18. Rhode Island (20-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. Richmond, Tuesday. 

19. West Virginia (18-7) did not play. 
Next: vs. TCU, Monday. 

20. Michigan (20-7) beat Wisconsin 83- 
72. Next: vs. Iowa, Wednesday. 

21. North Carolina (19-7) did not play. 
Next: vs. Notre Dame, Monday. 

22. Wichita State (19-5) did not play. 
Next: vs. Temple, Thursday. 

23. Nevada (21-5) did not play. Next: at 
Boise State, Wednesday. 

24. Kentucky (17-8) did not play. Next: 
at No. 8 Auburn, Wednesday. 

25. Miami (18-6) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 2 Miami, Tuesday. 


Auto racing 


playoffs, April 21-22 
United States 3, Netherlands 1 
At US Cellular Arena 
Asheville, N.C. 

Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Singles 

Venus Williams, United States, def. 
Arantxa Rus, Netherlands, 6-1,6-4. 

CoCo Vandeweghe, U.S. def. Richel Ho- 
genkamp, Netherlands, 4-6, 7-6 (6), 6-3. 

Reverse Singles 

Venus Williams, U.S., def. Richel Ho- 
genkamp, Netherlands, 7-5, 6-1. 

CoCo Vandeweghe, United States, vs. 
Arantxa Rus, Netherlands, abandoned. 

Doubles 

Lesley Kerkhove and Demi Schuurs, 
Netherlands, def. Serena and Venus Wil¬ 
liams, United States, 6-2,6-3. 

Sofia Open 


Purse: $624,335 (WT250) 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 
Singles 
Championship 

Mirza Basic, Bosnia-Herzegovina, def. 
Marius Copil, Romania, 7-6 (6), 6-7 (4), 
6-4. 

Doubles 

Championship 

Robin Haase and Matwe Middelkoop 
(4), Netherlands, def. Nikola Mektic, Cro¬ 
atia, and Alexander Peya (2), Austria, 5-7, 
6-4, 10-4. 


AP sportlight 


Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (NY) 69, Hartford 63 
Fairleigh Dickinson 76, Wagner 69 
Lafayette 84, Loyola (Md.) 67 
Louisville 94, Pittsburgh 60 
Stony Brook 64, Maine 61 
Syracuse 78, Wake Forest 70 
UMBC 68, New Hampshire 59 
Vermont 81, Mass.-Lowell 69 
SOUTH 

Duke 80, Georgia Tech 69 
UCF 68, Memphis 64 

MIDWEST 

Michigan 83, Wisconsin 72 
Penn St. 74, Illinois 52 
S. Illinois 74, Bradley 57 
South Dakota 98, Peru State 55 
Valparaiso 74, Illinois St. 58 
SOUTHWEST 
Cincinnati 76, SMU 51 
Houston 73, Tulane 42 
FAR WEST 

CS Northridge 77, Hawaii 71 
Colorado 64, Stanford 56 
Oregon 84, Washington St. 57 

Women’s AP Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. UConn (24-0) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 4 Louisville, Monday. 

2. Mississippi State (26-0) beat Ken¬ 
tucky 74-55. Next: at Vanderbilt, Thurs¬ 


day. 

3. E 

). 22 uKianunia DLdLe, luesuay. 

4. Louisville (25-1) did not play. Next: 
at No. 1 UConn, Monday. 

5. Notre Dame (23-2) beat Georgia 
Tech 85-69. Next: at Virginia, Thursday. 

6. Texas (20-4) did not play. Next: vs. 
Texas Tech, Wednesday. 

7. South Carolina (20-5) beat Florida 


64-57. Next: at No. 18 Georgia, Thursday. 

8. UCLA (21-4) beat No. 25 Arizona 
State 71-63. Next: at No. 16 Oregon State, 
Friday. 

9. Oregon (23-4) beat Washington 
State 90-79. Next: vs. Southern Cal, Fri¬ 
day. 

10. Maryland (22-3) beat Rutgers 72- 
54. Next: vs. Purdue, Thursday. 

11. Tennessee (21-4) beat No. 18 Geor¬ 
gia 62-46. Next: vs. Alabama, Thursday. 

12. Florida State (21-4) beat Miami 91- 
71. Next: vs. Clemson, Thursday. 

13. Ohio State (20-6) lost to South Flor¬ 
ida 84-65. Next: at Illinois, Tuesday. 

14. Texas A&M (19-7) lost to LSU 80-78. 
Next: vs. Florida, Thursday. 

15. Missouri (19-5) did not play. Next: 
at Arkansas, Monday. 

16. Oregon State (19-6) beat Washing¬ 
ton 95-57. Next: vs. No. 8 UCLA, Friday. 

17. Stanford (18-8) beat Colorado 62- 
53. Next: vs. California, Thursday. 

18. Georgia (21-4) lost to No. 11 Ten¬ 
nessee 62-46. Next: vs. No. 7 South Caro¬ 
lina, Thursday. 

19. Duke (20-6) beat Clemson 60-35. 
Next: at Syracuse, Thursday. 

20. Green Bay (22-2) did not play. Next: 
at Cleveland State, Thursday. 

21. Michigan (20-7) lost to Michigan 
State 66-61. Next: at Minnesota, Wednes¬ 
day. 

22. Oklahoma State (18-6) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 3 Baylor, Tuesday. 

23. N.C. State (20-6) beat North Caroli¬ 
na 73-54. Next: vs. Wake Forest, Sunday. 

24. TCU (16-8) did not play. Next: vs. 
Iowa State, Wednesday. 

25. Arizona State (17-9) lost to No. 8 
UCLA 71-63. Next: vs. Arizona, Friday. 

Sunday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Albany (NY) 66, Hartford 53 
Boston College 72, Pittsburgh 61 
Dayton 57, George Washington 53 
Delaware 61, Hofstra 41 
James Madison 64, Towson 55 
Marist 58, Canisius 47 
Maryland 72, Rutgers 54 
Mass.-Lowell 65, Vermont 60 
New Hampshire 51, UMBC 46 
Quinnipiac 83, Siena 72 
Rider 80, Iona 53 
St. John’s 71, Georgetown 63 
Stony Brook 76, Maine 68 
Villanova 59, Seton Hall 53 
SOUTH 

Alabama 82, Mississippi 79 
Drexel 58, UNC-Wilmington 40 
Duke 60, Clemson 35 
Elon 97, Coll, of Charleston 44 
Florida St. 91, Miami 71 
George Mason 71, UMass 60 
LSU 80, Texas A&M 78 
Mississippi St. 74, Kentucky 55 
NC State 73, North Carolina 54 
South Carolina 64, Florida 57 
South Florida 84, Ohio St. 65 
Syracuse 71, Wake Forest 61 
Tennessee 62, Georgia 46 
UNC-Asheville 78, High Point 59 
VCU 77, St. Bonaventure 75 
Virginia 64, Virginia Tech 62 
William & Mary 71, Northeastern 53 
MIDWEST 

Akron 77, E. Michigan 65 
DePaul 73, Xavier 72 
Drake 84, Indiana St. 51 
Iowa 70, Northwestern 61 
Marquette 78, Butler 59 
Michigan St. 66, Michigan 61 
Minnesota 101, Penn St. 68 
Missouri St. 75, Illinois St. 58 
N. Iowa 85, Evansville 60 
Nebraska 51, Wisconsin 48 
Nebraska-Omaha 77, Fort Wayne 61 
Notre Dame 85, Georgia Tech 69 

S. Illinois 62, Bradley 53 
Valparaiso 63, Loyola of Chicago 53 
FAR WEST 

California 84, Utah 73 


Feb. 13 

1923 — The New York Renaissance, 
the first all-black pro basketball team, 
is organized. Rens become one of the 
dominant basketball team of the 1920s 
and 1930s. 

1937 — Maribel Vinson wins her ninth 
and final U.S. figure skating singles 
championship. Robin Lee wins his third 
straight men’s title. 

1937 — The NFL Redskins move from 
Boston to Washington. 

1948 — Dick Button, the Olympic gold 
medalist, beats Hans Gerschwiler again 
to win the men’s World Figure Skating 
championship in Davos, Switzerland. 

1954 — Furman’s Frank Selvey scores 
100 points in a 149-95 victory over New¬ 
berry. Selvey breaks the record of 73 
points, set by Temple’s Bill Mlkvy in 1951, 
with 41 field goals and 18 free throws. 

1977 — Julius Erving, playing in his 
first NBA All-Star Game, is voted MVP, 
despite his East team losing 125-124. 
Erving scores 30 points and grabs 12 re¬ 
bounds. 

1990 — Bryan Trottier of the New York 
Islanders becomes the 15th player in 
NHL history to reach the 500-goal mark, 
scoring in the second period of a 4-2 loss 
to the Calgary Flames. 

1994 — Tommy Moe wins the men’s 
downhill over local hero Kjetil Andre 
Aamodt at the Winter Olympics in Lille- 
hammer, Norway. Moe won by .04 sec¬ 
onds, the closest Alpine race in Olympic 


Olav Koss has a world record-setting 
gold medal performance in the 5,000 me¬ 
ters in 6 minutes, 34.96 seconds. 

1995 — Connecticut is voted No. 1 in 
The Associated Press Top 25 and joins 
the school’s women’s team at the top. It 
is the first time teams from one school 
were ranked No. 1 in the men’s and wom¬ 
en’s college basketball polls. 

2000 — In St. Anton, Austria, Fritz Stro- 
bl and Werner Franz finish with identical 
times of 1 minute, 20.72 seconds to win 
an icy and treacherous super-G, the sec¬ 
ond tie in World Cup history. 

2003 — Teresa Phillips becomes the 
first woman to coach a men’s Division 
I team, but her presence couldn’t stop 
Tennessee State from losing for the 17th 
straight time, 71-56 at Austin Peay. 

2015 — Ted Ligety wins the giant sla¬ 
lom at world championships held at Bea¬ 
ver Creek, Colo. Ligety defeats Austrian 
rival Marcel Hirscher by 0.45 seconds, to 
attain his third straight world giant sla¬ 
lom title. 

2017 — Kawhi Leonard scores 32 points 
and San Antonio clinches its NBA-record 
20th consecutive winning season with a 
110-106 victory over Indiana. The Spurs 
improve to 42-13 in the season following 
Tim Duncan’s retirement. They have had 
a winning record every season since 1997- 
98, when Duncan was a rookie, and breaks 
a tie with the Utah Jazz, who had 19 
straight winning seasons from 1985-2004. 


Advance Auto Parts Clash 

NASCAR Monster Energy Cup Series 
Sunday 

At Daytona International Speedway 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Lap length: 2.50 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (17) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 75 laps. 

2. (3) Joey Logano, Ford, 75. 

3. (14) Kurt Busch, Ford, 75. 

4. (15) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 75. 

5. (1) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 75. 

6. (2) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 75. 

7. (13) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 75. 

8. (4) Erik Jones, Toyota, 75. 

9. (9) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 75. 

10. (10) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 75. 

11. (11) Ryan Newman, Chevrolet, 75. 

12. (5) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 74. 

13. (12) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 74. 

14. (6) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, 74. 

15. (7) Kasey Kahne, Chevrolet, 74. 

16. (8) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Ford, 73. 

17. (16) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet, 
accident, 43. 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 

169.626 mph. 

Time of Race: 1 hour, 6 minutes, 19 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: Under Caution. 
Caution Flags: 3 for 8 laps. 

Lead Changes: 11 among 7 drivers. 
Lap Leaders: A.Dillon 1; D.Hamlin 2-9; 

C. EIIiott 10-14; A.Dillon 15-16; C.EIIiott 17- 
23; J.Logano 24; K.Larson 25; K.Harvick 
26-27; B.Keselowski 28-33; C.EIIiott 34-38; 
B.Keselowski 39-75; K.Larson 76 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times 
Led, Laps Led): B.Keselowski, 2 times 
for 41 laps; C.EIIiott, 3 times for 14 laps; 

D. Hamlin, 1 time for 7 laps; A.Dillon, 2 
times for 1 lap; K.Harvick, 1 time for 1 lap; 
K.Larson, 2 times for 0 laps; J.Logano, 1 
time for 0 laps. 

NASCAR Driver Rating Formula 

A maximum of 150 points can be at- 

The formula combines the following 
categories: Wins, Finishes, Top-15 Fin¬ 
ishes, Average Running Position While 
on Lead Lap, Average Speed Under 
Green, Fastest Lap, Led Most Laps, Lead- 
Lap Finish. 

Daytona 500 qualifying 

Sunday; race Sunday, Feb. 18 
At Daytona International Speedway 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Lap length: 2.5 miles 
Car number in parentheses 

1. (88) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 
195.644 mph. 


Pebble Beach Pro-Am 

Sunday 

At p-Pebble Beach GL, Yardage: 6,816; 
Par: 72 

At s-Spyglass Hill, Yardage: 6,953; Par: 

At m-Monterey Peninsula, Yardage: 
6,958; Par: 71 
Pebble Beach, Calif. 

Purse: $7.4 million 
Final 

T. Potter Jr $1,332,000 68p-71s-62m-69-270 
Jason Day, $488,400 69s-65m-69p-70-273 

DJohnson, $488,400 67s-64m-70p-72-273 

P.Mickelsn, $488,400 69s-65m-72p-67-273 
e.Reavie, $488,400 67p-72s-66m-68-273 

K.streelman, $266,400 65s-69m-72p-68-274 
S. Stallings, $247,900 72p-69s-68m-66-275 


B. Gay, $185,000 
T.Merritt, $185,000 
G.Murray, $185,000 
P. Rodgers, $185,r"" 
J. Walker, $185,00 
S. Bae, $118,400 
B.Harkins, $118,400 
R. Henley, $118,400 
R. Knox, $118,400 

A. Wise, $118,400 

R. Armour, $80,167 

S. Piercy, $80,167 

B. Snedeker, 
J.Spieth, $80,167 
B. Grace, $80,167 
Kevin Na, $80,167 
B. Martin, $50,361 
R.C. Bello, $50,361 
KJ. Choi, $50,361 
J. Hahn, $50,361 
W.McGirt, $50,361 
Jon Rahm, $50,361 


69s-69m-68p-71—277 
67p-67s-69m-74—277 
74p-68s-69m-66—277 

-- , 10 

-10 

71p-69s-68m-70—278 -9 
68m-71p-73s-66—278 -9 
68m-70p-70s-70—278 -9 
71S-70m-67p-70—278 -9 
65m-69p-74s-70—278 -9 
70p-70s-69m-70—279 -8 
71p-71S-67m-70—279 -8 
71S-70m-69p-69—279 -8 
72s-66m-70p-71—279 -8 
68p-72s-71m-68—279 -8 
70s-68m-69p-72—279 -8 
68m-75p-66s-71—280 ' 

69m-69p-70s-72—280 
69m-70p-69s-72—280 
74s-68m-70p-68—280 
73s-69m-66p-72—280 
67m-67p-70s-76—280 


TV Aswegen, $50,361 67m-68p-73s-72-280 

World Super 6 Perth 

Lake Karrinyup Country Club 
Perth, Australia 
Yardage: 7,143; Par: 72 
a-amateur 
Match Play 
First Round 

Andrea Pavan, Italy, def. Stephen 
Leaney, Australia, 2nd shootout hole 

Kiradech Aphibarnrat, Thailand, def. 
Ben Eccles, 1 up. 

Chang Yi-keun, South Korea, def. Zan¬ 
der Lombard, South Africa, 3 and 2. 

Marcus Fraser, Australia, def. Poom 
Saksansin, Thailand, 6th SH. 

James Nitties, Australia, def. Nick Cul¬ 
len, Australia, 1st SH. 

Callan O’Reilly, Australia, def. Pavit 
Tangkamolprasert, Thailand, 2 and 1. 

Matthew Millar, Australia, def. Grant 
Forrest, Scotland, 1 up. 


2. (11) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 195.092. 

3. (48) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 
194.734. 

4. (18) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 194.704. 

5. (24) William Byron, Chevrolet, 
194.548. 

6. (20) Erik Jones, Toyota, 194.473. 

7. (19) Daniel Suarez, Toyota, 194.468. 

8. (4) Kevin Harvick, Ford, 194.464. 

9. (17) Ricky Stenhouse Jr., Ford, 
194.045. 

10. (9) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 
193.911. 

11. (22) Joey Logano, Ford, 193.811. 

12. (21) Paul Menard, Ford, 193.199. 

13. (10) Aric Almirola, Ford, 193.386. 

14. (3) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 

193.357. 

15. (12) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 193.228. 

16. (14) Clint Bowyer, Ford, 192.893. 

17. (41) Kurt Busch, Ford, 192.810. 

18. (95) Kasey Kahne, Chevrolet, 

192.744. 

19. (2) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 192.728. 

20. (6) Trevor Bayne, Ford, 192.386. 

21. (31) Ryan Newman, Chevrolet, 
192.242. 

22. (42) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 

192.238. 

23. (1) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet, 

192.160. 

24. (34) Michael McDowell, Ford, 
191.902. 

25. (43) Darrell Wallace Jr., Chevrolet, 
191.742. 

26. (78) Martin Truex Jr., Toyota, 
191.481. 

27. (13) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 191.188. 

28. (7) Danica Patrick, Chevrolet, 

191.160. 

29. (37) Chris Buescher, Chevrolet, 
191.103. 

30. (47) AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet, 
190.904. 

31. (62) Brendan Gaughan, Chevrolet, 
189.881. 

32. (51) Justin Marks, Chevrolet, 
189.617. 

33. (32) Matt DiBenedetto, Ford, 
188.778. 

34. (96) DJ Kennington, Toyota, 
188.096. 

35. (00) Jeffrey Earnhardt, Chevrolet, 
188.025. 

36. (92) David Gilliland, Ford, 187.954. 

37. (66) Mark Thompson, Ford, 
186.463. 

38. (72) Corey LaJoie, Chevrolet, 
186.058. 

39. (23) Gray Gaulding, Toyota, no 
speed. 

40. (38) David Ragan, Ford, no speed. 


a-Lee Min-woo, Australia, def. Satoshi 
Kodaira, Japan, 3 and 1. 

Second Round 

Lucas Herbert, Australia, def. Marcus 
Fraser, Australia, 1 up. 

Sean Crocker, United States, def. An¬ 
drea Pavan, Italy, 1st SH. 

Kiradech Aphibarnrat, Thailand, def. 
Yusaku Miyazato, Japan, 5th SH. 

Brad Kennedy, Australia, def. Chang 
Yi-keun, South Korea, 1st SH. 

James Nitties, Australia, def. Dimitrios 
Papadatos, Australia, 1st SH. 

Callan O’Reilly, Australia, def. Thorb- 
jorn Olesen, Denmark, 1 up. 

Sam Horsfield, England, def. Matthew 
Millar, Australia, 4th SH. 

a-Lee Min-woo, Australia, def. Prom 
Meesawat, Thailand, 2nd SH. 

Quarterfinals 

Kiradech Aphibarnrat, Thailand, def. 
Sean Crocker, United States, 1 up. 

Lucas Herbert, Australia, def. Brad 
Kennedy, Australia, 2nd SH. 

Sam Horsfield, England, def. a-Lee 
Min-woo, Australia, 3 and 2. 

James Nitties, Australia, def. Callan 
O’Reilly, Australia, 1 up. 

Semifinals 

Kiradech Aphibarnrat, Thailand, def. 
Lucas Herbert, Australia, 1st SH. 

James Nitties, Australia, def. Sam 
Horsfield, England, 2 and 1. 

Third Place 

Lucas Herbert, Australia, def. Sam 
Horsfield, England, 3 and 1. 

Final 

Kiradech Aphibarnrat, Thailand, def. 
James Nitties, Australia, 2 and 1. 

Boca Raton Championship 

Sunday 

At The Old Course at Broken Sound 
Boca Raton, Fla. 

Purse: $1.6 million 
Yardage: 6,807; Par: 72 
Final 

M. Calcavecchia, $240,000 64-66-70-200 -16 
Bernhard Langer, $140,800 66-66-70-202 -14 
Fred Funk, $115,200 66-70-67-203 -13 

David Toms, $96,000 69-68-67-204 -12 

Russ Cochran, $76,800 68-72-65-205 -11 

Rocco Mediate, $64,000 65-71-70-206 -10 

Jesper Parnevik, $51,200 66-71-70-207 " 

Gene Sauers, $51,200 68-70-69-207 

Jerry Smith, $51,200 67-67-73-207 

Billy Andrade, $33,371 73-67-68-208 

Glen Day, $33,371 69-71-68-208 

Scott Dunlap, $33,371 69-69-70-208 

Lee Janzen, $33,371 70-69-69-208 

Tom Pernice Jr., $33,371 70-71-67-208 

Ken Tanigawa, $33,371 71-68-69-208 

Paul Broadhurst, $33,371 69-66-73-208 
C. Montgomerie, $24,800 70-70-69-209 
Scott Verplank, $24,800 71-70-68-209 

Marco Dawson, $19,936 69-69-72-210 

Steve Flesch, $19,936 67-68-75-210 

Corey Pavin, $19,936 69-70-71-210 

Kevin Sutherland, $19,936 68-69-73 -210 
Kirk Triplett, $19,936 67-73-70-210 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Roundup 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 
“ OT Pts GF GA 

‘ 79 198 145 


55 38 
54 34 12 
57 33 19 

54 22 23 
52 23 23 


Tampa Bay 

Boston 

Toronto 

Detroit 

Florida 

Montreal 

Ottawa 

Buffalo 


Washington 55 32 17 

Pittsburgh 57 31 22 
Philadelphia 56 28 19 
New Jersey 55 27 20 
Carolina 56 26 21 
Columbus 55 28 23 
N.Y. Islanders 57 27 24 
N.Y. Rangers 56 27 24 


8 76 180 131 

5 71 188 159 

9 53 147 165 

6 52 147 167 

7 51 144 172 

~ 47 144 188 


70 173 161 
66 176 171 
65 165 162 
62 163 170 
61 151 166 
60 147 155 
60 193 210 
59 164 172 


Western Conference 


Nashville 

Winnipeg 

St. Louis 

Dallas 

Minnesota 

Colorado 

Chicago 

Vegas 
San Jose 
Calgary 
Los Angeles 
Anaheim 
Edmonton 
Vancouver 
Arizona 


54 33 12 

56 32 15 

58 34 21 

57 33 20 

55 30 19 

55 30 21 4 

55 24 23 8 

Pacific Division 

55 36 15 

56 30 18 

56 29 19 

55 30 20 

57 27 19 

“' 23 27 


9 75 169 140 

9 73 179 151 

3 71 167 147 

4 70 175 151 

6 66 165 156 

4 64 174 163 

‘ 56 157 155 


56 22 


76 187 152 
8 68 165 156 

8 66 159 159 

5 65 159 133 

11 65 160 164 

4 50 152 177 

6 50 147 180 

10 36 129 193 

point 


_ 55 13 32 

NOTE: Two points for ...,_ 

for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Saturday’s games 
Buffalo 4, Boston 2 
Columbus 6, New Jersey 1 
Nashville 3, Montreal 2, SO 
Tampa Bay 4, Los Angeles 3 
Toronto 6, Ottawa 3 
Carolina 3, Colorado 1 
Philadelphia 4, Arizona 3, SO 
Minnesota 3, Chicago 0 
San Jose 6, Edmonton 4 

Sunday's games 
Pittsburgh 4, St. Louis 1 
N.Y. Rangers 3, Winnipeg 1 
Detroit 5, Washington 4, OT 
Vancouver 6, Dallas 0 
Calgary 3, N.Y. Islanders 2 
Boston 5, New Jersey 3 
Colorado 5, Buffalo 4 
Philadelphia 4, Vegas 1 
San Jose 3, Anaheim 2, SO 
Monday’s games 
Tampa Bay at Toronto 
Florida at Edmonton 
Chicago at Arizona 

Tuesday’s games 
Los Angeles at Carolina 
Columbus at N.Y. Islanders 
Ottawa at Pittsburgh 
Tampa Bay at Buffalo 
Calgary at Boston 
New Jersey at Philadelphia 
Anaheim at Detroit 
St. Louis at Nashville 
Washington at Winnipeg 
N.Y. Rangers at Minnesota 
Chicago at Vegas 
Arizona at San Jose 

Wednesday’s games 
Columbus at Toronto 
Montreal at Colorado 
Florida at Vancouver 

Sunday 

Sharks 3, Ducks 2 (SO) 

San Jose 0 0 2 0-3 

Anaheim 10 1 0-2 

San Jose won shootout 2-0 
First Period—1, Anaheim, Kase 15 
(Henrique, Ritchie), 2:39. 

Third Period—2, Anaheim, Fowler 7 
(Kase, Ritchie), 6:28.3, San Jose, Couture 
23 (Vlasic, Hertl), 10:56. 4, San Jose, Mei¬ 
er 14 (Couture, Burns), 19:06. 

Shootout—San Jose 2 (Pavelski G, 
Couture G), Anaheim 0 (Henrique NG, 
Rake 11 NG). 

Shots on Goal—San Jose 10-14-12-3- 
39. Anaheim 13-2-9-3-27. 

Power-play opportunities—San Jose 0 
of 1; Anaheim 0 of 2. 

Goalies—San Jose, Jones 16-14-5 (27 
shots-25 saves). Anaheim, Gibson 19-14- 
6 (39-37). 

A-17,435 (17,174). T-2:46. 


Red Wings 5, Capitals 4 (OT) 

Detroit 13 0 1-5 

Washington 1 0 3 0-4 

First Period —1, Washington, Ovechkin 
33 (Kuznetsov, Carlson), 4:20 (pp). 2, De¬ 
troit, Abdelkader 9 (Nielsen), 13:37. 

Second Period—3, Detroit, Glenden- 
ing 8 (Helm, Nielsen), 16:53. 4, Detroit, 
Mantha 19 (Jensen, Zetterberg), 17:02. 
5, Detroit, Tatar 13 (Athanasiou, Larkin), 
19:49. 

Third Period—6 , Washington, Connolly 
14 (Beagle), 2:32. 7, Washington, Orlov 8 
(Beagle, Smith-Pelly), 14:02. 8, Washing¬ 
ton, Backstrom 13 (Carlson, Ovechkin), 
19:43 (pp). 

Overtime—9, Detroit, Tatar 14 (Jensen, 
Larkin), 2:47. 

Shots on Goal—Detroit 6-17-5-1—29. 
Washington 8-2-15-2-27. 

Power-play opportunities—Detroit 0 
of 3; Washington 2 of 3. 

Goalies-Detroit, Howard 15-17-6 (27 
shots-23 saves). Washington, Holtby 28- 
10-3 (29-24). 

A-18,506 (18,277). T-2:30. 



Billy Hurst/AP 

The Penguins’ Sidney Crosby scored his 400th career goal in 
Sunday’s 4-1 win against the Blues in St. Louis. 


Flyers 4, Golden Knights 1 


Canucks 6, Stars 0 


Philadelphia 1 2 1-4 

Vegas 1 0 0-1 

First Period—1, Vegas, McNabb 4 
(Smith, Karlsson), 11:22. 2, Philadelphia, 
Couturier 28 (Giroux, Konecny), 17:50. 

Second Period—3, Philadelphia, Mac¬ 
Donald 3 (Couturier, Konecny), 17:08. 4, 
Philadelphia, Giroux 18 (Provorov, Cou¬ 
turier), 19:54. 

Third Period—5, Philadelphia, Gudas 
1, 17:34. 

Shots on Goal—Philadelphia 7-7-4—18. 
Vegas 12-15-12-39. 

Power-play opportunities—Philadel¬ 
phia 0 of 0; Vegas 0 of 1. 

Goalies—Philadelphia, Neuvirth 7-7-2 
(39 shots-38 saves). Vegas, Fleury 16-6-2 
(17-14). 

A-18,220 (17,367). T-2:32. 


Vancouver 3 2 1-6 

Dallas 0 0 0-0 

First Period—1, Vancouver, Boucher 
1, 2:11. 2, Vancouver, Virtanen 7,11:38. 3, 
Vancouver, Vanek 16 (H.Sedin, D.Sedin), 
13:27. 

Second Period—4, Vancouver, Horvat 
13 (Edler, Boeser), 4:41 (pp). 5, Vancou¬ 
ver, Boucher 2 (Pouliot, Virtanen), 14:35. 

Third Period—6 , Vancouver, Gudbran- 
son 2 (Archibald, Sutter), 7:48. 

Shots on Goal—Vancouver 16-17-8— 
41. Dallas 6-11-13-30. 

Power-play opportunities—Vancouver 
1 of 6; Dallas Oof 1. 

Goalies—Vancouver, Markstrom 16-19- 
5 (30 shots-30 saves). Dallas, Lehtonen 
10-5-1 (21-19), Bishop 23-15-3 (20-16). 

A-17,889 (18,532). T-2:38. 


Flames 3, Islanders 2 

Calgary 0 1 2-3 

N.Y. Islanders 1 1 0-2 

First Period —1, N.Y. Islanders, Cizikas 
7, 3:08. 

Second Period—2, N.Y. Islanders, 
Beauvillier 13 (Leddy, Barzal), 2:59.3, Cal¬ 
gary, Jankowski 9 (Gaudreau, Bennett), 
10:35 (pp). 

Third Period—4, Calgary, Tkachuk 19 
(Frolik, Kulak), 9:38. 5, Calgary, Tkachuk 

20 (Frolik, Hamonic), 18:55. 

Shots on Goal—Calgary 9-14-19—42. 
N.Y. Islanders 11-7-7-25. 

Power-play opportunities—Calgary 1 
Of 4; N.Y. Islanders 0 of 5. 

Goalies—Calgary, Smith 23-16-6 (25 
shots-23 saves), Rittich 5-1-2 (0-0). N.Y. 
Islanders, Halak 17-17-4 (42-39). 

A—11,192 (15,795). T-2:31. 

Bruins 5, Devils 3 

Boston 2 1 2-5 

New Jersey 1 2 0-3 

First Period—1, Boston, Krug 9, 13:32 
(sh). 2, New Jersey, Wood 15 (Coleman), 
16:26. 3, Boston, Schaller 9, 19:57 (sh). 
Second Period—4, New Jersey, Hall 

21 (Hischier), 0:31. 5, Boston, Krug 10 
(Spooner, Bergeron), 2:03 (pp). 6, New 
Jersey, Palmieri 13 (Vatanen, Hall), 11:07. 

Third Period—7, Boston, McQuaid 
1 (Grzelcyk, Nash), 11:55. 8, Boston, 
Bergeron 25 (Backes, Marchand), 19:21. 

Shots on Goal—Boston 12-9-6—27. 
New Jersey 10-16-12—38. 

Power-play opportunities—Boston 1 
of 4; New Jersey 0 of 7. 

Goalies—Boston, Khudobin 12-3-4 (38 
shots-35 saves). New Jersey, Lack 1-3-0 
(26-22). 

A—16,514 (16,514). T-2:33. 


Avalanche 5, Sabres 4 

Colorado 2 1 2-5 

Buffalo 1 1 2-4 

First Period—1, Colorado, Kerfoot 
13 (Zadorov, C.Wilson), 0:43. 2, Buffalo, 
Pouliot 11 (O’Reilly), 7:57 (sh). 3, Colo¬ 
rado, Nieto 10, 9:19 (sh). 

Second Period—4, Colorado, C.Wilson 
5 (Landeskog), 1:07. 5, Buffalo, Nelson 1 
(Falk, O’Reilly), 13:15 (sh). 

Third Period—6 , Colorado, Jost 5 (Ran- 
tanen, Barrie), 3:05 (pp). 7, Colorado, 
Bourque 5 (Lindholm), 7:03. 8, Buffalo, 
O’Reilly 17 (Ristolainen, Okposo), 12:14 
(pp). 9, Buffalo, Kane 18, 17:08. 

Shots on Goal—Colorado 13-9-5-27. 
Buffalo 7-12-14-33. 

Power-play opportunities—Colorado 
1 of 5; Buffalo 1 of 5. 

Goalies—Colorado, Bernier 17-10-2 (32 
shots-28 saves). Buffalo, Lehner 12-21-7 
(27-22). 

A-17,646 (19,070). T-2:27. 


Rangers 3, Jets 1 

N.Y. Rangers 1 0 2-3 

Winnipeg 1 0 0-1 

First Period—1, Winnipeg, Ehlers 21 
(Scheifele, Wheeler), 1:06. 2, N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers, Zuccarello 9,18:54. 

Third Period—3, N.Y. Rangers, Vesey 
11 (Desharnais, Skjei), 16:07.4, N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers, Grabner 23 (Hayes), 19:17. 

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Rangers 6-18-4— 
28. Winnipeg 11-10-17-38. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 0 of 4; Winnipeg 0 of 4. 

Goalies—N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 23- 
17-4 (38 shots-37 saves). Winnipeg, Hel- 
lebuyck 28-8-8 (27-25). 

A—15,321 (15,294). T-2:34. 

Penguins 4, Blues 1 

Pittsburgh 0 1 3-4 

St. Louis 0 1 0-1 

Second Period—1, St. Louis, Brodziak 
9 (Thorburn, Upshall), 3:10. 2, Pittsburgh, 
Crosby 18 (Sheary), 3:31. 

Third Period—3, Pittsburgh, Rust 8, 
1:05. 4, Pittsburgh, Sheahan 6 (Simon), 
11:13. 5, Pittsburgh, Crosby 19 (Rust, Si¬ 
mon), 17:12. 

Shots on Goal—Pittsburgh 7-6-10-23. 
St. Louis 10-9-15-34. 

Power-play opportunities—Pittsburgh 
Oof 2; St. Louis Oof 3. 

Goalies—Pittsburgh, Murray 19-12-2 
(34 shots-33 saves). St. Louis, Allen 19- 
16-2 (22-19). 

A—18,975 (19,150). T-2:32. 



Jeffrey T. Barnes/AP 

Avalanche goalie Jonathan 
Bernier makes a save during the 
second period Sunday against 
the Sabres in Buffalo, N.Y. 


Crosby scores 
400th career goal 


Associated Press 

ST. LOUIS — Sidney Crosby 
got another milestone goal on 
Sunday. The puck went right to 
his dad. 

Crosby scored twice, includ¬ 
ing his 400th career goal, and the 
Pittsburgh Penguins pulled away 
from the St. Louis Blues for a 4-1 
victory. 

Bryan Rust snapped a tie with 
a third-period tally and Riley 
Sheahan also scored for the Pen¬ 
guins, who have won 12 of their 
past 17. Matt Murray made 33 
saves. 

Crosby had not scored in his 
previous 10 games dating to 
Jan. 14. The captain stopped the 
drought in the second period in 
front of his father Troy, who was 
on the two-game fathers’ trip that 
began Friday in Dallas. 

“It’s tough when you’re wait¬ 
ing that long to get it, but it’s defi¬ 
nitely worth the wait to have my 
dad here,” Crosby said. “So many 
early mornings and sacrifices so 
I could play hockey. It’s special to 
have him here.” 

Troy Crosby got the puck after 
the game along with a big hug. 

“It’s just so nice to be here,” 
Troy Crosby said. “To be able to 
share it with him, there are just 
no words to describe it.” 

Kyle Brodziak scored for St. 
Louis, which had won two in a 
row. Jake Allen had 19 stops. 

Crosby jammed a shot under 
Allen’s pad from the side of the 
net at 3:31, tying it at 1 with his 
18th of the season. He becomes 
the 95th player in NHL history to 
reach the 400-goal mark. 

“I still don’t know how it trick¬ 
led in, it seemed like it took for¬ 
ever,” Crosby said. “You’re trying 
to put it in that area, short side. 
Somehow it kind of found its way 
in.” 

Flyers 4, Golden Knights 1: 

Sean Couturier had a goal and 
two assists to help Philadelphia 
become just the fourth team to 
beat host Vegas at home in regu¬ 
lation this season. 

Andrew Macdonald, Claude 
Giroux and Radko Gudas also 
scored for Philadelphia, which 
improved to 20-8-2 since Dec. 4 
— when it ended a 10-game win¬ 
less streak with a 5-2 victory at 
Calgary. One night after coming 
off the bench to stop five shootout 
attempts and help the Flyers to a 
4-3 win in Arizona, goalie Michal 
Neuvirth stopped 14 shots to im¬ 
prove to 7-7-2 on the year. 

Bruins 5, Devils 3: Adam Mc¬ 
Quaid got his first goal of the sea¬ 
son with 8:05 to play, and Boston 
extended its road point-scoring 
streak to 13 games. 

Fellow defenseman Torey Krug 
scored twice and Tim Schaller 
also scored as the Bruins im¬ 
proved to 19-2-4 in their last 25 
games. Patrice Bergeron added 


an empty-netter, and Anton Khu¬ 
dobin finished with 35 saves. 

Sharks 3, Ducks 2 (SO): Logan 
Couture had a goal and an assist 
and then scored in the shootout to 
help host San Jose beat Anaheim. 

San Jose’s Timo Meier tied it 
with 53.7 seconds remaining. 
Martin Jones made 25 saves in 
the Sharks’ second straight win. 

Ondrej Kase had a goal and an 
assist for the Ducks, who had won 
three straight home games. Cam 
Fowler also scored, Nick Ritchie 
had two assists and John Gibson 
made 37 saves. 

Red Wings 5, Capitals 4 (OT): 

Tomas Tatar scored his second 
goal of the game 2:47 into over¬ 
time, helping Detroit avoid a sec¬ 
ond straight embarrassing loss. 

Tatar beat Braden Holtby for 
his 14th goal of the season. He 
also scored with 11 seconds to 
play in the second period to give 
Detroit a 4-1 lead. 

Avalanche 5, Sabres 4: Tyson 
Jost and Gabriel Bourque scored 
rebound goals in the third period, 
and host Colorado held on for the 
win. 

Colin Wilson had a goal and an 
assist, and Alexander Kerfoot and 
Matt Nieto also scored in a game 
the Avalanche never trailed. Jon¬ 
athan Bernier stopped 28 shots. 

Flames 3, Islanders 2: Visit¬ 
ing Calgary’s Matthew Tkachuk 
scored twice in the third period, 
getting the tiebreaking goal with 
1:05 left. 

Mark Jankowski also scored 
for the Flames, who pulled into a 
tie with Minnesota for the second 
wild card in the Western Confer¬ 
ence. Mike Smith made 23 saves 
before leaving due to an injury 
with 2 seconds remaining, and 
David Rittich came on to close 
the game. 

Rangers 3, Jets 1: Jimmy 
Vesey scored with 3:53 left in the 
third period, sending the visiting 
Rangers to the win. 

Vesey returned to the lineup 
after missing three games with 
a concussion and picked up his 
11th of season when he deflected 
Brady Skjei’s shot after it hit a 
Jets player. 

Canucks 6, Stars O: Reid 
Boucher scored his first two 
goals of the season and Jacob 
Markstrom made 30 saves for his 
second career shutout, leading 
the Canucks to the runaway road 
win. 

Vancouver opened a 3-0 lead in 
the first 13:27. Boucher and Jake 
Virtanen scored unassisted, and 
Thomas Vanek added the third 
goal. Bo Horvat scored on the 
power play, and Boucher con¬ 
nected on a tip-in in the second 
period. Erik Gudbranson had a 
third-period goal. 
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Michael Dwyer/AP 


The Cavaliers’ LeBron James reacts to a call during the second 
quarter of Sunday’s 121-99 victory over the Celtics in Boston. 


Roundup 

Revamped Cavs 
blow out Celtics 


Associated Press 

BOSTON — LeBron James 
quieted a Celtics crowd that came 
to celebrate Paul Pierce on Sun¬ 
day, finishing with 24 points, 10 
assists and eight rebounds to give 
new-look Cleveland a 121-99 vic¬ 
tory over Boston in an individual 
performance reminiscent of the 
rivalry’s heyday. 

And this time, Pierce was sit¬ 
ting courtside in street clothes, 
unable to do anything about it. 

James shook off a first-quarter 
leg injury to score 13 in the second 
quarter — eight of them during a 
13-2 run that turned a one-point 
deficit into a double-digit lead. 
The Celtics made it 64-55 on the 
first basket of the third quarter 
but never got within 10 again. 

As the Cavaliers opened a 27- 
point lead midway through the 
fourth, the crowd began chant¬ 
ing “We want Paul Pierce!” But 
he remained in his baseline seat, 
awaiting the postgame ceremony 
that would raise his No. 34 to the 
TD Garden rafters. 

Terry Rozier had 21 points and 
nine assists, and Kyrie Irving 
had 18 points against his former 
team before sitting out the fourth 
quarter. 

Thunder 110, Grizzlies 92: 

Paul George scored 33 points 
and Oklahoma City beat visit¬ 
ing Memphis without starters 
Russell Westbrook and Carmelo 
Anthony. 

Westbrook missed the game 
with a sprained left ankle and 
Carmelo Anthony sat out with a 
sprained right ankle. 


Jazz 115, Trail Blazers 96: At 

Portland, Ore., Donovan Mitchell 
scored 27 points and newcomer 
Jae Crowder had 15 in his Utah 
debut to help the Jazz win their 
10th straight game. 

Joe Ingles added 24 points for 
the Jazz, who were playing with¬ 
out Ricky Rubio because of a sore 
hip. It is Utah’s longest winning 
streak since stringing together 
nine in 2010. 

Pacers 121, Knicks 113: Vic¬ 
tor Oladipo had 30 points, nine 
assists and eight rebounds to help 
host Indiana beat New York. 

Timberwolves 111, Kings 
106: Karl-Anthony Towns scored 
29 points, Jeff Teague added 12 
points and 10 assists and Minne¬ 
sota overcame an uncharacteris¬ 
tic sloppy performance at home. 

Rockets 104, Mavericks 97: 
James Harden scored 27 points, 
Chris Paul added 25 and host 
Houston routed Dallas for its 
eight straight win. 

Raptors 123, Hornets 103: 
DeMar DeRozan had 25 points 
and eight assists, C.J. Miles 
added 24 points and visiting To¬ 
ronto routed Charlotte for its fifth 
straight victory. 

Hawks 118, Pistons 115: De- 
wayne Dedmon gave host Atlanta 
the lead with a three-point play 
and then padded the margin with 
a three-pointer, lifting the Hawks 
past Detroit. 

Blake Griffin had 23 points for 
Detroit. The Pistons have lost 
two straight after winning five 
in a row, including four with the 
newly acquired Griffin. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 


28 25 .528 10 


Toronto 
Boston 
Philadelphia 

New York u w 

Brooklyn 19 38 

Southeast Division 

Washington 32 24 .571 

Miami 


Charlotte 

Orlando 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 


26 .536 2 

23 33 .411 9 

18 37 .327 13V4 

18 39 .316 14Vi 

Central Division 

33 22 .600 - 

31 24 .564 2 

32 25 .561 2 

27 28 .491 6 

19 36 .345 14 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


Pet GB 

42 13 .764 - 

35 22 .614 8 

29 26 .527 13 

18 37 .327 24 


Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Memphis 

Dallas is js .bid za 

Northwest Division 

Minnesota 35 24 .593 - 

Oklahoma City 32 25 .561 2 

Portland 31 26 .544 3 

Denver 30 26 .536 3V4 

Utah 28 28 .500 5V4 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 43 13 .768 - 

L.A. Clippers 28 26 .519 14 

L.A. Lakers 23 32 .418 19Vi 

Phoenix 18 39 .316 25’/z 

Sacramento 17 38 .309 25Vi 

Saturday’s games 
New Orleans 138, Brooklyn 128 
Milwaukee 111, Orlando 104 
Philadelphia 112, L.A. Clippers 98 
Washington 101, Chicago 90 
Dallas 130, L.A. Lakers 123 
Golden State 122, San Antonio 105 
Denver 123, Phoenix 113 
Sunday’s games 
Toronto 123, Charlotte 103 
Atlanta 118, Detroit 115 
Cleveland 121, Boston 99 
Indiana 121, New York 113 
Houston 104, Dallas 97 
Minnesota 111, Sacramento 106 
Oklahoma City 110, Memphis 92 
Utah 115, Portland 96 

Monday’s games 
New Orleans at Detroit 
New York at Philadelphia 
L.A. Clippers at Brooklyn 
Orlando at Chicago 
San Antonio at Utah 
Phoenix at Golden State 

Tuesday’s games 
Miami at Toronto 
Atlanta at Milwaukee 
Cleveland at Oklahoma City 
Houston at Minnesota 
Sacramento at Dallas 
San Antonio at Denver 

Wednesday's games 
Atlanta at Detroit 
Charlotte at Orlando 
Miami at Philadelphia 
Indiana at Brooklyn 
Washington at New York 
L.A. Clippers at Boston 
L.A. Lakers at New Orleans 
Oklahoma City at Memphis 
Sacramento at Houston 
Toronto at Chicago 
Phoenix at Utah 
Golden State at Portland 

Sunday 

Cavaliers 121, Celtics 99 

CLEVELAND - Osman 4-8 2-412, James 
9-20 4-7 24, Thompson 3-4 0-0 6, Hill 3-8 4- 
4 12, Smith 6-7 0-0 15, Green 3-6 4-4 10, 
Nance Jr. 2-5 1-1 5, Zizic 1-1 0-0 2, Calde¬ 
ron 0-1 0-0 0, Holland 0-0 0-0 0, Korver 1-2 
0-0 3, Hood 6-11 0-0 15, Clarkson 7-11 0-0 
17. Totals 45-84 15-20 121. 

BOSTON - Tatum 4-11 0-0 9, Morris 
6-12 2-2 17, Horford 4-8 0-0 9, Irving 7-14 

3-4 18, Brown 2-9 1-2 5, Ojeleye 1-5 2-2 4, 
Nader 2-4 0-1 5, Theis 1-2 2-2 4, Baynes 

1- 5 0-0 2, Monroe 2-4 1-2 5, Rozier 6-15 6-7 
21. Totals 36-89 17-22 99. 

Cleveland 31 33 31 26-121 

Boston 32 20 22 25- 99 

Three-Point Goals—Cleveland 16-30 
(Smith 3-4, Clarkson 3-4, Hood 3-6, Osman 

2- 3, Hill 2-4, James 2-5, Korver 1-2, Green 
0-1, Nance Jr. 0-1), Boston 10-38 (Morris 

3- 6, Rozier 3-8, Nader 1-2, Tatum 1-2, Hor¬ 
ford 1-4, Irving 1-7, Ojeleye 0-4, Brown 0- 
5). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Cleve¬ 
land 41 (James 8), Boston 43 (Rozier 9). 
Assists—Cleveland 22 (James 10), Boston 
22 (Horford 6). Total Fouls—Cleveland 20, 
Boston 14. 

Raptors 123, Hornets 103 

TORONTO — Anunoby 0-0 0-0 0, Ibaka 
5-8 0-0 10, Valanciunas 9-14 1-4 21, Lowry 

4- 9 0-0 12, DeRozan 10-19 2-2 25, Miles 8- 
11 2-2 24, Powell 1-2 0-0 2, Siakam 4-5 0-0 
9, Poeltl 2-6 0-0 4, Nogueira 1-1 0-0 2, Van- 
Vleet 4-6 0-0 10, Wright 0-4 2-2 2, Richard¬ 
son 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 49-87 7-10 123. 

CHARLOTTE - Kidd-GilchriSt 4-7 1-2 
9, Williams 3-7 0-0 6, Howard 7-11 3-4 17, 
Walker 7-17 5-6 23, Batum 0-10 2-3 2, Ba¬ 
con 0-0 0-0 0, Kaminsky 3-8 2-2 10, Zeller 

4- 7 1-3 10, Monk 2-5 0-0 5, Carter-Wil¬ 
liams 3-5 1-1 8, Graham 0-2 0-0 0, Lamb 

5- 10 2-2 13, Stone 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 38-89 
17-23 103. 


Toronto 30 32 28 33-123 

Charlotte 26 29 19 29-103 

Three-Point Goals—Toronto 18-37 
(Miles 6-9, Lowry 4-9, DeRozan 3-6, Va¬ 
lanciunas 2-2, VanVIeet 2-3, Siakam 1-1, 
Powell 0-1, Richardson 0-1, Wright 0-2, 
Ibaka 0-3), Charlotte 10-23 (Walker 4-6, 
Kaminsky 2-4, Zeller 1-1, Carter-Wil¬ 
liams 1-1, Lamb 1-2, Monk 1-4, Graham 
0-1, Batum 0-2, Williams 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Toronto 40 (Va¬ 
lanciunas 9), Charlotte 42 (Howard 13). 
Assists—Toronto 35 (DeRozan 8), Char¬ 
lotte 26 (Walker 9). Total Fouls-Toronto 
24, Charlotte 13. Technicals—Toronto 
coach Raptors (Defensive three second). 
A-18,320 (19,077). 

Thunder 110, Grizzlies 92 

MEMPHIS - Brooks 3-6 0-0 6, Green 5- 

12 4-4 14, Gasol 6-14 5-5 18, Harrison 1-3 
0-0 2, Evans 3-11 5-6 12, Henry 3-6 1-1 8, 
Rabb 3-5 0-0 6, Martin 3-8 3-4 9, Chalmers 

2-6 2-2 6, McLemore 3-11 2-2 11. Totals 32- 
82 22-24 92. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 10-24 8-11 
33, Patterson 4-6 4-4 14, Adams 4-8 1-5 
9, Felton 3-12 6-6 14, Abrines 6-13 0-0 16, 
Grant 4-7 5-10 14, Huestis 1-2 1-2 4, Sin- 
gler 0-0 0-0 0, D.Johnson 0-0 1-2 1, Ham¬ 
ilton 0-1 0-0 0, Ferguson 2-4 0-0 5, Dozier 
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 34-77 26-40 110. 

Memphis 18 36 26 12- 92 

Oklahoma City 35 39 21 15-110 

Three-Point Goals—Memphis 6-28 
(McLemore 3-8, Henry 1-4, Gasol 1-4, 
Evans 1-4, Martin 0-1, Chalmers 0-2, 
Harrison 0-2, Green 0-3), Oklahoma City 
16-37 (George 5-10, Abrines 4-7, Patter¬ 
son 2-4, Felton 2-8, Grant 1-2, Huestis 

1-2, Ferguson 1-3, Hamilton 0-1). Fouled 
Out—Brooks. Rebounds—Memphis 47 
(Green 12), Oklahoma City 38 (Adams 
9). Assists—Memphis 21 (Chalmers 6), 
Oklahoma City 21 (Felton, George 8). To¬ 
tal Fouls—Memphis 32, Oklahoma City 
23. Technicals—Chalmers. A—18,203 
(18,203). 

Timberwolves 111, Kings 106 

SACRAMENTO - Jackson 3-8 0-0 7, 
Randolph 5-11 0-0 12, Cauley-Stein 4-8 2- 
3 10, Fox 8-16 6-8 23, Bogdanovic 5-12 1-2 
13, Sampson 3-4 0-0 6, Koufos 6-11 0-0 12, 
Hield 6-13 2-2 16, Temple 1-3 1-2 4, Carter 

1- 2 0-0 3. Totals 42-88 12-17 106. 

MINNESOTA - Wiggins 7-13 1-2 16, 
Gibson 6-11 3-3 15, Towns 10-17 7-7 29, 
Teague 4-5 3-4 12, Butler 5-9 7-9 18, Bjeli- 
ca 1-3 0-0 3, Dieng 0-5 2-2 2, Jones 1-4 2-2 
4, Crawford 3-7 3-3 12. Totals 37-74 28-32 
111 . 

Sacramento 29 25 26 26-106 

Minnesota 23 33 19 36-111 

Three-Point Goals—Sacramento 10- 
25 (Randolph 2-4, Hield 2-5, Bogdanovic 

2- 5, Temple 1-2, Carter 1-2, Fox 1-3, Jack- 
son 1-3, Sampson 0-1), Minnesota 9-24 
(Crawford 3-6, Towns 2-7, Butler 1-1, 
Bjelica 1-2, Teague 1-2, Wiggins 1-3, Di¬ 
eng 0-1, Gibson 0-1, Jones 0-1). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Sacramento 43 
(Koufos 10), Minnesota 37 (Towns, Wig¬ 
gins 8). Assists—Sacramento 17 (Bogda¬ 
novic 8), Minnesota 29 (Teague 10). Total 
Fouls—Sacramento 23, Minnesota 17. 
A—18,068 (18,798). 

Jazz 115, Trail Blazers 96 

UTAH - Ingles 8-12 2-2 24, Favors 7-13 
1-2 15, Gobert 3-9 6-7 12, O’Neale 2-5 0-0 
4, Mitchell 10-24 5-5 27, Crowder 5-11 2-2 
15, Jerebko 1-2 3-3 6, Udoh 0-0 0-0 0, Rubio 
0-0 0-0 0, Neto 3-8 1-1 7, Burks 2-4 0-0 5. 
Totals 41-88 20-22 115. 

PORTLAND - Harkless 2-5 0-2 5, Aminu 

3- 8 0-0 8, Nurkic 0-4 0-0 0, Lillard 12-25 13- 

13 39, McCollum 8-22 4-6 22, Layman 0-0 
0-0 0, Davis 4-6 0-0 8, Leonard 0-0 0-0 0, 
Collins 0-1 0-0 0, Napier 2-6 4-4 10, Turner 
1-3 0-0 2, Connaughton 1-1 0-0 2. Totals 
33-81 21-25 96. 


Utah 19 24 38 34-115 

Portland 26 18 19 33- 96 

Three-Point Goals—Utah 13-26 (Ingles 

6-9, Crowder 3-7, Mitchell 2-5, Jerebko 

1- 1, Burks 1-2, O’Neale 0-2), Portland 
9-25 (Napier 2-4, McCollum 2-5, Aminu 

2- 5, Lillard 2-8, Harkless 1-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Utah 58 (Favors, 
O’Neale, Gobert 11), Portland 37 (Davis 
12). Assists-Utah 23 (O’Neale 6), Port¬ 
land 16 (McCollum 4). Total Fouls-Utah 
22, Portland 22. Technicals—Gobert. A— 
19,730 (19,393). 

Rockets 104, Mavericks 97 

DALLAS - McDermott 3-9 0-0 8, Barnes 

4-15 2-2 11, Powell 6-12 6-6 18, Ferrell 7-14 
2-2 20, Smith Jr. 7-18 0-0 16, Motley 0-2 0-2 
0, Kleber 5-7 0-0 10, Collinsworth 3-9 0-3 6, 
Jones 3-7 1-1 8. Totals 38-93 11-16 97. 

HOUSTON - Mbah a Moute 2-3 0-0 4, 
Tucker 1-3 0-0 3, Capela 6-10 4-11 16, Paul 
9-15 5-6 25, Harden 6-19 11-12 27, Ander¬ 
son 1-5 2-2 4, Nene 3-3 1-2 7, Gordon 2-11 
0-0 6, M.Brown 0-0 0-0 0, Green 4-9 0-0 12. 
Totals 34-78 23-33 104. 

Dallas 19 36 20 22- 97 

Houston 27 30 30 17-104 

Three-Point Goals—Dallas 10-31 (Fer¬ 
rell 4-8, Smith Jr. 2-6, McDermott 2-6, 
Jones 1-2, Barnes 1-5, Collinsworth 0-2, 
Kleber 0-2), Houston 13-45 (Green 4-9, 
Harden 4-13, Paul 2-7, Gordon 2-9, Tucker 
1-3, Mbah a Moute 0-1, Anderson 0-3). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Dallas 52 
(Powell 12), Houston 42 (Capela 11). As¬ 
sists—Dallas 26 (Smith Jr. 11), Houston 15 
(Paul 9). Total Fouls—Dallas 25, Houston 
18. A-18,055 (18,055). 

Pacers 121, Knicks 113 

NEW YORK - Hardaway Jr. 7-17 0-0 
17, Beasley 8-16 0-0 16, Kanter 6-9 5-6 17, 
Jack 0-1 2-2 2, Lee 4-9 4-4 14, Thomas 1-5 
0-0 3, Kornet 0-3 0-0 0, O’Quinn 5-6 3-5 14, 
Ntilikina 3-7 4-4 12, Burke 1-2 0-0 2, Mu- 
diay 5-14 4-4 14, Dotson 1-4 0-0 2. Totals 
41-93 22-25 113. 

INDIANA - Bogdanovic 8-13 0-1 20, 
T.Young 7-11 2-4 18, Turner 5-10 3-3 13, 
Joseph 1-3 0-2 2, Oladipo 10-24 8-10 30, 
Jefferson 3-4 0-0 6, Sabonis 2-11 2-2 6, 
J.Young 5-9 0-0 11, Stephenson 6-9 0-0 15. 
Totals 47-94 15-22 121. 

New York 37 25 22 29-113 

Indiana 36 32 26 27-121 

Three-Point Goals—New York 9-35 
(Hardaway Jr. 3-10, Ntilikina 2-2, Lee 2-5, 
O’Quinn 1-2, Thomas 1-5, Burke 0-1, Bea¬ 
sley 0-1, Jack 0-1, Dotson 0-2, Kornet 0-3, 
Mudiay 0-3), Indiana 12-28 (Bogdanovic 
4-7, Stephenson 3-6, T.Young 2-2, Ola¬ 
dipo 2-8, J.Young 1-3, Turner 0-2). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—New York 45 
(Beasley 13), Indiana 54 (T.Young 11). As¬ 
sists—New York 27 (Mudiay 10), Indiana 
27 (Oladipo 9). Total Fouls—New York 18, 
Indiana 16. Technicals—O’Quinn, Indiana 
coach Nate McMillan. A-17,923 (18,500). 


Hawks 118, Pistons 115 

DETROIT - Johnson 2-4 2-2 8, Griffin 7- 
21 6-6 23, Drummond 8-14 9-13 25, Smith 

1- 4 0-0 2, Bullock 7-13 3-4 20, Ennis III 5-7 

3- 4 14, Moreland 0-1 0-0 0, Tolliver 3-7 3- 
4 12, Nelson 3-7 0-0 6, Kennard 2-5 0-0 5. 
Totals 38-83 26-33 115. 

ATLANTA - Prince 1-7 0-0 2, Ilyasova 

5-9 7-7 19, Dedmon 7-9 5-6 20, Schroder 
7-13 9-12 23, Bazemore 1-8 7-7 10, Collins 

4- 7 1-2 9, Muscala 3-6 0-0 8, Taylor 3-3 0-0 
7, Delaney 3-7 3-3 10, Dorsey 4-9 0-0 10. 
Totals 38-78 32-37 118. 

Detroit 23 33 24 35-115 

Atlanta 28 27 27 36-118 

Three-Point Goals—Detroit 13-33 (Bull¬ 
ock 3-6, Tolliver 3-7, Griffin 3-10, Johnson 

2- 3, Ennis III 1-2, Kennard 1-3, Nelson 0- 
2), Atlanta 10-29 (Muscala 2-4, Ilyasova 
2-4, Dorsey 2-6, Taylor 1-1, Dedmon 1-1, 
Bazemore 1-3, Delaney 1-4, Schroder 0- 
1, Prince 0-5). Fouled Out—Collins. Re¬ 
bounds—Detroit 40 (Drummond 15), At¬ 
lanta 35 (Dedmon 13). Assists-Detroit 30 
(Smith 7), Atlanta 27 (Schroder 7). Total 
Fouls—Detroit 28, Atlanta 26. Techni- 
cals—Nelson, Griffin. A-15,214 (19,049). 



Craig Mitchelldyer/AP 

Jazz forward Derrick Favors, right, and Trail Blazers guard CJ 
McCollum vie for a loose ball during Sunday’s game in Portland, Ore. 
Utah beat the Trail Blazers 115-96 for its 10th straight win. 
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Colts hire Reich 
as new head coach 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL/NFL 


Committee: 
UVA is No. 1 


By John Marshall 

Associated Press 

Virginia suffered a surprising home loss to un¬ 
ranked Virginia Tech, ending its winning streak at 
16 games. 

One recent defeat was not enough to sway the 
NCAA Division I Basketball Committee. The Cava¬ 
liers are still viewed as the best team in the country 
a month before Selection Sunday. 

Virginia was the top overall seed in preliminary 
NCAA Tournament rankings released on Sunday, a 
day after losing to the Hokies. Villanova, Xavier and 
Purdue earned the other No. 1 seeds. 

“Virginia’s a dominant defensive team, but they’re 
much better offensively than they’ve been,” com¬ 
mittee chair and Creighton athletic director Bruce 
Rasmussen said during the selection show. “They 
have a great strength of schedule and they’re 10-1 
from home.” 

The NCAA followed the precedent set by College 
Football Playoff a year ago by releasing its rankings 
early to drum up support for Selection Sunday. The 
preliminary rankings held up: The committee stuck 
with 15 of the top 16 seeds. 

This year, the committee is using a new quadrant 
system that gives more weight to wins on the road 
and neutral courts. 

Virginia, No. 1 in The Associated Press poll re¬ 
leased Monday, has five Quadrant 1 wins and four 
wins against top-10 RPI teams. The top four teams 
are a combined 40-8 away from home this season. 

The Cavaliers (23-2,12-1 ACC) would play in At¬ 
lanta as the No. 1 seed in the South, a region that 



Steve Helber/AP 


Virginia’s Jack Salt, left, and Isaiah Wilkins 
pressure to Virginia Tech forward Kerry 
Blackshear Jr. on Saturday. The Cavaliers are the 
top overall seed in preliminary NCAA Tournament 
rankings released on Sunday. 

includes Cincinnati, Michigan State and Tennessee. 

Villanova, the No. 2 overall seed, tops the East 
Region in Boston with Duke, Texas Tech and Ohio 
State. 

Xavier was the top seed in the Midwest Re¬ 
gion, joined by Auburn, Clemson and Oklahoma in 
Omaha. 

Purdue, despite losing both of its games last week, 
is No. 1 in the West Region with Kansas, North Car¬ 
olina and Arizona in Los Angeles. 

The committee originally had Kansas in the 
South, but swapped with Cincinnati in the West to 
even out the regions. It also placed Clemson, the top 
No. 3 seed, in Omaha because there were already 
ACC teams in Boston and Atlanta. 


Top 25 roundup 

No. 6 Cincinnati wins 16th in row 


Associated Press 

DALLAS — Kyle Washington 
had 17 points and eight rebounds 
and No. 6 Cincinnati remained 
undefeated in American Ath¬ 
letic Conference play, stretching 
its overall winning streak to 16 
games with a 76-51 victory over 
short-handed SMU on Sunday. 

The Bearcats (23-2, 12-0 AAC) 
missed their first seven shots, but 
were down only 5-2 when they fi¬ 
nally scored on a dunk by Nysier 
Brooks. That started a 9-0 run 
that put them ahead to stay. 

“We obviously know where 
we’re at, but we have to keep on 
going,” Washington said. “We 
just know how many games we 
lost, and we know when practice 
is and when’s the next game. And 


that’s the truth.” 

Jarron Cumberland had 12 
points and Gary Clark 11 for Cin¬ 
cinnati, which finished 44 percent 
(28 of 63) overall from the field. 
Washington was 8-of-12 shooting. 

Jimmy Whitt and Jahmal Mc- 
Murray each had 19 points for 
SMU (15-10, 5-7). 

No. 9 Duke 80, Georgia Tech 
69: Grayson Allen scored 23 
points and the visiting Blue Dev¬ 
ils snapped a two-game losing 
streak. 

Held to single-digits the last 
two games in losses at St. John’s 
and North Carolina, Allen was 
5-for-14 from the field, including 
three three-pointers, and made 
all 10 of his free throws. 

Duke (20-5, 8-4 Atlantic Coast 
Conference) won without center 


Marvin Bagley, the ACC’s lead¬ 
ing scorer and rebounder. The 
freshman sat out with a mild right 
knee sprain. 

Josh Okogie had 29 points, six 
rebounds and four assists for 
Georgia Tech (11-14, 4-8). 

No. 20 Michigan 83, Wiscon¬ 
sin 72: Moe Wagner scored 20 
points, went 8-for-14 from the 
field and added 11 rebounds, and 
the visiting Wolverines rode a 
hot-shooting first half to beat the 
Badgers. 

Duncan Robinson scored 16 
points for Michigan (20-7, 9-5), 
which won for the first time on 
the road since upsetting Michi¬ 
gan State on Jan. 13. 

Ethan Happ led Wisconsin (11- 
16, 4-10) with a season-high 29 
points. 


By Michael Marot 

Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — The India¬ 
napolis Colts’ second choice for 
head coach could turn out to be 
even better than the first. 

And Frank Reich has the Super 
Bowl championship gear to prove 
it. 

Five days after New England 
Patriots offensive coordinator 
Josh McDaniels reneged on a 
deal to take the Colts’ job, Bal¬ 
lard hired Reich, the man who 
outwitted McDaniels last week 
and helped lead the Philadelphia 
Eagles to their first NFL title 
since 1960. 

“Frank is a leader of men who 
will demand excellence from our 
players on and off the field,” Bal¬ 
lard said in a statement released 
Sunday. “I look forward to work¬ 
ing with Frank to deliver a cham¬ 
pionship-caliber team to the city 
of Indianapolis.” 

Terms of the deal were not im¬ 
mediately available, but Reich is 
expected to be introduced at a 
news conference Tuesday. 

Colts officials posted a photo 
of Reich signing the deal on the 
team’s website. 

The move ends a search that 
spanned 41 days, included two 
coaching announcements and 
the embarrassment of McDaniels 
changing his mind Tuesday night 
just eight hours after telling the 
Colts he’d take the job. 

On Wednesday, Ballard an¬ 
swered questions for nearly 20 
minutes before finishing with 
“the rivalry is back on.” 

By hiring Reich, another tout¬ 
ed offensive coordinator and a 
potential leading candidate next 
season, only added another chap¬ 
ter to the long and bitter series. 

Exactly one week after backup 
quarterback Nick Foies executed 
an exquisite game plan to beat 
Tom Brady and the favored Pa¬ 
triots, the Colts brought back a 
longtime assistant who spent two 
seasons working with Peyton 
Manning. 

But this wasn’t just about send¬ 
ing a message. 

“Frank has all the ingredients 
of a successful head coach: intel¬ 


ligence, innovation, character, 
organizational and leadership 
skills, and a commanding pres¬ 
ence,” team owner Jim Irsay said. 
“He also has a stellar reputation, 
and his myriad of life experienc¬ 
es and the people he has worked 
with make him the perfect fit for 
us and our fans. I feel extremely 
fortunate and could not be more 
excited for Colts Nation and the 
future of our franchise.” 

It sure didn’t take long to make 
the decision. 

Ballard interviewed the 56- 
year-old Reich on Friday, the day 
after Philadelphia held its victory 
celebration. 

He replaces Chuck Pagano, 
who was fired hours after finish¬ 
ing the season with a 4-12 record 
and missing the playoffs for the 
third consecutive year. 

Reich takes over a franchise 
that appears to have some key 
pieces in place — especially if 
Andrew Luck is healthy. 

Luck missed the entire 2017 
season after having surgery for a 
partially torn labrum in his throw¬ 
ing shoulder. He went on injured 
reserve in November because of 
lingering pain in his right shoul¬ 
der after he had started throwing 
a football. 

On Wednesday, Ballard said 
Luck still hasn’t thrown a football 
since October. 

“He’s going to do everything 
right to get himself ready to play 
and I’m very confident, he’s very 
confident, that he’s going to come 
back and prove a lot of people 
wrong,” Ballard said. 

The Colts also have a defense 
that showed steady improvement 
throughout the season, the No. 3 
overall draft pick in April, nearly 
$80 million to spend in free agen¬ 
cy and a promising backup quar¬ 
terback in Jacoby Brissett, who 
started 15 games in 2017. 

And the Colts already have 
three assistants on Reich’s staff 
— probable defensive coordina¬ 
tor Matt Eberflus, Mike Phair 
and Dave DeGuglielmo. All three 
agreed to join McDaniels’ staff in 
Indy and have been promised by 
Ballard that they will remain on 
the staff. 
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John Raoux/AP 


Alex Bowman climbs out of his car Sunday after winning the pole for 
for the Daytona 500 at Daytona International Speedway in Daytona 
Beach, Fla. Bowman is driving the No. 88 Chevrolet, the former car 
of now-retired driver Dale Earnhardt Jr. 


Golf roundup 

Potter outplays big 
names to win title 


Bowman 
on top in 
Daytona 

New No. 88 driver 
takes pole for 
season-opener 

By Jenna Fryer 
Associated Press 

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. 
— Alex Bowman put a famil¬ 
iar car atop the Daytona 500 
leaderboard. 

Bowman won the pole for “The 
Great American Race” in his 
debut as the driver of the No. 88 
Chevrolet, piloted until last sea¬ 
son by NASCAR rock star Dale 
Earnhardt Jr. Six of Earnhardt’s 
17 career victories at Daytona 
International Speedway came in 
that car, including one of his Day¬ 
tona 500 victories. 

Earnhardt was a seven-time 
pole winner at Daytona, too. 

Now retired, the empty seat in 
the No. 88 went to Bowman, and 
he wasted little time making the 
Camaro his own. Bowman turned 
a lap at 195.644 mph Sunday to 
earn the top starting spot for the 
Daytona 500. 

“I think it’s still a little surre¬ 
al,” said Bowman, who will race 
in his second Daytona 500. 

“It’s a dream come true just to 
drive for Hendrick Motorsports,” 
Bowman said. “I never would 
have thought it would happen 
after the path my career took.” 

Denny Hamlin, the 2016 win¬ 
ner, qualified second in a Toyota 
for Joe Gibbs Racing with a lap 
at 195.092. Only the top two cars 
locked in spots for next Sunday’s 
season-opening race in this round 
of qualifying. The remainder of 
the field will be set by a pair of 
qualifying races Thursday. 

Bowman was a driver strug¬ 
gling to piece together a schedule 
when Earnhardt was injured in 
2016. Earnhardt missed the sec¬ 
ond half of that season with a con¬ 
cussion, and Bowman was tabbed 
to fill in for 10 of those races. 

The 24-year-old Arizona na¬ 
tive impressed Rick Hendrick 
enough that when Earnhardt said 
he would retire at the end of 2017, 
Bowman got the job. 

He made his boss proud, too, 
with the pole-winning run. Hen¬ 
drick is now tied with Harry 
Ranier for the record of most 
consecutive Daytona 500 poles at 
four. Jeff Gordon won the pole in 
2015, Chase Elliott won it the past 
two seasons and now Bowman 
has the honor. 

Bowman downplayed his role. 

“I just held the steering wheel. 
It’s Daytona,” he said. 

Indeed, pole qualifying is a dis¬ 
play of horsepower and there’s no 
doubt that Hendrick Motorsports 


has it for “The Great American 
Race.” Hendrick put Chevrolet 
on the pole for the sixth consecu¬ 
tive year. 

Seven-time NASCAR champion 
Jimmie Johnson was third fastest, 
rookie William Byron was fifth 
and Elliott was 10th in Hendrick 
engines. The driver simply turns 
the laps on qualifying day, and the 
fastest cars climb to the top. 

“We knew we were going for 
the pole, that’s what we’re here to 
do,” Bowman said. “I was a little 
nervous for that second round, but 
we took off well on pit road and 
did everything I could do. This 
really come down to the crew, ev¬ 
erybody works so hard.” 

Earnhardt tweeted congratula¬ 
tions to his replacement, who also 
won a Cup pole while filling in 
for Earnhardt in 2016. Bowman 
raced just three times on the na¬ 
tional level last season, two Xfin- 
ity Series races and one in the 
Truck Series, and filled his time 
using a simulator as he waited for 
Earnhardt to retire. 

Hamlin was thrilled to have 
earned such a strong starting 
spot at second. 

“I realistically set my expecta¬ 
tions and would have been happy 
with 18th,” Hamlin said. “This 
came out of the blue for me and is 
a great opportunity for me to win 
a second Daytona 500.” 

The Toyotas were fast, though, 
and all four JGR entries were in 
the top seven Sunday. Kyle Busch 
was fourth, Erik Jones sixth and 
Daniel Suarez seventh. 

Defending NASCAR champion 
Martin Truex Jr., also a Toyota 
driver, was 26th and searching 


for the same speed the Gibbs cars 
displayed. 

“Speed-wise we’ve been off 
a bit here,” Truex said. “I don’t 
know, new rules package and all, 
we’re just trying to figure that out. 
There’s not a whole lot you can do 
when you get down here. You kind 
of got what you got. We’re going to 
hope that our car handles really 
good and we can out drive them 
in race trim.” 

Kurt Busch, winner of the Day¬ 
tona 500 last year, was 17th fast¬ 
est. His Stewart-Haas Racing 
teammate Kevin Harvick had the 
fastest Ford at eighth and was fol¬ 
lowed by Roush Fenway Racing 
driver Ricky Stenhouse Jr., who 
won two plate races last season. 
Ford drivers won all four of last 
season’s restrictor plate races, 
where the strength of an engine is 
one of the most important tools. 

“I didn’t think we would run 
that fast,” Harvick admitted. 
“The speed is better than we 
expected.” 

Danica Patrick was 28th in her 
final NASCAR single-car quali¬ 
fying session. She’s racing in only 
the Daytona 500 and then the In¬ 
dianapolis 500 in May before she 
retires as a race car driver. 

“Everything is the same as it 
was before as far as showing up 
to Daytona without having driven 
since Homestead, so that is no 
different,” she said. 

Brad Keselowski led a 1-2 Team 
Penske sweep Sunday in the ex¬ 
hibition The Clash at Daytona In¬ 
ternational Speedway. The race 
marks the opening of Speedweeks 
and is the first chance for teams 
to show their offseason work. 


Associated Press 

PEBBLE BEACH, Calif.—Ted 
Potter Jr. beat three of the biggest 
names on the PGA Tour at one of 
the most famous golf courses in 
America, and then his day got 
even better. 

Walking out to the 18th green 
for the trophy presentation at 
the AT&T Pebble Beach Pro- 
Am, he stopped to chat with Clint 
Eastwood. 

“It was pretty awesome to meet 
him out there today,” Potter said. 
“Big fan of a lot of his movies he’s 
done, and it was just incredible to 
meet him, too.” 

In some respects, Potter 
starred in his own show with an 
ending not many imagined. 

He turned pro out of high 
school and groomed his game on 
the mini-tours, sometimes earn¬ 
ing barely enough money to pay 
for a week’s worth of food and 
gas. When he first got onto the 
Web.com Tour, he missed the cut 
in all 24 tournaments he played. 
Two years after he broke through 
on the PGA Tour by winning the 
Greenbrier Classic, he broke his 
right ankle stepping off a curb 
and sat out for two years. 

The injury was so severe he had 
two surgeries — one to insert two 
plates and 12 screws, the other to 
remove all that hardware. 

He played in the final group 
Sunday with Dustin Johnson, 
coming up on a full year at No. 1 
in the world. Potter was No. 246. 

Potter overcame a three-putt 
bogey on the opening hole by not 
dropping a shot the rest of the 
way. He closed with a 3-under 69 
and left the mistakes to everyone 
else, a cast of challengers that in¬ 
cluded Johnson, Phil Mickelson 
and Jason Day. They all finished 
second, along with Chez Reavie. 

Hollywood stuff, for sure. 

“I’m so happy right now to get 
it done today, especially against 
the world No. 1, playing with him 
today,” Potter said. “The win here 
at Pebble is just unbelievable.” 

There is nothing fancy about 
Potter’s game or how he won for 


the second time in his career. 

He birdied both the par 5s on 
the front. He chipped in for birdie 
behind the seventh green, which 
gave him a two-shot lead. And 
then he was never out of position 
the rest of the way, knowing he 
had the lead and that someone 
would have to catch him. 

Mickelson made a late charge 
with three birdies in a four-hole 
stretch through the 17th hole. But 
trying to make eagle on the 18th 
for a chance at winning, Lefty 
came up just right of the green 
and into a bunker, leading to par 
and a 67. 

It was his best finish since that 
duel at Royal Troon with Hen¬ 
rik Stenson in the British Open 
in 2016. Mickelson, who tied for 
fifth in Phoenix last week, had 
consecutive top 5s for the first 
time since the summer of 2013, 
his last victory. 

Champions Tour: Mark Cal- 
cavecchia took advantage of Ber¬ 
nhard Langer’s messy finish to 
complete a wire-to-wire victory 
in the Boca Raton Championship. 

Calcavecchia had a 20-foot 
bogey save on the par-3 16th and 
parred the final two holes for a 2- 
under 70 and a two-stroke victory 
over Langer on The Old Course at 
Broken Sound. 

The 57-year-old Calcavecchia 
won his fourth senior title and 
first since 2015. 

Langer bogeyed the final two 
holes for a 70. Tied for the lead 
after Calcavecchia’s bogey on 16, 
Langer fell back on the par-4 17th 
when he left a 4-foot par putt to 
the right. On the par-5 18th, the 
German drove to the right into 
pine straw and wood chips and 
found two bunkers before reach¬ 
ing the green. 

Calcavecchia finished at 16- 
under 200. He opened with a 64 
for a one-stroke lead and birdied 
the final three Saturday in a 66 
that left him two shots clear of 
Langer. 

The 60-year-old Langer won 
his home event in 2010. 



Ted Potter Jr. follows his shot from the fourth tee at the Pebble 
Beach Pro-Am on Sunday in Pebble Beach, Calif. 
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WINTER OLYMPICS 


Scoreboard 


Medals Table 


Through Feb. 12 (18 medal events) 
Nation G S B Tot 

Norway 2 4 3 9 

Germany 4 12 7 

Netherlands 3 2 2 7 

Canada 2417 

United States 2 114 

France 2 0 13 

Japan 0123 

Sweden 110 2 

Czech Republic 0 112 

OA Russia 0 112 

Finland 0 0 2 2 

Austria 10 0 1 

South Korea 10 0 1 

Australia 0 10 1 

Slovakia 0 10 1 

Italy 0 0 11 

Kazakhstan 0011 

Monday’s medalists 

BIATHLON 

Men’s 12.5km Pursuit 
GOLD—Martin Fourcade, France 
SILVER—Sebastian Samuelsson, Swe- 

BRONZE—Benedikt Doll, Germany 
Women’s 10km Pursuit 
GOLD—Laura Dahlmeier, Germany 
SILVER—Anastasiya Kuzmina, Slova¬ 
kia 

BRONZE— Anais Bescond, France 

FIGURE SKATING 
Team Event 

GOLD—Canada (Patrick Chan, Gabri- 
elle Daleman, Kaetlyn Osmond, Meagan 
Duhamel, Eric Radford, Scott Moir, Tessa 
Virtue) 

SILVER-OA Russia (Mikhail Kolyada, 
Evgenia Medvedeva, Alina Zagitova, Ev- 
genia Tarasova, Vladimir Morozov, Dmi¬ 
tri Soloviev, Ekaterina Bobrova) 

BRONZE-United Staes (Nathan Chen, 
Chris Knierim, Mirai Nagasu, Bradie Ten- 
nell, Chris Knierim, Alexa Scimeca Knier¬ 
im, Alex Shibutani, Maia Shibutani) 
FREESTYLE SKIING 
Men’s Moguls 

GOLD—Mikael Kingsbury, Canada 
SILVER-Matt Graham, Australia 
BRONZE—Daichi Hara, Japan 
SKI JUMPING 
Women’s Nornal Hill 
GOLD—Maren Lundby, Norway 
SILVER—Katharina Althaus, Germany 
BRONZE—Sara Takanashi, Japan 
SNOWBOARD 
Women’s Slopestyle 
GOLD—Jamie Anderson, United 
States 

SILVER—Laurie Blouin, Canada 
BRONZE— Enni Rukajarvi, Finland 

SPEEDSKATING 
Women’s 1500 

GOLD—Ireen Wust, Netherlands 
SILVER—Miho Takagi, Japan 
BRONZE-Marrit Leenstra, Nether¬ 
lands 

Monday’s results 

BIATHLON 

Men’s 12.5km Pursuit 

1. Martin Fourcade, France, 32:51.7 (1). 

2. Sebastian Samuelsson, Sweden, 
33:03.7 (1). 

3. Benedikt Doll, Germany, 33:06.8 (1). 

4. Tarjei Boe, Norway, 33:54.3 (3). 

5. Simon Schempp, Germany, 33:54.4 

6. Benjamin Weger, Switzerland, 33:54.8 

( 2 ). 

7. Simon Desthieux, France, 33:55.4 (3). 

8. Arnd Peiffer, Germany, 34:05.8 (3). 

U.S. Finishers 

17. Tim Burke, United States, 35:11.3 

( 2 ). 

32. Lowell Bailey, United States, 36:43.3 
(5). 

50. Leif Nordgren, United States, 38:40.4 


( 1 ). 

2. Anastasiya Kuzmina, Slovakia, 
31:04.7 (4). 

3. Anais Bescond, France, 31:04.9 (1). 

4. Marte Olsbu, Norway, 31:42.6 (4). 

5. Hanna Oeberg, Sweden, 31:44.2 (3). 

6. Denise Herrmann, Germany, 31:54.7 

( 2 ). 

7. Veronika Vitkova, Czech Republic, 
32:12.6 (3). 

8. Lena Haecki, Switzerland, 32:16.8 
(3). 

U.S. Finisher 

47. Emily Dreissigacker, United States, 
35:36.7 (4). 

FIGURE SKATING 
Team Event 
Men’s Free Skate 

1. Patrick Chan, Canada, 179.75. 

2. Mikhail Kolyada, OA Russia, 173.57. 

3. Adam Rippon, United States, 172.98. 

Women's Free Skate 

1. Alina Zagitova, OA Russia, 158.08. 

2. Mirai Nagasu, United States, 137.53. 

3. Gabrielle Daleman, Canada, 137.14. 

Ice Dance Free Skate 

1. Scott Moir and Tessa Virtue, Cana¬ 
da, 118.10. 

2. Alex Shibutani and Maia Shibutani, 
United States, 112.01. 

3. Dmitri Soloviev and Ekaterina Bo¬ 
brova, OA Russia, 110.43. 

Team Ranking 

1. Canada, 73 points. 

2. OA Russia, 66. 

3. United States, 62. 

4. Italy, 56. 

5. Japan, 50. 

FREESTYLE SKIING 
Men’s Moguls 
Medal Run 

1. Mikael Kingsbury, Canada, 86.63. 

2. Matt Graham, Australia, 82.57. 

3. Daichi Hara, Japan, 82.19. 


4. Marc-Antoine Gagnon, Canada, 77.02. 

5. Casey Andringa, United States, 75.50. 

6. Vinjar Slatten, Norway, 33.61. 

SKI JUMPING 
Women’s K90 Individual 
Final Ranking 

1. Maren Lundby, Norway, 264.60. 

2. Katharina Althaus, Germany, 252.60. 

3. Sara Takanashi, Japan, 243.80. 

4. Irina Avvakumova, OA Russia, 230.70. 

5. Carina Vogt, Germany, 227.90. 

6. Daniela Iraschko, Austria, 225.90. 

7. Nika Kriznar, Slovenia, 223.20. 

8. Ramona Straub, Germany, 210.50. 

U.S. Finishers 

19. Sarah Hendricson, United States, 
160.60. 

29. Abby Ringquist, United States, 
144.40. 

SNOWBOARD 
Women’s Slopestyle 
Final Ranking 

1. Jamie Anderson, United States, 
(83.0; 34.56) 83.0. 

2. Laurie Blouin, Canada, (49.16; 76.33) 
76.33. 

3. Enni Rukajarvi, Finland, (45.85; 
75.38) 75.38. 

4. Silje Norendal, Norway, (73.91; 47.66) 
73.91. 

5. Jessika Jenson, United States, 
(72.26; 41.11) 72.26. 

6. Hailey Langland, United States, 
(41.26; 71.8) 71.8. 

7. Sina Candrian, Switzerland, (66.35; 
39.8) 66.35. 

8. Sofya Fedorova, OA Russia, (27.53; 
65.73) 65.73. 

Other U.S. finisher 

11. Julia Marino, United States, (55.85; 
41.05) 55.85. 

Women’s Halfpipe qualifying 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. Chloe Kim, United States, (91.5; 95.5) 

95.5. (Q). 

2. Liu Jiayu, China, (87.75; 41.0) 87.75. 

(Q). 

3. Haruna Matsumoto, Japan, (80.75; 

84.25) 84.25. (Q). 

4. Maddie Mastro, United States, 
(83.75; 76.0) 83.75. (0). 

5. Queralt Castellet, Spain, (71.5; 45.5) 

71.5. CQ). 

6. Cai Xuetong, China, (65.75; 69.0) 
69.0. (Q). 

7. Sena Tomita, Japan, (59.5; 66.75) 
66.75. (Q). 

8. Emily Arthur, Australia, (30.25; 66.5) 

66.5. (Q). 

9. Sophie Rodriguez, France, (65.0; 
13.5) 65.0. (Q). 

10. Mirabelle Thovex, France, (62.25; 

64.25) 64.25. (Q). 

11. Kelly Clark, United States, (41.0; 

63.25) 63.25. (Q). 

12. Arielle Gold, United States, (17.5; 
62.75) 62.75. (Q). 

SPEEDSKATING 
Women’s 1500 

1. Ireen Wust, Netherlands, 1:54.35. 

2. Miho Takagi, Japan, 1:54.55. 

3. Marrit Leenstra, Netherlands, 
1:55.26. 

4. Lotte Van Beek, Netherlands, 
1:55.27. 

5. Brittany Bowe, United States, 
1:55.54. 

6. Nao Kodaira, Japan, 1:56.11. 

7. Ida Njatun, Norway, 1:56.46. 

8. Heather Bergsma, United States, 
1:56.74. 

Luge 

Women’s Singles 
After Two Runs 

1. Natalie Geisenberger, Germany, 
1:32.454. 

2. Dajana Eitberger, Germany, 1:32.574. 

3. Alex Gough, Canada, 1:32.645. 

4. Tatjana Hufner, Germany, 1:32.661. 

5. Erin Hamlin, United States, 1:32.690. 

6. Kimberley McRae, Canada, 1:32.788. 

7. Frisch Aileen, South Korea, 1:32.806. 

8. Ulla Zirne, Latvia, 1:32.880. 

9. Summer Britcher, United States, 
1:32.961. 

10. Raluca Stramaturaru, Romania, 
1:33.1. 

11. Andrea Votter, Italy, 1:33.60. 

12. Hannah Prock, Austria, 1:33.207. 

13. Madeleine Egle, Austria, 1:33.372. 

14. Martina Kocher, Switzerland, 
1:33.494. 

15. Emily Sweeney, United States, 
1:33.555. 

Women’s hockey 

At A Glance 
Preliminary Round 
Group A 

W L OTWOTL PtsGF GA 

Canada 10 00350 

United States 1 0 0 0 3 3 1 

Finland 0 1 0 0 0 1 3 

OA Russia 0 1 0 0 0 0 5 

Group B 

W L OTWOTL PtsGF GA 

Switzerland 2 0 0 0 6 11 1 

Sweden 2 0 0 0 6 10 1 

Japan 0 2 0 0 0 2 5 

Korea 0 2 0 0 0 0 16 

PRELIMINARY ROUND 
Saturday, Feb. 10 
Sweden 2, Japan 1 
Switzerland 8, Korea 0 

Sunday, Feb. 11 
United States 3, Finland 1 
Canada 5, Russia 0 

Monday, Feb. 12 
Switzerland 3, Japan 1 
Sweden 8, Korea 0 

Tuesday, Feb. 13 
Canada vs. Finland 
United States vs. Russia 

Wednesday, Feb. 14 
Sweden vs. Switzerland 
Korea vs. Japan 

Thursday, Feb. 15 
United States vs. Canada 
Russia vs. Finland 



Canadian Mikael Kingsbury competes in men’s moguls at Phoenix Snow Park on Monday in 
Pyeongchang, South Korea. Kingsbury won the gold medal in the event. 


Medals roundup 


Wurst golden; US shut out 


Associated Press 

GANGNEUNG, South Korea 
— Very few can rise to the occa¬ 
sion quite like Ireen Wust. 

The Dutchwoman set the re¬ 
cord for most Olympic medals 
in speedskating by winning the 
1,500 meters on Monday, spurred 
on by a bitter loss on the opening 
day of competition. 

“Only gold is the one that counts 
for me,” Wust said, reflecting 
on the medal that eluded her by 
only 0.08 seconds in the 3,000 on 
Saturday. 

Two days after that disappoint¬ 
ing silver medal, Wust stormed 
back with a stirring last lap to win 
the 1,500 and turn the Oval into 
another Dutch party scene. 

Wust won her fifth Olympic 
gold medal, and her 10th medal 
overall, beating the record set by 
Claudia Pechstein. She finished 
ahead of Miho Takagi of Japan on 
Monday, while Marrit Leenstra 
made sure two more speedskating 
medals went to the Netherlands. 

After three events, the Dutch 
have won six of the nine medals. It 
was nearly seven but Takagi’s sil¬ 
ver broke up another Dutch sweep 
and left Lotte van Beek in fourth. 

“I am not able to count right 
now but I think it will be like 
Sochi,” Wust said of the Games 
four years ago when the Dutch 
won 23 of 36 medals. 

Yet again, orange was the color 
of the Oval while American team¬ 
mates Brittany Bowe and Heath¬ 
er Bergsma slumped to fifth and 
eighth, respectively. 

Wust, still rolling on at 31, now 
has gold medals from the last four 
Olympics, going back to the 2006 


Turin Olympics. 

Ski jumping: After dominating 
the ski jumping World Cup this 
season, Maren Lundby wasn’t 
about to be denied on the sport’s 
biggest stage. 

The 23-year-old Norwegian 
overcame frigid temperatures 
Monday to win the women’s ski 
jumping normal hill gold medal 
at the Pyeongchang Olympics. 

Lundby, who has won seven 
of 10 events this season, nailed 
a jump of 110 meters for 264.6 
points to capture Norway’s sec¬ 
ond gold medal of the games. 

Katharina Althaus of Germa¬ 
ny was second, followed by Sara 
Takanashi of Japan. 

Biathlon: It was hard to imag¬ 
ine Martin Fourcade staying 
down for long. 

Sure enough, the world’s most 
dominant biathlete bounced back 
with a vengeance Monday to win 
Olympic gold in the men’s 12.5- 
kilometer pursuit in dominating 
fashion. The victory came after 
an uncharacteristically poor 
eighth-place performance in the 
opening sprint race Sunday that 
left the world’s No. 1 biathlete 
questioning himself. 

Fourcade’s victory came after 
Laura Dahlmeier gave Germany 
its third straight gold medal in 
the biathlon — and her second 
overall — in the women’s 10-kilo- 
meter pursuit. 

Dahlmeier is 2-for-2 in gold 
medal opportunities at the Py¬ 
eongchang Games and is the first 
woman to win the sprint and the 
pursuit in the same Olympics 
since the latter race was added as 
an event in 2002. 

After hitting all 10 targets in 


Tuesday’s medals 

Alpine skiing: men’s alpine combined 
Cross-country skiing: women’s sprint 
classic; men’s sprint classic 
Curling: mixed doubles 
Luge: women 

Short track speedskating: women’s 
500m 

Snowboard: women’s halfpipe 
Speedskating: Men’s 1500m 
* Schedule subject to change 


the sprint, Dahlmeier was nearly 
perfect again in her second race, 
connecting on 19 of 20 shots to 
cruise to victory by more than 29 
seconds. Anastasiya Kuzmina of 
Slovakia was second and Anais 
Bescond of France took bronze. 

Men’s moguls: Canada’s Mi¬ 
kael Kingsbury stormed his way 
to gold in men’s moguls, filling 
the one hole in his resume with a 
dynamic performance in the final 
round on Monday night. 

Kingsbury, a six-time world 
champion and silver medalist 
in Sochi four years ago, posted a 
score of86.63, the best of any in the 
three elimination rounds. His vic¬ 
tory gives Canada its third straight 
Olympic gold in the event. 

A rare wobble in the 2014 Olym¬ 
pic finals cost Kingsbury the top 
spot on the podium. There were 
no mistakes this time. Kingsbury 
drilled his 250-meter sprint down 
the series of bumps and jumps, his 
knees practically stapled together 
as he darted down the hill.. 

Matt Graham of Australia took 
silver and Daichi Hara of Japan 
earned bronze, each picking up 
the first medal of the games for 
their countries. 
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The United States’ Jamie Anderson jumps during her gold-medal run in the women’s 
slopestyle final in Pyeongchang, South Korea, on Monday. 


Snowboarding 

Anderson 
wins gold 

American survives 
ugly day for sport 

By Eddie Pells 

Associated Press 

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea—Jamie 
Anderson will almost certainly spend more 
time gazing at her newest Olympic gold 
medal than watching replays of the slope- 
style run she put down to win it. 

Nobody, not even the Olympic champi¬ 
on, would want to re-live the ugliness that 
played out Monday on the sport’s biggest 
stage. 

The day Anderson cemented herself as 
an all-time great by defending her Olympic 
title will also go down as one of the most 
unpleasant, dangerous days snowboarding 
has ever seen. 

Shifting, bitter winds whipped tiny ice 
pellets across the iced-over jumps at the 
Phoenix Snow Park and stiffened the or¬ 
ange-colored wind socks in one direction, 
then another. Hundreds of numbed fans 
streamed toward the exits while the ac¬ 
tion was ongoing, and the stands were half 
empty as the afternoon wore on, with wind 
chills dipping to 5 degrees (minus-15 de¬ 
grees Celsius) and below. 

Twenty-five riders each took two trips 
down a course that, by many of their ac¬ 
counts, should not have been open for ac¬ 
tion. Of the 50 runs, 41 ended with a rider 
on her backside, or in a face plant, or, in 
the case of Canadian Spencer O’Brien and 
a few others, in a slow ride toward the bot¬ 
tom after simply pulling up because they 
couldn’t build enough speed to reach the 
crest of a jump. 


Associated Press 

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea—Snow- 
boarder Chloe Kim was close to her best in 
leading the qualifying round of the wom¬ 
en’s halfpipe at the Olympics on Monday. 
For that, she was off to get some ice cream. 

American teammate Kelly Clark was 
nowhere near her best over her qualify¬ 
ing runs. Because of that, she had a long, 
drawn-out wait. 

Clark advanced — barely. It was too 
close for comfort for the three-time Olym¬ 
pic medalist. 

“Tomorrow is a new day,” said Clark, 
who finished in 11th place, with the top 12 
advancing to the final on Tuesday. “Today 
was a fluke.” 

The blustery conditions that wreaked 
havoc across the way on the slopestyle 
course at the Pyeongchang Games played 
a factor on the halfpipe, as well. But more 
than anything, for Clark, nerves played a 
role. Not that that’s a bad thing. 

“You know, if you didn’t get nervous you 
wouldn’t care enough,” Clark said. “It still 
takes everything I have and requires all 
of me to be my best. I think more so than 
anything today, I’m disappointed I wasn’t 


“All I wanted to do,” said fourth-place 
finisher Silje Norendal, “was sit up top and 
cry.” 

This was not just sour grapes. 

Even Anderson — the sport’s biggest 
gamer and its No. 1 big-day rider — con¬ 
ceded, “I’m not extremely proud of my 
run.” Her modest score of 83 still resulted 
in a blowout of nearly seven points over sil¬ 
ver medalist Laurie Blouin of Canada. 

But really, what was Anderson to do? 
After the qualifying round was scrubbed 
due to wind a day earlier, all the riders 
were summoned back for a two-run final 
and ordered by their world ranking, giving 
the top-ranked American the privilege of 
going last. 

After watching rider after rider fail to 
make her way down the course during Run 
1, Anderson added a little wax to her board 
and stood on top, hoping for a 60-second 
stretch of calm that would allow her to sim¬ 
ply stay upright. 

“It was a lottery,” O’Brien said. 


able to be my best. You want to walk away 
having put down your best runs when it 
counts, and today I was unable to do that.” 

Clark stumbled on the last trick of her 
first run and didn’t have her customary 
impeccable pass through the pipe on her 
second. No matter, she’s moving on, along 
with all of her teammates. Teenager Mad- 
die Mastro was fourth and Arielle Gold 
grabbed the 12th and final spot. 

The afternoon really belonged to Kim, 
the California teenager whose parents 
are from South Korea. She landed a su¬ 
perb first run and increased the difficulty 
on her second — posting a score of 95.50, 
which was quite a bit ahead of the next fin¬ 
isher, Liu Jiayu of China. 

“I’m always more nervous in qualies,” 
Kim said. “Now I can really focus on what 
I want to do. The pipe has been so good. 
I’m thankful the conditions have been so 
amazing.” 

Immediately after finishing for the day, 
Kim said her plan was to go get ice cream 
despite the frigid conditions. Her favorite 
flavor: vanilla Swiss almond. 

“But I’ll be OK with mango sorbet,” Kim 
said. 


Two weeks ago, Anderson won the Win¬ 
ter X Games with a cab double cork 900 

— two head-over-heels flips with 2 twists 
mixed in. It was one of the gold standards 
in a sport that prides itself on — in fact, 
lives for — progression, sometimes at the 
cost of safety, sanity and everything else. 

On this day, Anderson was never tempt¬ 
ed to try that kind of trick. Her three jumps 
at the bottom consisted of a backside 540, 
a cab 540 and a front 720 — 1 Vi twists, 1 Vi 
twists and two twists. It was the sort of run 
that might’ve won a contest in, say, 2005 

— if the rest of the riders were having an 
off day. 

Anderson owned the fact that she won by 
simply surviving, and also took credit for 
being one of the few snowboarders who ac¬ 
tually wanted to ride. 

“I was trying to keep the spirits high, 
like, ‘Let’s run it,”’ she said. “A handful of 
the girls were like, ‘No, it’s not safe,’ and 
things like that. It’s not like what we’re 
doing is safe, anyhow.” 



Kin Cheung/AP 


Chloe Kim, of the United States, reacts 
to fans during the women’s halfpipe 
qualifying on Monday. 


Havoc: Windy 
weather making 
mess of schedule 

FROM BACK PAGE 

Of the 50 runs, 41 ended with a fall or a 
rider essentially giving up. The tempera¬ 
ture dropped to 3 Fahrenheit, with high 
winds. 

American Jamie Anderson won the gold 
medal by watching most of her competitors 
struggle, and then completing a conserva¬ 
tive run that paled in comparison to her 
winning performance at the X Games just 
two weeks ago. 

“It has to be absolutely petrifying, ter¬ 
rifying, being up that high in the air, and 
having a gust 30 mph coming sideways 
at you,” said United States Ski and Snow¬ 
board Association CEO Tiger Shaw. 

Many of the snowboarders didn’t think 
they should have been out there. 

“You’re going up the chairlift and you see 
these little tornadoes,” said Czech snow- 
boarder Sarka Pancohova, who finished 
16th, “and you’re like, ‘What is this?”’ 

At ski jumping, giant netting was set up 
to reduce the wind that can blow at three 
times the optimal velocity for the sport. 
Didn’t help all that much, though: The 
men’s normal hill final on Saturday was 
pushed back repeatedly and eventually 
finished after midnight. 

“It was unbelievably cold,” said Japan’s 
Noriaki Kasai, competing at his record 
eighth Olympics. “The noise of the wind 
at the top of the jump was incredible. I’ve 
never experienced anything like that on 
the World Cup circuit. I said to myself, 
‘Surely, they are going to cancel this.’” 

Alpine skiing, meanwhile, still hasn’t 
been able to get started at all, leaving stars 
like Mikaela Shiffrin of the U.S. and Aksel 
Lund Svindal of Norway waiting for their 
turn in the spotlight. Each of the first two 
races on the program — the men’s down¬ 
hill Sunday, and the women’s giant slalom 
Monday — were called off hours before 
they were supposed to begin. Both of those 
have been moved to Thursday, when things 
are supposed to become slightly more 
manageable. 

The forecast calls for more high winds 
Tuesday and Wednesday, although tem¬ 
peratures are expected to climb to 26. 

“I am pretty sure that soon,” men’s race 
director Markus Waldner said with a wry 
smile, “we will have a race.” 

Until then, he and other officials are left 
trying to come up with contingency plans 
and ways to get the full 11-race Alpine pro¬ 
gram completed before the Olympics are 
scheduled to close on Feb. 25. 

As it is, logistical complications are real 
concerns. 

Waldner pointed out that he needs to 
figure out a way to get three men’s races 
— the combined, downhill and super-G — 
completed by Friday, because there is only 
one hotel right by the speed course at the 
Jeongseon Alpine Center. The male skiers 
need to vacate their rooms to make way for 
their female counterparts, whose speed 
events are supposed to begin Saturday. 

“Now, it’s getting tight,” he said. 

Even those attending indoor events have 
been tested. Long, cold waits for buses have 
left workers, media and fans complaining. 

Those involved in winter sports are used 
to this sort of thing, of course. 

“That’s a piece of the puzzle that, I guess, 
fortunately or unfortunately is part of our 
world,” U.S. Alpine men’s speed coach 
Johno McBride said. “You’re dealing with 
Mother Nature.” 


AP Sports Writers Jim Armstrong, Pat Graham, 
Eddie Pells and Jake Seiner contributed to this 


Kim qualifies with top score 
in halfpipe; Clark squeezes in 
















Tuesday, February 13,2018 


Stars and Stripes 


wamamsm 


Page 31 


WINTER OLYMPICS 


Nagasu 

By Dave Skretta 

Associated Press 

GANGNEUNG, South Korea 
— Mirai Nagasu and Adam Rip- 
pon shared tears of sorrow when 
they were left off the Olympic 
team four years ago, each of them 
passed over in decisions that 
could have gone either way. 

They shed tears of joy together 
Monday. 

The veteran figure skaters put 
together flawless back-to-back 
performances, Nagasu becom¬ 
ing the first American woman to 
land a triple axel in the Olympics, 
Rippon nailing both of his triple 
axels. They helped earn the Unit¬ 
ed States the bronze medal in the 
team competition. 

Canada won the gold medal, 
with the Russians taking the 
silver. 

“For both of us to be on this 
team, and to be on the same floor 
in the village, it’s all super excit¬ 
ing,” Nagasu said. “He won’t stop 
talking about how exciting this 
all is, and I go: Adam! Adam! 
You know we still have a job to 
get done? We still have to skate 
well!”’ 

They skated better than well. 

It was Rippon who led off the 
final day of the team event, when 
the Americans were still in a 
nip-and-tuck struggle with Italy 
for the podium. The 28-year- 
old, wearing a sequined outfit 
that sparkled like a million dia¬ 
monds, dumped a planned quad 
lutz but otherwise ripped through 
his routine with confidence and 
precision. 

His jumps were sharp. His lines 
were smooth. His emotion, as 
usual, was worn on his sleeves. 

Rippon thrust his arms out 
with a triumphant grin when he 
finished his program, basking in 
a loud ovation from a crowd filled 
with plenty of American fans. He 
then began skating circles on the 
ice, admitting later he wanted to 
spend as much time as possible 


makes history, helps US to bronze 



Photos by Paul Chiasson, The Canadian Press/AP 


American Mirai Nagasu celebrates after her flawless performance in 
the ladies free skate for the team competition. Nagasu became the 
first American woman to land a triple axel in the Olympics. 


before stepping off. 

“It felt worth the 28-year wait, 
you know?” Rippon said. “I was 
sitting backstage and I thought: 
‘You know what? I still feel like I 
might throw up. And I might miss 
every element in my program.’ 


But I said: ‘You know what? I 
trained so hard and I know when 
I get out there I’m going to go for 
everything, take one element at a 
time,’ and I was able to do that.” 

He finished with 172.9 points, 
less than a point behind Russian 



Adam Rippon dropped a planned quad lutz from his routine in the 
men’s long program on Monday, delivering a clean skate that helped 
boost the U.S. to a bronze medal in the team event. 


skater Mikhail Kolyada and less 
than seven points behind Patrick 
Chan, part of the winning Cana¬ 
dian squad. 

More importantly, he finished 
ahead of Italian skater Mat- 
teo Rizzo to build on the U.S. 
cushion. 

“We made a few changes with 
my coach and I was able to put 
together a strong performance,” 
Rippon said, “but there’s definite¬ 
ly a few points I want to squeeze 
out of this performance. I have 
one week until the individual and 
I’m going to be squeezing the hell 
out of it, you can believe that.” 

It’s hard to believe Nagasu 
could squeeze much more out of 
her routine. 

After finishing fourth at the 
2010 Vancouver Games and get¬ 
ting passed over for Ashley Wag¬ 
ner four years ago for Sochi, the 
24-year-old made a long-awaited 
return to Olympic ice. And she 
did it by etching her name in the 
record books with a triple axel for 
the ages. 

Like a great locomotive, Nagasu 
began picking up speed the mo¬ 
ment her music began, uncorking 


the same vexing 3 ‘A-rotation jump 
on which Chan fell an hour earli¬ 
er. She landed it to a roar from the 
American contingent seated at 
one end of the ice, joining Japan’s 
Midori Ito and Mao Asada as the 
only female skaters to land the 
jump in Olympic competition. 

“I could see my teammates 
standing out of excitement,” Na¬ 
gasu said, “and at that moment I 
wanted to stop the music and get 
off, but I still had my whole pro¬ 
gram ahead of me.” 

She somehow managed to calm 
her nerves, hit every jump the 
rest of the way and score a per¬ 
sonal-best 137.53 points to finish 
second behind Russian star Alina 
Zagitova. 

Her tremendous performance 
nearly clinched the bronze 
medal, and it became official 
when siblings Maia and Alex 
Shibutani took the ice for the free 
dance — the final event in the 
competition. 

As the “Shib Sibs” twizzled 
across the ice, Rippon put an arm 
around Nagasu and kissed her 
cheek. 

No tears, though. Only joy. 


Wary Geisenberger leads luge at halfway point 



Andy Wong/A P 


Erin Hamlin of the United States starts 
her first run during the women’s luge 
competition Monday. 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea — Ordi¬ 
narily at an Olympics, the leader at the mid¬ 
way point of a luge competition is virtually 
guaranteed to emerge with a gold medal. 

Germany’s Natalie Geisenberger knows 
these are not ordinary times. 

Geisenberger had the lead after Monday 
night’s first two runs of the women’s luge 
event at the Pyeongchang Games, putting 
her in prime position to win a second straight 
Olympic title. But after seeing fellow Ger¬ 
man star Felix Loch skid midway through 
the final run of the men’s race and lose his 
shot at a third consecutive gold medal, she’s 
fully aware nothing is assured. 

“We saw what could happen if you make 
a little mistake,” Geisenberger said. “You 
lose big, big, big time.” 

Geisenberger finished two runs in 1 
minute, 32.454 seconds. She’ll take a lead 
of 0.12 seconds over Germany’s Dajana Ei- 
tberger into the Tuesday night’s final two 
runs, while Canada’s Alex Gough, Germa¬ 


ny’s Tatjana Huefner and Erin Hamlin of 
the U.S. are also within a quarter-second. 

“It’s a great race,” said Hamlin, the 
bronze medalist at the Sochi Olympics 
four years ago who is retiring after these 
games. “Anything can happen.” 

Curve 9 was Loch’s undoing on Sunday, 
and it snagged a few of the women’s con¬ 
tenders —perhaps most notably Americans 
Emily Sweeney and Summer Britcher. 

Sweeney had a bad wreck in training on 
Sunday and was still mindful of it Monday, 
finishing the first two runs in 15th place. 
Britcher hit the wall hard in her first run, 
then rebounded to set a track record in the 
second — and showed a ton of emotion. 

“That was pretty satisfying,” Britcher 
said. “I don’t think I would have been so 
happy if I’d had a good first run. But it is 
hard to come back from a bad run, espe¬ 
cially at an Olympics.” 

It’s the sixth consecutive Olympic wom¬ 
en’s race where a German has held the 
lead at the midway point. Geisenberger 
is bidding to be the third woman to win 
consecutive Olympic golds, joining Steffi 


If there will be another 
medal, good. If not, it’s 
not the worst case. It’s 
just sport. ’ 

Natalie Geisenberger 

Defending gold medalist in women’s luge 


Martin Walter (1984,1988) and Sylke Otto 
(2002, 2006). 

She was in this spot four years ago, try¬ 
ing to sleep with the Olympic lead. It wasn’t 
easy that night in Sochi. This time, now 
with that women’s gold and a relay gold se¬ 
cured from 2014, she’s thinking she could 
be more relaxed. 

“In Sochi, my dream was to win an Olym¬ 
pic gold medal,” Geisenberger said. “That 
was my dream since I was a little child. Now 
I have the gold medal. I have two of them. If 
there will be another medal, good. If not, it’s 
not the worst case. It’s just sport.” 
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Sitting pretty 

UVA top overall seed in initial 
tournament rankings » Page 27 



You’re going up the chairlift and you 
see these little tornadoes, and you’re 
like, “What is this?”’ 

Sarka Pancohova 

Czech snowboarder, on the conditions for Sunday's snowboarding events 


Course crews are shrouded in blowing snow as they slide to the 
finish after the women’s giant slalom was postponed due to high 
winds at the Yongpyong Alpine Center, Pyeongchang, South Korea, 
on Monday. 


WINTER OLYMPICS 


Elemental 

problems 

Extreme wind, ice and cold 
wreaking havoc on Games 

By Graham Dunbar 
and Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea 

T he Winter Olympics are supposed to be cold, of course. 
Just maybe not THIS cold. 

Wind and ice pellets left Olympic snowboarders sim¬ 
ply trying to stay upright in conditions that many felt 
were unfit for competition, the best ski jumpers on the planet 
dealing with swirling gusts and biathletes aiming to shoot 
straight. 

All around the Games, athletes and fans are dealing with con¬ 
ditions that have tested even the most seasoned winter sports 
veterans. 

Low temperatures have hovered in the single digits, dipping 
below zero with unforgiving gusts whipping at 45 mph making it 
feel much colder. Organizers have shuffled schedules, and shiv¬ 
ering spectators left events early. 

The raw air sent hundreds of fans to the exits Sunday when 
qualifying was called off after women’s slopestyle devolved into 
a mess of mistakes, and Monday’s final started 75 minutes late. 

SEE HAVOC ON PAGE 30 


James, new-look Cavaliers rain on Pierce 
tribute with rout of Celtics » Page 26 



Penguins' Crosby notches 400th career 
goal in victory over Blues » Page 25 











